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ways retain a juſt genſe of | 
the Benefit, and a grateful 
Remembraace of the Bene- | } 
factor 
pecially to publick ſpirited | | 
| Benefactors, who have o 


thall extend to Poſterity, | 


5 Joitl 9 Ti Kg Them, and an 


And this is due eſ- 


wiſely diſpenſed their libe- 
ral Donations, that they 


and do God to future Ge- 
nerations, as well as the 
preſent. The Memory of 
ſuck generous Minds ſhould 
be preſerved from Oblivi- 
on, and the Fame of their 
Pious and Charitable Deeds 
ſhould be Tranſmitted to 
After Ages, with Honour I 
ieem Reward & 


Induce- | 4 
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{inducement to others to do 
the like. For theſe Rea- 
ſons, I have long wiſhed for 
Jan Opportunity of making 


ublick Acknowledgment 
of the Noble Benefactions 


which this Pariſh hath re- 

ceived from You and Your 
Family; and of rendring 
Ithe Remembrance of them, 
Jas laſting as I can. The 
JHouſe in which I dwell, to- 
F2ether with a convenient 
- Domain of good Land, in 
The Corporation of Belturber, 
Sad near the Pariſh Church, 


ou have Purchaſed and 

ranted to the Miniſters of 
Fhis Pariſh for Ever. For 
Thich, both the Miniſters, 


and 
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and Paridhinagd and eſpe- | 
cially ' the Corporation of 
Belturber, have great Reaſon | 
to be thankful to You, and 
to have Your Memory al 
ways in great Eſteem: Icy 
being a great Encourage! 
ment for a Miniſter to Re 
fide, to have a comfortable} 
Habitationnearthe Church, 
prepared to his Hand; and! 
it being no {mall Advantage 
in many Reſpects, to ſo large 
aCongregation, and particu. 
larly to a Town (in which ag 
confiderable Number reſort 
every Day to publick Pray 
ers) to have their Pariſh Mi: 
niſter. conſtantly RefidingF- 
Among them. One of you! 
FL” — 
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Uncles, hath left One Hun. 
dred Pounds, and ordered 
n the Intereſt thereof to be 
Idiſtributed Yearly to the 
Poor of this Corporation 
(another valuable Obligari- 
on to that Body) And ano- 
ether Uncle left another Sum 
el the Intereſt of which is, ac- 
cording to Your Direction, 
FJ diltribured among the Pa- 
A riſhioners in General, bythe 
A Miniſter and Church War- 
dens: To this End, there 
1 1Y are publick Books of Ac- 
Yi count kept, in which the 
4 Disburſements are ſet down 
and Subſcribed. By theſe 
ing Means, honeſt ey keep- 
10 ers reduced to want are re. 

b lieved 
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lie ved and ſet up again, & | 
veral numerous Families 1 
that muſt have been a Bur: 1 
then to the Public k, are put j 
into a Capacity of maintain- | 
ing themſelves, the Chil- 
dren of poor Parents (as Oc- 
caſion offers) have their 
Schooling payed for, and 
Orphans and poor Children | 
are put out to Apprentice- Þ 
ſhip; ſo that theſe Bene. 
3 are laſting Funds 
of Piety and Charity in this 
Pariſh, for the Support od 
Religion, for the Relief of 
the — and for ins J 
of their Number, a Thing 
much wanting in this King- #: 
dom. I could inſtance many | 
Es: more 
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more of your Pious and Cha- 
Tricable Benefactions, but I 
leave that to ſuch, as arę 
more immediately Concerd 
ed! in them. What I have 
mentioned have enabled 
the Miniſters of this Pariſh 
to live comfortably them- 
Elves, and to do =—_ 
Good to others in t 
Place; and therefore Ihold 
my ſelf obliged to make all 
is | 4 The grateful Returns in my 
is Power, and upon all Occa- 
of 8 Jions to ſhew my good Wiſh- 
of s for the Profperity of an 
18 Ancient and Worthy Fami- 
1g ty, whoſe Zeal for the Pro- 
g- ſeſtant Religion hath been re- 3 
ay | arkable, and whoſe Works 
re ö of 
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FT ER all the Books, the 


12 bave been writtten with 
aucb Learning and a 
=RS=SDS agarnſt the Church of Rome, 
ome, perbaps, may imagine, that there is 
W-itle or no need of this Treatiſe ; I ſhall 
2 acquaint the Reader with tbe 
Reaſons, that induced me to ſet firſt about, 
und nam to publiſh it. Every Hod) n. 
1 9p exceſſuely the Iriſh are addidded to 
Tee Na there being few Pariſhes in 
be Kingdom, in which there is not ſome 
4 d or other, to which. they frequently 
Ss 2 m_ 
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Reſort on a Superſtitions accaunt. Of 
this the Parliament thought fit to take No: © 
Zice, very juſtly and wiſcly Obſerving, That | 
the Corruptions of Popery axe thereby q 
greatly increaſed and upheld. The 
Teal, of Saints, Worſhping of Ke. 
licks, the Deluſions about Purgatory, . 
TVorks of Supererogation, and Transfer. 7 
ing of the pretended Merits of one to ano- ff 
ther, being apparently kept up and propa- 
gated by t his Practice. Their Devotion | 4 | 
ar thoſe Places of imaginary Sanctity is 
founded upon ridiculous Fables and Le- 
gends, and made up of many fooliſh and p. 
abſurd Rites, which are recommended to * 
the credulous People as eſfectual means of. de 
Salvation, and the whole is very much pol. Ya 
ted withIdolatry. The People are there- 55 
by put to needleſs expence of Time and Mo- en 
acy, and their N rieſts make no ſmall Pro- 2 
| fit of it. To prevent all this, Pilgrima- 
ges are ſtricily probibited by Lam, and all 


| Croſſes, Pictures, and Inſcriptions that 7 
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q re 
ee Occaſions of any Popith Superſtitions Wf 
1 ere ordered ts be demoliſhed, But not- 
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*pithſtanding this, Pilgrimage is continued 
at much as ever: When any 1 
Place is defaced or demoliſhed, they re- 
Pair it, and ſeem to be more inclined to 
* UReſort to it than formerly. They at» 
= Fount it Meritorious to adhere obſtinately 

| Fo a Practice prohibited by Hereticks, and 
= of any Puniſhment be inflicted upon them 
for it, they believe they ſuffer for Righ- 
j- Feouſneſs ſake.' It was therefore thought, 
f har it might not be improper or unſeaſon- 


; Fableneſs f their Pilgrimages, and to 


Faught from their Cradles that it is profit- 
= ble to Salvation, it becometh neceſſary to 
- Endeavour' to Reaſon them out of it, and 
o convince them, that they are obliged in 
a- Point of Religion, as well as Intereſt to 
it it. Beſides, Pilgrimage is not a 


geen long uſed to any ungodly Cuſtom, and 


e Superſtitions Humour and Inclination 


5 1 De Churc of | Rome, as an OG 


* 
* 


— 


ble, to ſhew them the folly and unprofi- 


70 x ove that they are contrary ta the Law of 
to Pod, as well as Man. When Men haue 


u Hraclice, Ibringing up wholly fr _ 
uf the People, but it is to be charged on 


dinance 
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Ordixance in their Religion: Tbere es: 
an Ollie in the Ritual, for Bleſſing of 
Pilgrims, "before. they begin their Journcy {| 
to Holy lace, and + another to be 
ned after thein- Return: And there is a 3 
als ee the I} Miſſal to Be ſaid - 4 
fei tbem. : Pilgrimage is alſo pleaded: for 


and recomended) by learned and eminent 1 


*Porſons 78. 1 Church, as tending, to 
the Honor of God and; his Saints, — 23 
to the. erer of Devotion. A 
t herd are but. fem, of their Clergy, it is to 
be feared, by do not promote and encou- þ ö 
rage. its. af wall abe) might, were it as ben f 
lia and edifying to the People, as. t J. 
. jroftable Zo themſelves, and convenient 
for, (anf ying on. t herr own Deſfiens. Who \ 
Eno there ſorgg m but it ma) be of ſome 90 
ae io ſearob into the Original of Pilgri- » 
mage) iaud .te conſider by what Means, & 
0 "or mat: 0 che and Purpoſes it oo 5 y 


= >” 


Rituale Romanum Pauli 5, Pont. this n ed 
Wing Pariſi A. P. 1675. PB. r 

© 213. | 
1 Sendet Sanctbrum. b. 71. ie 
88 * Barotjus & Bcllarming, . 
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¶ ped, that the ſetting this mutter in a clear 
4 Light may have good Effect both upon the 
4 Popiſh and Proteſtant Reader. When 
4 the ſerious Papiſt ſecs" the Impiety and 
3 Abſurdity of this Practice, ant withul 
+ conſiders the Cain it brings in many Pla- 
| t ces. to thoſe who keep it up; it may be ex- 
; pected, that be will alſo ſeriouſly conſider 
with what Safety, be can give himſelf up 
to the Conduct of ſuch deceitful Guides, 
Yas do not ſtick for their own Ends, to 
impoſe the moſt unreaſonable and extrava- 
it gant Things upon the People committed 
mt Ito their Care, and would make them be- 
o Witeve, that they. may obtain the Favour of 
me od by ways and means, whereof our bleſ- 
rl- Wed Sawour and bis Apoſtles* bave not 
aid one Mord in the whole New Tefta- 
ment; nay, mhich Men of great Know- 
Wedge and Underſtanding among: the * Hea- 
hens ridiculed, and looked upon as utter- 


Y U 
* 
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The PREFACE. ' 
ly deſtitute of any Worth and Igertur. And 
when the good Proteſtant obſerveth ho- 
miſerably the Natives are deluded, how 

groſs their Superſtition and Idolatry is, 9 
there is no doubt, but it will move his 
Compaſſion and Charity, and ſtir up bis 
Zeal fox their Converſom, | 
It had been an endleſs IWork to give | 
an Account of all the Superſtitious Places | 
and Things in this Kingdom, of all the | 
Lakes, Ponds, Wells; Trees, Stones, | 
Crofles, Images, and Relicks, in 
which the Natives place a great deal of i | 
Vertue and Holineſs, and to which they i 
often go in Pilgrimage, with a firm belief : 


that they ſhall procure great Bleſſings by | 
Bathing in the Waters, or by Bowing | 
down to, Kiſſing, Touching, nay, the very 
coming near thoſe  Trumperies ; I have 
therefore mentioned only a few of them, 
from which any one may form a Judgment 
of the reſt. And J bave inſiſted chiefly 
on that to Patrick's Purgatory, becauſe 
it bath moſt Votaries, and is the moſt 
remarkable in the Kingdom, or perhaps in 
the bole World, fer Superſtition _ do- 
RM i 


The PREFACE. 


mente, that confute the Pilgrimage to 


this Place; will ſerve againſt any other. 
] have nothing further to Trouble the 
Reader with upon this Occaſion; but to 
acquaint him, that I think my ſelf obliged 
here to make à grateful mention of the Helps. 
that 1 received from the Right Reverend 
the preſent and the late Biſhops of Clogher; 
towards finiſhing this Treatiſe: . The 
Draught of the whole Land, and of all the 


| | Superſtitious Things in it, was ſent to me, 


by Biſhop Aſhe ; being made by an inge- 
mous and worthy | Glergyman, purſuant 
to his Lordſhip's Direction; and I bad 
alſo the Benefit of ſome uſeſul Hints, 
_ otherwiſe might have been wanting 
Here. 9 
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+ The Reverend Mr. fh Seo. 
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The Deſcription of Patrick's 
e Purgatory. 8 5 


N the Southern Part of the 
County of Donegaul, near the 
Borders of Hrone and Ferma- 
agb, in the Latitude 54. 10. 
there is a Lake, now called by 
—— the Natives Loghderg, about 
three Miles long, and two broad. It is ſur- 
rounded with wild and barren Mountains, 
ſome of which have their Names from thoſe 
Saints, who are ſuppoſed to have continued 
Arhere in Prayer for the Pilgrims; and that fo 
long, that the Print of one of their Knees iz 
till to be ſeen in a big Stone, and is adore: 
by the Votaries as a precious Relick. {i is 
almoſt inacceſſible by Horſemen, even .. 
mer, becauſe of great Bogs, Rocks, an! 
cipices with which it is environed e 
Sides. "© © 8 
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Such diſmal and loanſom * Places are very 
apt to make frightful and melancholy Impret- 
ſions upon che Minds of the Weak and Igno- 
rant; and, therefore, it is very probable, that 
it was pirched upon, as a convenient Place 
for paſſing ſo grand an Impoſture upon them. 
To raiſe the Imaginations of thoſe who re- 
ſort to it, and to make them more ſuſcep- 
tible of cerrifying Ideas, a very range Sto- | 
ry hath been invented, and goes for current, 
concerning . the Reaſon why inſtead of Fin. 
lough, that is, the White Lake, it was called 
Logh-Derg, or the Red Lake. Bolar Beman, A 
5 and an Jriſh King (as ſome ſay) in 
rhe Days of yore, having neglected to per- 
form ſome mighty Fear, which he had en- 
gaged ro do in his Life time; Conan, ano- 
ther Gyant, (the Son of Fin Me Cuil the 
great Champion of Ireland) finding a little 
Worm in one of his Jaw-bones, threw it 
into Finloug h, Where it grew ſo big within 
204 Hours, that the whole Lake could hard- 
ly contain it. This Monſter, called by the 
Natives Caoranach, would ſuck Men and 
Cattle into its Mouth at a Miles Diſtance, * 
and becoming by this attractive Quality fo | 
very pernicious to the Country, that no one 
durſt come near the Lake; at laſt they 
came to a Compoſition, and obliged them- 
lelves to ſend a certain Number of Cattel, 
to be devourcd by it every Day. | 
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Eagles and: * Geeſe breed there, 
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When almoſt all the Cattel in Uſer were 
geſtroyed, inſomuch that they were forced 
to ſend to Leinſter and Munſter for Supplies; 
che People began to threaten Conan (as well 
they might) for bringing ſo much Miſchief 
upon them. Whereupon, he undertook to 
be avenged of the Monfter, and taking a 
Dagger in his Hand, went to Xnocknachuin- 
zy (a Mountain near the Lake, where the 
Prey was uſually delivered to it) and was 
there + ſwallowed up by it himſelf. When he 
was in Caoranach's Belly, perceiving that it 
might be wounded in the Side (which, like 4- 
chilles's Heel, was the only Part that could be 
pierced by cold Iron) he cut his Way through 
it with his Dagger, and ſwam to the Shore, 
having loſt his Skin and Hair by the Heat 
of its Entrails, as is ſuppoſed, for which 
Reaſon, he was ever afterwards called Conan 
Anil, i. e. bald Conan. The Monſter imme- 
I diately died, and Conan having cut off its 
Head, threw it upon the Shore, where the 
Stones were coloured red with the Blood, 
Itchat guſhed out of it, (as the Natives be- 
iieve:) whereas it is obvious to obſerve, that 
it is a Mineral Spring flowing over them, 
Irhat gives them this Colour. The Blood of 
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Ihe Body ran in ſo great a Quantity into 
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1 This Fable is taken from Ovid Meramorph. b. 11. where it 
Js faid, that Hercules leapt into the Mouth of a Whale, by 
: hich Heffone was to be deyoured ? and ſliding down into his 
elly, he ſpent 3 Days in tearing it open, and at laſt came our, 
raving loſt his Hair. | b 
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the 


| iciculous, Fable. 


Euſtin, ſubject to the Monaſtery: of the Apo- 
itles Peter and Paul at Armagh, erected in 2 : 


ſes built for the Monks, over whom a Prior | 


ly gained two Points, viz. the Profit of a 


1 
the Lake, that it was red for 48 Hours, 
and for this Reaſon it goes by the Name 
of Lough Derg ever ſince. Caoranachs Bow- 
els were metamorphoſed into great Stones, 


of which there will be occaſion to make 
mention hereafter. The Image of this pre- 


rended Monſter is cut in Stone, and kept in 
the Illand where Pilgrims perform their De- 
votion, to confirm them in the Belief of this 


In this Lake there are many Iſlands, the . 
biggeſt of which is by ſome called St. A- 


vecgs, who is faid to have been buried in if 


it; by others. St. Fintanuss; and by others 
the Hand of Saints. There. was a Convent WF 
of Canons Regular; of the Order of St. Au- 


it, and a fine Chappel and convenient Hou- . 


pte ſided, and two of them were uſually clio- | 
ien to receive and inſtruct the Pilgrims. = 
The Remains. of theſe Buildings are ſtill to Wh 
bei ſeen. It is ſaid that the Paſſage into 4 . 
Putgatory was firſt found in this Iſland; but P. 
it; being near the Shore, and a Bridge from 
the main Land into ir, which gave the Peo- 
ple free and ready Acceſs, this Paſſage into F ; 
Purgatory was ſtopped up, and another open- A 3 
ed in a leſs Tſland abour half a Mile from 


the Shore, by which Means the Monks wiſe- 


| go 


Ferry. Boat for wafting the Pilgrims over the : 
Y Lake, 


ES] 

Lake, and an Opportunity of working far- 
cher upon the Imaginations of the People, 
and making them) believe, that they were 
really going into another World. It is now. 
aid, chat this Paſſage is hid from them for 


unknown Reaſons, bur that in due time it 
1 BE will be diſcovered by ſome devout Pilgrim. 
This probably induced one Ludovicus Pyr- 


rhus a Native of Bretagne in France, to try if 
he could find it our. In order to this, a- 
bout 34 Years. ago, he came to Logh-Derg, 


and employed Labourers to dig and ſearch 
in for it throughout both theſe Iſlands, che 
rs neighbouring Prieſts giving their Aſſiſtance. 
nt He continued two Summers at this Work, 
4- and after he had ſpent almoſt all the Money 
o- Ihe brought with him, fell a trafficking, and 
in applied the Profit to the ſame Uſe. At laſt, 


s he was ſearching among the Rubbiſh of a 
or Dwelling-Houſe in the largeſt Iſland, he 
o- found a Window with Iron Stanchers, Mr. 
ns. ¶Art Mac Cullen Popiſh Prieſt of the Parith,' 
to Mr. Mart Mac Grath, and Mr. James Max- 
nto ell a Proteſtant, who gave me this Account 
but pf Pyrrhus, being preſent. There happened 
om o be a dark Cavity under the Window, 
eo- Arhich made the Purgatory-Mongers, at firſt. 
nro Pight, believe that it was the Mouth of 
en- Ihe Paſſage, and therefore they cried for ho- 
tom ly Water to keep the Spirits from breaking 
iſe- Put of Priſon ; and the Prieſt immediately 
f a Wefc the Iſland in a great Fright, as he pretend= 
rhe d, and reported among the Common Peo- 
ake, FF ple, 


L 

ple, that the Way into Purgatory was found 
our for certain, that he ſaw it himſelf, and 
that it ſmelt ſtrongly of Brimſtone. The 
reſt of tlie Papiſts who ſtayed behind were 
in a great Conſternation, but Mr. Maxwell 
not being ſo credulous; defired them to | 
have a little Patience, and they would ſoon. il 
be convinced of their Error, which accord- | 
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ingly fell out; for after digging a little deep- 
er, they found that it was a Cellar- Window; 
whereupon Zadovicus Pyrrhus ceaſed from 
ſearching any more, and returned to his Na- 
tive Country. Among the Rubbiſh they 
found a little Bell, which is now in the Col- 
lege of Dublin; and an Image, which is © 
now ſaid to be the Image of Caoranach, and lx 
is kept in the leſſer Iſland for the Satisfaction n 
of the Pilgrims. But the pretended Paſſage i 
into Purgatory being (as hath been already 
ſaid) removed from this into a leſſer Iſland, 1 
commonly called Patrick's . Purgatory ; and 
this feigned Removal having drawn the Pil- 
grims thithet for the Purgation of their Sins; 
and it being ar preſent, as it hath been for 
ſeveral Centuries, a Place of great Superſti- 
tion and Idolatry ; I ſhall proceed to give a 
Deſcription of it. RF 
This whole Iſland is a rocky Piece of N 
Ground, in ſome Places bare; and in the reſt HS 
having but a very thin Covering of Earth: r 
It is in Length 126 Yards, in the broadeſt * 
Place 45, and the narroweſt 22 over. The 
moſt eonyenient Landing-Place is on 5 9 
1 „ South. 


E 

| South-Eaft Side, (H) where the firſt Thing re- 
markable, that occurs, is St. Patrick's Altar, 
(B), with an old Croſs within a Circle on ir, 
inſcribed Facobus Grab fieri fecit, 1632. Focelin, 
in the Life of St. Patrick, f ſaith, that the Pope 
preſented him with a Stone Altar, which had 
not only the Faculty of Swimming it ſelf, 
but alſo of tranſporting others, of which St. 
Patric made the following Experiment. As 
he was about to ſail from Britain to Ireland, 
Ja Leper begg'd earneſtly to be admitted in- 
to the Ship, which the Seamen refuſing, he 
threw this Altar to him; upon which he 
had a ſafe Paſſage, and landed at the ſame 
time with thoſe in the Ship. Whether it be 
pretended, that this is the ſame Altar, I can- 
not tell; but it is probable, that this Story 
might have brought any Thing, that is cal- 
led St. Patrick's Altar into great Eſteem in 
Lrelaud. Next to this Altar is a ruinous 
Church (b), 40 Foot long, and 11 broad. 
The Chappel (a) is an Iſle on the Sourh- 
ſide of the Church, 16 Foot ſquare. It hath 
A been partly repaired of late, and covered with 
Heath. It is open on the Side next the old 
Church, and hath an Altar on the South. ſide, 
foot high, covered with a flat Stone, on the 
Corner (a) the Figure of Caoranach is placed, 
which is drawn like a Wolf) the moſt. per- 
nicious Animal in Ireland) with a Serpent's 
Hail between its Legs, and thrown over its 
TY . ĩͤ 
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Back. The Cave, (c) commonly called St. 
Patrick's Purgatory ar e, and celebrated 
by ſome Writers of the Church of Rome (and 
eſpecially Perrus Lombardus) as the molt ho- 
ly and moſt memorable Place in Trelaud, - 
3 10 Foot diſtant from the Church; 

is 22 Foot long, 2 Foot and 1 Inch wide, 
and 3 Foot high; it hath a bending within 
6 Foot of the far End, where there is a very 
ſmall Window or Spike. hole to let in ſome 
Light and Air to the Pilgrims that are ſhur 
up in it. There is little or none of it under 
Ground, and it ſeems never to have been 
ſunk deeper than the Rock. It is built of 
Stone and Clay hudled together, covered 
with broad Stones, and ail overlaid with 
Earth; ſo very different is this renowned 
Pit, as it is falſly ſtiled in the Legends, from i 
the. Accounts there given of it. The fix ® 
Circles (d) are commonly called the ſeven 
Saints penitential Beds, vzz. St. Brenans, St. 

Catharines, St. Brigids, St. Columbs, St. Mo- 


luis, and St. Patricks, and St. Aveogs ; they are 
ſome 9, ſome 10, and ſome 11 Foot diame- 
ter, but St. Patricks is 16, for Moluis and he 


lay together: Their Walls are about 2 Foot 4 
high, every one of them having a ſmall Gap 
for an Entrance into it. The rifþ believe, 
that theſe Saints lay ſeveral Nights upon | 1 
theſe Beds by way of Penance for their own n 
Sins, and the Sins of the People ; which il 
true, the Hardneſs of their Lodging made 
the Penance very ſevere ; ; far they are ſo ur, 


f 1] 


TJ gcd, and thick ſer with ſmall pointed Stones, 
chat the greateſt Saint in the Church of Rome 
could not bear it now, and much leſs take 


any Reſt upon them. The Altar of Confeſ- 


ſion (E) is in the remoteſt Part of the Iſland. 
The Stones (F) lying near one another, part 
above, and part under Water, are the Mon- 
ſters meramorphoſed Guts. The Stone (G) 
about 2 Foot and a half under Water, is cal- 
led leacua mbonn, that is, a flat Stone for the 
Soles of the Feet. Ir is ſmooth, having a 
Hole in the Middle, in which there is ano- 


ther Stone like the Stump of a broken Croſs, 


And they ſay, that it hath a ſingular Vertue 
of curing the bruiſed and wounded Feet of 
the Pilgrims, that ſtand upon it, from which 
it takes its Name. Laſtly, there are ſeveral 
Booths or (H) Cabins ſer up, near the Shore, 
for the Pilgrims to ſhelter themſelves in from 


| Having thus given a Deſcription of the 


place, I ſhall proceed ro enquire into the 
ERiſe of Pilgrimage in general, and of this in 


particular, and t en ſhew the great Superſti- 
tion and Idolatry of it. „ 
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5 H E N hed extterSniyp'y Deeds i 
and Sufferings of ur Bleſſed Sa- i © 
viour were new and freſh in the 
World, many of the Primitive 

Chriſtians had an eatneft Deſire 
of ſeeing the Places, where he had done and 
ſuffered ſo much for them. The Graves and 3 
Sepulchres of the firſt Martyrs were alſo viſi- 8 I 
red by them; not that they believed there 
Was any peculiar Vertue or Sanctity in chole 4 
places; or that their Prayers were more 
acceptable at them, than elſewhere ; or chat 9 

there was any thing of Religiort-or Merit in 2 4 

' ſuch Viſits ; But their Curioſity (which is 3 1 * 
natural to Mankind) put them upon ſuch 
Journeys ; and it is probable they imagined, | 
that the Sight of thoſe Places would aſſet | 

rhicir Minds, and ſtir up an Emulation in 
them to do or ſuffer, as they had l 1 
v nen e 1 % Thus 
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3 ' Thus ſtood this Cuſtom for the firſt three 
*X Centuries at: leaſt; but when the Invocation 
of Saints and Ang gels, with all its Appenda- | 
ges, was brought into the Church; the A- 
dufe of Pilgrimage crept in alſo, and encrea- 
ſed daily, until ar laſt it became extremely 
corrupt · and ſcandalous. I ſhall not take up- 
on me; to determine at what Time ptecife- 
ly the worſhipping of Saints began to be 
uſed. The Memory of Martyrs was all along 
held in great Veneration. The Day of their 
Death was obſerved with great Solemnity: 
And at the Places where their Bodies were 
buried, Prayers were wont to be offered to 
s MY that God, for whoſe Cauſe they laid down 
their Lives: And becauſe the Lord was 
e pleaſed to give a gracious Anſwer ſome- 
times to ſuch Prayers; and it was often con- 
re 8 fidently reported, that the Martyrs them- 
d ſelves, or Angels repreſenting them, appear- 
d ed, ſome began to think that this was pro- 
5: 8 cured by the Mediation of the Martyrs, 
re whom they commemorated. After this, it 
7: began to be believed that there was peculiar 
& MR Holineſs in their Burial- Places, and great 
ut | þ Vertue in their. Relicks ; to . hcl, 
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13 


feldes. were invocated, and immediately ad- 


dreſſed to, both for heir Aſſiſtance and Inter- 
ceſfon. 225 9 
In this juncture, it was reported, that 34 
chere was a wonderful Apparition of a lu- 

minous Croſs ſeen over the City of Jeruſa- 

lem, and that the very Crofs was found up- 
on which our Saviour ſuffered. A magnifi- 
cent Church was built over his 2 1 
by the expreſs Order of Conſtantine the f : 
Great: And the Graves and Tombs of the , 
Saints and Martyrs were ſplendidly adorned | 
and beautified. All which concurring Cir- | A F 
$1 

* 
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eumſtances ſpurred on great Numbers off : 
People to viſit thoſe Places, and decoyed 
them by degrees into the idolatrous Prac- © 4 1 
tice of worſhipping Saints and their Relicks. 4 
And when Things were openly brought to 
this Paſs, Pilgrimages became of Coutſe very . 
corrupt. Theſe Places were reſorted to with 
2 Belief that Prayers were more — F 
at them, than elſewhere ; and that the Pi. 
grims ſhould obtain the Benefit of the Merits 
and Interceſſion of the Martyrs, whoſe Sheines | 
and Relicks they viſited. 

' Feruſalem, Bethlehem, and ſeveral other 
Places in Paleſtine, were the firſt, to which | 
Pilgrimages were made: And Robe was the a 

next that was repaired unto upon this Ac. % 
count, ad Salutandum Limina Apoſftolorum, to 
ſalute the Threſholds of the Apoſtles, Peter 
| and Paul; which were certain in Steps about che 
Hig 
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1 High Altar in St. Peters Church. + It was 
reported, that the Bodies of St. Peter and 


St. Paul were found in that City, That ma- 
Miracles were wrought by them, That 
Safeguard. and Protec- 
d were inſtead of Walls. 


Ja great Maltitude of Pilgrims thither. To 
© encourage them, there was an Inn appoin- 
red at Oftia for their Entertainment by Pan- 
machius in the fourth Century. In the ſe- 


& 


3 venth, they were ſupplied with the, fineſt 
Bread by the Pope. In the ninth, they were 


4x 
X 


8 


freed by Pepin, from paying any Toll or 


: 


Tribute, as they travelled through France to 
Rome. Pope Zachary ordered certain Dales 
to be diſtributed among them. And Paſchal. 
"Fenlarged the Revenue of St. Peregrines Hol- 


Ipital at Rome. And by the Council of The- 
lonuſe, held A. D. 1229, they were exempted 
1 paying any manner of Taxes, By theſe 
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I Illud vero fcitu dignum, anno Jnbiſei antiquitus a Bonifz- 
cio VIII. Papa inſtituti, ejus temporis Chriſtianos non niſi Ba,. 
licas Sanctorum Petri et Pauli Viſitaſſe. Quibus tertiam Lacera- 
v enſem anno Jubilei ſecundo, 1350, Clemens VI. adjuntit; at 
Cregorius XI. ob deiparæ Virginis Devotionem in futuro anne 
tertii Jubilei quartam addidit Sanctæ Mariæ Majoris, quæ omnes 
Patriarchales erant. Inde illud mirum, quintam Patriarchalem 
Eccleſiam St. Laurentii extra Muros prteteritam fuiſſe, dignam 
alioqui propter ejus Excellentiam quæ eodem anno ut alia Patri- 


archales celebraretur. Qua re ab alique Pontifice Animadver- 


sa, facile cæteris quatuor inſequentibus Jubilei annis addi pote- 
rit. Prababilis igitut cauſa hæc mihi viſa eſtjde ſeptem, ſive 
etiam novem Urbis Eccleſtarum frequenti peculiariq; Viſitati- 
one, jOnnuphrius Panvinias de præcipuis Urbis Romanæ Baſllicis. 
P-. 19, 29, 21, Edit Goloni, A. D. 1584. OO 


Means, 


. „ 
Means, as Pilgrims were enticed to go in 
great Numbers to Rome, ſo at the ſame Time, 
the Corruption of this Practice encreaſed ex- 
ceedingly; for the Cuſtom of carrying about 


did chen beginn. 


After the City of Rome, the main Spring 
of Idolatry, Compoſtella in Spain, became fa- 


mous for Pilgrimages, made to the pretended 
Body of St. James. There is no mention i 
made, by any ancient Author, of that Apo- 
ſtles being in Spain at all. Rodericus Xi- 
menius, Archbiſhop of Toleda, denied before 
the Lateran Council under Innocent the III. 
in a Debate between him and the Biſnop of 
Compaſtella, that St. Fames ever came into 
Spain, and preached the Goſpel there. To 
which: may be added the Teſtimonies of Ju- 


nocent the I. and Gregory the VII. affirming 


that Spain firſt received tlie Faith from Romè. 
However this Difference was made up, and 
the Story paſſed for Current, that St. James 
being ſlain by Agrippa, his Body was after- 
wards. carried to Compoſtella, in a Ship made 
of Marble by his Diſciples, and was there 
buried by them. Baronius ſaith that the Me- 
mory of it was quite loſt, (for who could re- 


1 


member that, which never had any manner 


Merida in Arragon diſcovered it by a mira- * 
culous Light in the Time of Alphonſus Caſtus, 


Images, and making Oblations to St. Peter 
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of Exiſtence,) until Theodomirus Biſhop of ft - 


A. D. 816. When this Body Was ſaid to be ; 


there 


1 

there was any Mark, or Inſcription, where- 
by it appeared to be St. James s. Nor were 
there any credible, or ſo much as probable 
Teſtimonies to atteſt the Truth of the Mi- 
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it. There was nothing but Dream and Hear- 
ſay for the whole Story. And yet Baronius 


Pope Calliſtus the II. wrote a whole Book, 
which upon the, Credit of his Infallibility 
were ſwallowed down by Wholeſale ; and, 
at laſt, the Legend was put into the Roman 
Breviary, the Subſtance of which is this, 
That St. James the Son of Zebedee having 
aſſed through Judea amd Samaria, came into 
pain 20 preach the Goſpel, and having con- 
verted ſome there, he returned to Jeruſalem, 
carrying his Diſciples with him ; where he was 
ſlain by Agrippa; and his Body afterwards was 
carried into Compoſtella, where it is ſolemn- 
hh worſhipped by Pilgrims flocking thither from 
es 4 Parts of the World. 2 
r- 8 The miraculous Tranſlation, from Naza- 
de reth to Loreto in Italy, of a Chappel ſaid 
re to belong to the Virgin Mary, hath been the 
le- ¶ Occaſion of another celebrated Pilgrimage: 
re- There are two Proofs alledged for the Con- 
1er firmation of this wonderful Removal, which 
1 ſhall mention without any Remarks, they 
ra- being ſo very ridiculous and incredible, that 
us, they confute themſelves. The 1/ is an Ac- 


hat in the Chappel it ſelf, thus tranſlated by 


ere E Biſhop 


racles, that were reported to be wrought by 


calls it a Store-houſe of Miracles, of which 


count of it to be ſeen in a Table hung up 
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Biſhop Stilling fleet. 2d. Diſcourſe in Vindi- 


which ſtood in the Country of Judea, in a City 


of Galilee whoſe Name was Nazareth; in which 


Chamber the Virgin Mary was born, and bred 


up, and afterwards there received the Salutati- 


on of the Angel Gabriel, and in the ſame Cham- 
ber ſhe educated her Son Jeſus Chriſt zo the 
Age of twelve Tears. After the Aſcenſion of 


Chriſt to Heaven, the Virgin Mary remained 
upon Earth with the Apoſtles and other Diſci- 


ples of Chrift ; who ſeeing many divine Myſte- 
ries performed in the ſaid Chamber, did by the 
common Conſent of them all decree, to. make a 
Church of that Chamber to the Honour and 
Memory of the B. Virgin Mary, which they 
did, and the Apoſtles and Diſciples conſecrated 
that Chamber to be a Church, and there ce- 


lebrated divine Offices, and St. Luke the E- 


vangeliſt with his own Hands made an Image 


to the Likeneſs of the B. Virgin, which is there 


to this Day. 


Afterwards that Church was inhabited, and 2 | 
honoured with much Devotion by the Chriſtian | 


People in thoſe Parts in which it ſtood, as long 


as the People remained Chriſtians. But after 
they renounced the Chriſtian Faith, and em- 
braced Mahometiſm, the Angels of God took 
away the ſaid Church, and carried it into the 
Paris of Sclavonia, and there placed it by a 


certain 


cation of the Proteſtants Grounds of Faith, 
p- 442. The Church of our B. Lady of Lore- 
to was a Chamber of the Houſe of the B. Vir- 
gin Mary, Mother of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
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certain Caſtle, called Fiume, where it met 707 | 
with that Honour which the B. Virgin deſired. 


Therefore the Angels came and took it from 
thence, and carried it clear over the Sea, into 


the Parts of the Territory of Recanati, aud 


5 : Mr ” ö . p 321 PALIT 
there placed 2 Lu d Wood which belonged 20 4 


noble Lady, who had the Command of the City 


of Racanati, and was Qwner of the Wood whoſe 


Name was Loreta ; and from her the Church 
took its Name of St. Maria de Loreto. In that 


Time, by reaſon of the great Concourſe of all 
People to that Wood in which the Church re- 
= mained, abundance of Robberies and Miſthiefs 
were committed there ; and therefore the An-. 


gels again took up the Chappel, aud | carried mt 
to a Hil belonging 40 two Brothers, where 


the Angels ſet it down : Theſe Brothers get- 
ting a vaſt Revenue by the Reſort of Pilgrims 


thither, and the Oblations by them made, fell 
to a great Diſcord : Upon which the Angels 


came again, and took away the Chappel from 
that Place, and carried it into the Highway; 
aud there placed it where it is now, with ma- 


ny Signs, and innumerable Gifts and Miracles. 


Then all the People of Recanati went to ſee. 
the Church which ſtood upon the Earth, with- 
out any Foundation ; and being aſtoniſhed at ſuch 
a Miracle, and fearing left it ſhould come to 
Ruine, they compaſſed it about with a good thick 


Wall, and a ſtrong Foundation, as it is ſeen at 
this Day; and yet no one knew, from whence 


that Church came into thoſe Parts, until in A. 
D. 1290. the B. Virgin appeared in'a Dream, 
. | 2 T0 


1 


to a certain Man much devoted to her, to 
whom ſhe revealed the foregoing Things, and 
he preſently divulged them to certain honeſt 
Men of that Country, who immediately reſol- 
ved to know the Truth of theſe Matters; and 
| therefore determined to ſend fixteen notable 
good Men to Nazareth, to find out the Truth 
of them, who carried with them the Meaſure of 
the ſaid Church; and there they found exactly 
the Foundation of it, and the juſt Meaſure : 
And to make all ſure, they found it- written 
upon a Wall, That ſuch a Church had been there, 
and was gone from thence ; and thefe Perſons 
upon their Return, certified the Truth of all 
theſe Things : And from that Time it was 
known, that that Chappel was the Chamber of 
the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, and the Chriſtian 
People ſbewed great Devotion towards it; for 
the Bleſſed Virgin there every Day, doth in- 
wite Miracles as Experience ſhews. | 
There was a certain Eremite, that was cal- i 
led Brother Paul of the Wood, who dwelt in a a 
ſmall Cottage in that Wood, and every Morning 


went to divine Offices in that Chappel, and 


was a Man of a great Abſtinence and a holy 
| Life, who ſaid, that ten Tears before, or there- 


abouts . on the Day of the Nativity 0} the Bleſ- 4 | 


ſed Virgin, being the Eighth of September, 
two Hours before Day, in a clear Air, going 
out of his Cottage towards the Church, he ſaw 
a Light deſcend from Heaven upon the Church, 
twelve foot long, and fix broad, and when it 
was upon the Church, it vaniſhed ; upon which, | 


TW [0 
he ſaid it was the. Bleſſed Virgin, which therg - 
appeared on the Day of her Nativity, and came 
ro ſee her Feaſt obſerved ; but no Man ſaw 
her befides this holy Man. EN 
To confirm the Truth and Certainty of all 


theſe Things, two honeſt Men of this Village, 


reported them ſeveral Times to me Terema- 
nus the Overſeer and Governor of the ſaid 
Church: One of them was called Paulus Re- 
naldatii, he other Francis Prior. The ſaid. 
Paul told me, that his Grandfathers Grandfa- 


ther ſaw when the Angels carried the ſaid 


Chappel over the Sea, and placed it in the 
Wold ; and that he and other Perſons oft-times - 
went to the ſaid Chappel. And the ſaid Fran - 
cis oft-times ſaid to me, that his Grandfather 
being one bundred and twenty Tears old, ſaid. 
that he went often to the ſaid Church in the 
Mood. Moreover, the ſaid Francis averred, 
that his Graudfathers Grandfather had a Houſe 
and dwelt there ; and that in his Time the 
Chappel was remoued by Angels from the Hill 
of the Tuo Brothers, to the Highway, — 
Deo Granan I 
_ Imprinted at Venice, by Benedictus 
de Bindonis, A. D. > ED 


The ſecond Proof, is a Story told by Tur- 
ſellinus, * which he faith is ſo well atteſted, 
(by no Body, I ſuppoſe, for he doth not 
mention any, ) that it is a Sin to doubt of it. 


— 


3 Hiſt, Lauret. 1, 2. c. 18. 


A certain Prieſt. of Dalmatia; + Being hugely 


they would pull out his E 


his Entrails taten out; aud after having of- 


[ 20 J 


Chriſt and Mary : They being enr, his 
asked of him what he meant by uſing thoſe 
Names ſo much; he told them they ſtuck to his 
very Entrails; upon which they threatned, that 
1825 'if he did not 

immediately curſe them both "Which they re- 
ſolving to lo, the poor Prieſt made a Vom to 
the B. Virgin vf Loreto, that if he lived he 
would go in Pilgrimage hefe Ar which In 
they being more enraged, cut ofen-his Breaſt, 
andi pulled out all his Entrails, aud gade em 
into his Hand,” being now rea T fink,cand | YN 
Bill him go and carry them td hh Tady of Lo- 

reto. The PYieft preſently 28h A May, 

aud after many Days Fourney, comes ſafe to Lo- 

reto, having his Entrails is his Hand. Where- |* 

ever he came, great flucking of People there was 

about him, (fox who would not run to ſee ſuch 7 

a Sight: ) And to our Ladies Servants, be 

eus his naked (or rather empty) Breaſt, and 


devoted to the B. Virgin of Loreto, was taken 
Priſoner by the Turks; who would have forced p 
him to renounce his Religion, which he would | 
by nb Means hear of; but ſtill called upon 

ged at him, 
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fered up his Devotions to the B. Virgin, in the 
Sight and Embraces of her, he breatbed his 
laſt. This was a fad Concluſion, for one 
would have hoped, that his Bowels ſhould Þ% 
have been put into their own Place, and the 


„ 


| T Bp. Srillingfleer, 16, p. 453. 


poor 


C as } 


poor, Votary perfectly cured of the inhuman 
Butchery, which the Infidels committed up- 


on him, that ſo he might have lived to have 
ſeen the Pilgrimage to this miraculous Chap- 


„ 


pel fully ſettled and eſtabliſned, and to have 
got ſomething by it himſelf. „ 
It is not my Deſign to treat of all the Pla- 
ces, to which Pilgrimages are made, but only 
to mention ſome of the moſt Remarkable ; 


that from theſe Inſtances it may appear, how 


this Practice took its Riſe, and by what no- 


torious Frauds and Impoſtures it hath advan- 


ced to that Height of Folly and Corruption, 
which it is now at in the Church of Rome. 
But before I proeeed to that which I chiefly 
intended, there are two Things relating to 


Pilgrimage in general, which it may not be 


amiſs to take Notice of here. 
1. That the Monks had a great Hand in 
promoting this corrupt Practice. In the 


fourth Century, this Sort of Men began to 


form themſelves into regular Societies, to 
build Monaſteries, and to live by themſelves. 
In the fifth Century, their Number encreaſed 
ſo much, that towards the latter End of it, 
there was hardly any Chriſtian Country, that 
had not abundance of them. It was repor- 
ted of Anthony, (the firſt Monk, accordin 

to ſome ; and to others, the firſt but one 5 


. 
7 


that he wrought many Miracles. And it was 
ſaid of Pachomius, the firſt who appointed 
IF Rules for their Government, that he had ſeen 
many Viſions and Apparitions. In the _ 

1 5 


. 48 J 3 
Century, Fictions of this kind were multi- 
plied exceedingly ; for then (as Du Pin ac- | 
knowledgeth * ) There was nothing heard of 
more than Miracles, Viſions, and Apparitions ; (* 
and the Veneration due to Saints and their Re- 
Ticks, was advanced beyond their juſt Bounds. 
And the Monks of the next following Ages, 
knowing full well what Gain to make off 
ſuch Deluſions, and being ſenſible how apt 
the auſtere way of Living, which they pro- 
feſſed, was to get them Credit and Eſteem |? 
among the common People, ſet up Relicks | 
at their Monaſteries, to entice Pilgrims to 
come to them. And, when it was 4x by) 
Experience, that this was a profitable Trade, 
and the miſerable Ignorance of the People 
gave Grounds to hope, that it was like to 
continue, there was great Variety of theſe 
Knick-knacks provided, that ſuch as were 
diſpoſed to go to the Relick-Marker might | 
be entertained according to their Taſte and 
Fancy. Of this I ſhall give a Specimen, that 
it may appear, what an horrible Affront the 
Church of Rome hath thereby offered, not 
only to Religion, but to the common Senſe 
and Diſcretion of Mankind. =... 
+ At Rome there are to be ſeen, and ado- 
red, the Stone upon which Abraham was a 
bout to ſacrifice his Son /ſaac. The Stone 
upon which our Saviour was placed, when I 
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* Advertiſement to the Reader, fixth Century. #. 
r Lafels's Voyage into Italy. . 
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1 
he was prefented in the Temple. The Top 
öf the Lance, with which Chriſt's Side was 
pierced, and the Statue of Longinus under 
it. The Smock of St. Priſca, in which ſhe 
was martyred, above 1400 Yeats old. A 
Thorn of the Crown of Thorns, which was 
put upon our Saviour's Head. The Head of 
the Woman of Samaria, who was converted 
by our Saviour. The Arm of St. Aue, Mo- 
ther of the B. Virgin. St. Pauls Chain. The 
Table upon which our Saviour did eat the 
Paſchal Lamb. Scala Sancta, that is, the 28 
Steps of white Marble, up which Chriſt was 
led in his Paſſion to Pilates Houſe; and 
upon ſome of which aro ſhown the Marks of 
his Blood, ſent by Helena from Feruſalem to 
Conſtantine. A Picture of our Saviour, ſaid 
to be begun by St. Zuke, and finiſhed mira- 
J culouſly by an Angel; or, (as others ſay) as 
St. Luke was preparing to draw it, and fal- 
ling to his Prayers to God, that he might 
draw it aright, when he aroſe, he found the 
Picture Failked to his Hand. The holy Crib 
oft our Saviour. The Pillar at which our Sa- 
viour was whipped. * At Venice, ſome of 
our Saviour's Blood gathered up at his Paſ- 
lo- ſion, with the Earth upon which it was ſpilt. 
A Thorn of the Crown of Thorns. A Finger 
one of bf St. Mary Magdalen. A Piece of St. John 


hen the Baptiſts Skull. A Tooth of St. Mark. 
1 — 
192 * Ibid. 

a 4 8 | Item, 


' 
1448 4 


Habit. Some of the B. Virgin 8 Hair. The 
Sword of St. Peter. A Piece of Chriſt's white 


8 Pod. One of the Stones, wherewith Sr. Ste 7 


15 + At Turin, tlie holy Syndon | in "which 4 
'Chriſt's Body Was buried. . 


The Arm, and ſome Part of tlie Body of 


Part of the B. Virgin's Veil. The Head of 


The Head and Finger of St. Stephen, and an I 


| which ung f boy up oy, Year on me 


1 


Item, one of his Fingers, and his Ring with 2 3 
Stone in it. A Piece of John the Bapriſt 2 


Robe, when he was fer ar nought by He. . 


1 Was ſtoned. 


At Prague, the Head and Arm. of Long tus. 1 
Some Relicks of Abrabam, Iſaac, and Jace 4 


zaris: Two —_ of two Girdles of ch 4 
Virgin. A Part of the Body of * "Mark, and 
a Part of the Goſpel of 18 own Hand-Wri. I 
ting. A Piece of St. Joby. the Evangeliſt' 4 
Coat. A Piece of the Staff of St. Peter, and , 
another Piece of St. Pauls Staff. A Part of FW: 
St. Peter's Chain. A Finger of St. Aune. 4 
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St. Luke. (Memorand. that he hath another 1 
Head ſhewed in a Church at Rome.) Some 
of the Relicks of St. Tat harine of Alexandria. 


2 Fl 


Arm of one of the holy Innocenti. 1 
The Vial of St. Mary Magdalen, (kept uf 

the Church of St. Maximin in France,) into 

which ſhe put the Blood of our Saviour, | 


—_ 
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Beſi des, great Quantities to be ſeen al 
Rome, Mantua, and ſeveral other Places, men- 
rioned by Ferrandus. And when ſome are ſo 
impertinent as to ask, how ſo much of our 
Saviour s Blood could be gotten, Ferrandus 
and Biel anſwer, that he had a whole Legion 
of Wounds; even 6666. And Alanus de Ru- 
be hath reckoned every Drop that he thed; 
and. ſaith, that the Sum total amounts to 

oY 547500. ns" 
"LY The Tears of Chet are pretended to be 
kept in two feveral Places in Fance; and 

Ichoſe put into à Vial by the B. Virgin her 
WES lf, if rhe Jeſuit Ferrandus be rightly inform- 
ri. ed in this Matter. . 
nem, a vaſt Quantity of the Virgin Ma: 
al ry's Milk, according ro Ferrandus, to be ſeen 
in. Judea, Iraly, Spain, and many other Pla- 
ces. 

Ditto, ſeveral Locks of her Hair, for tho 
Irchey believe her Body to be aſſumed up into 
me Heaven, yet no doubt, faith” the fame Au- 
4 Frhor, but by frequent Combing, enough 
an would fall off ro furniſh the ſeveral Churches 
„ in Rome, Spain, France, ' and other Places 

Avith ir, who could not fail to take Care of fo 
recious a Relict. 

5 ½ Laſtly, che Forcokin of Chriſt, about 
which Cardinal Zolet ſaith * great Miracles 
© VEE e whought”'s at e in | Tray, A. D. 
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from the Latergu Church in Raue, A. D. 
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ſtimonies of two Popes, Eugerius the IV. 4 
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chat fo weighty a Matter ſhould be left to 


chat the Virgin Mary tqld her, that a little 


M1 1 
2559. after it had been ſtolen by a Soldier? 


1527. (for which an Action of the Caſe lay 
very fairly againſt him,) but it lay undifce. þ? 
vered, till after his Death. And yet Fer.“ 
randus tells us, that Germany, Flanders, Lo. 
rain and France, all boaſt that they have it.. 
Bolland ſaith, that Antwerp pleaded a Poſle(- þ 
ſion of it for almoſt 500 Years, as alſo the Te. 


D. 1446. and Clement the VIII. A. D. 3599. þ 
Symphorianys Campegius in Bollandus faith, 
that it is at Anicium, (le Puy) in France, to- 
gether with Aarons Mitre. Others ſay, that 
it was carried by an Angel to Charles the þ* 
Great, and placed by him at Aten. So that, 
it ſeems, the ſame Relick may be in ſeveral |! 
Places at once, or that counterfeit Relicks“ 
can work Miracles, as well as true. Ferran 
dus, (as he wiſely imagined,) found our 23 
volution of this Difficulcy. 1. By a Multi. 
plication. 2. By a wonderful Replication, 
that is, T ſuppoſe, by its bouncing inviſibly 4 
fo quickly from one Place to another, that | ⁶ 
it might be, as if one ſhould fay, in ſeveral | 

Places at once. But Pope Jynocent the III. 
notwithſtanding his Infallibilicy, thought fit, 
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no one might doubt of the Truth of this Re. 
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ins kev has, the rombent the 
Care of the facred Prepuce to St. .. 


2. Although the Preyalency of this Cuſ- 


tem, and the great Profir which it brought 
the Mexks' and others, made it dangerous 
for any one to ſpeak againſt it, yer it was 


oppoſed in ſeveral Ages of the Church, and 


that by ſome of great Character for their 


piety and Learning. ; 22 
Gregory Nyſſen, who flourifhed in the latter 
End of the ivth. Century, condemneth this 
Practice, with much Learning and Judgment, 
in a Letter written concerning Pi/grimages to 


| Feruſalem. The Word of God, (fair 1 he) which 


is the true and ſolid Foundation of real and 
ſubſtantial Piety, is the only Rule of Life, and 
Pilgrimages are no where commanded in it. 
Then he affirms, That they have been the oc- 
cafion of much Wickedneſs and Lewdueſs ; aud 
that they conduce nothing to true Devotion. Af- 
ter this helays, That God is preſent in other 
Countries, as well as Jeruſalem ; and that be 
eſpecially dwells there, where his Religion doth 
flouriſh, He ſhews, That true Piety conſiſts in 


4 freere Knowledge of Chriſt, and God is equal- 


ly near to all thoſe, who invocate and ſeek Him. 
Laſtly, he concludes, That the Grace of God 
is not confined to any Place. He argues with a 


3 true Spirit of Religion on this Subject. 


Whereſoever you are, ſaith he, God will come 
to you, if your Soul be prepared and diſpoſed for 
bim to dwell in it ; but if the inward Man be 
unclean and full of perverſe Imaginations, though 

you 


L 28: 1 


you. were in Golgotlia, or the Mont of Olives,” 
or even under the\Menument of: his Reſurrecti- 
en, ou. yy be: as ofar_ from 3 Obriß, 
as. they-who da not;believe'in Him. 
. Beginning: of: che dert Century,: . 
Vigilautias a Pecghyter: of Nanceluuu, aondem- 
a the Worſhipipg:of.Saints,: and Veacrati: | 
on. chen given to. Roliekæs. 1 -# 
In the 8* Century, Baniface rel 
called Wiefrid or Wittfred;: an Engliſh-man, 
Archbiſhop of Mentz, in a Letter to Cui h- 
Zert, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, tells him, that 
it were convenient to reſtrain the Women and 
Virgins of England, from going in ſuch Num- 
bers to Rome, . becauſe; the greateſt Part of 
them were Debauched, — cauſed grear : 
Scandal in che Church Net 
Claudius Clemens, Biſhop of Tarir, in the 
beginning of the next Age, Wrote a Book, = 
which he maintained: chat : we.gught not 
Honour Images, ot Worſbin the Craſs; and 
that it is of n — to. Viſit the Chur - 
ches, where the Bedies of Saint ere. laid, or 
Honour their. Relicks.“ DV Pin ſays, that ir 
appeats from che. Confutations. af it hy Jonas 
Biſhop of Orleans, and Dungalat the 
That. it was written with — Bristueſs and 
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Patricks Purgatory, and to mention the ſe- 4 


already done at large, with ſo great Accu- 7 


of Clogher, that there is hardly any Thing | 


| Pilgrimage as it is now uſed. 
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CHAP. III. 


Of the Riſe of the Pilgrimage 10 Pa- 
tricks Purgatory. — 


ND thus having given ſome 
Account of the Original of 
Pilgrimage in general, and the 
great Corruption of it. I ſhall 
now proceed, to enquire into 
= the Riſe of this Pilgrimage to 


veral Turns and Revolutions of it. In which | 
1 ſhall be very Brief, becauſe this hath been 


racy and Judgment by Doctor Jones, Biſhop | 


more to be done, than to tread in his Foor- 
ſteps in this ſearch ; and my chief Defign is 
ro ſhew the great Folly and Impiety of this 
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The common Tradition among the Papiſts 
both at Home and Abroad is, that this Par- 
gatory, was firſt found by St. Patrick, the 
Triſh. Apo tle ; whereof the Church of Rome 
hath. left enen no Room to doubt now, ſince 
they ate told in the * Office and Lirurgy of 
St. Patrick, Columb, Brigid, &c. That the Pe- 
nitential Cave is yet to. be ſeen, which is called 
after his Name, the Pit or Purgatory of St. 
Patrick. And in the Hymn, + and Antip— 
hone, * the Purgative Power and Vertue of 
this Place is ſaid to be revealed to the Triſh 
Apoſtle, great Father Patrick; and that (as 
the Story goes) in Auſwer to his earneſt 
Prayers to God, that the unbelieving Natives, 
who ſcoffed ar the Rewards and Puniſhments 
of the other World, might thereby be con- 
vinced of them, by their own Experience. 5 

But nevertheleſs, there are ſome f Pa opiſh 
Wrizers who ſeem to doubt of ir. Aud 

Campion the Jeſuit * denicth it: And that 
Sr. Patrick was not the Author of this feign- 
ed Purgatory, is very evident, from theſe two 


ch Reaſons. 
en . Becauſe, if we enquire into the Religion 
u- of the ancient Jriſp, we ſhall find that the 


Doctrine of Purgatory was not received among 
t in his Days. St. Patrick was very care- 


Ot- — 5 RRR 1 
* N 5 * Lect. 6. p. 14. edit, Pariſris, A. D. 1620. 
his > 1 Ibid. p. 851 
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U Sranibu /f in in vita S. Pat. 1. 2. of 65. 
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1 

ful, to plant in Mens minds a belief of Hea-. 
ven and Hell; but we do not Read, that he 
taught them one Word of Purgatory : In his 
Book, De tribus Habitaculis, there is no men- 
tion of any other State after this Life, but 
of theſe two only; for Purgatory is a Place 
of later Invention than his Time. There 
ze (ſaith he) three Habitations under the Power 
of Almighty God; the firſt, the lowermoſt, and 
the middle. The higheſt whereof is called the 
Kingdom of God, or the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
the lowermoſt is termed Hell; the middle is 
named the preſent World, or the Circuit of the 
Earth. The extremes whereof are altogether 
contrary to one another : ( For what Fellowſhis 
can there be betwixt Light and Darkneſs, be- 
ik twixt Chriſt and Belial > ) but the middle hath F* 
„ | Some Similitude with the extremes. For in this 
# World, there is a mixture of the bad and of the 
good together. Whereas in the Kingdom of Go 
there are none bad, but all good. But in Hell, 
there are none good, but all bad. Aud both 
theſe Places are H out of the middle. * 
For of the Mes of this World, ſome are lifted 
up to Heaven, others are drawn to Hell. Name- 1 
ly, like are joined to lite; that is to ſay, good 
to good, and bad to bad, juſt Men to juſt Angels, 
wicked Men to wicked Angels; the Servants of | 
God to God, the Servants of the Devil to the 
Devil. The Bleſſed are called to the Kingdon [7 
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t 
prepared for them from the beginning of the 
World : The curſed are driven into the everlaſt- 
ing Fire that is prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels. Sedulius, , in his Comment on Rom. 
7. faith, That Death or Life ſucceedeth the end 
of this Life. And Claudius, another Iriſh Au- 
thor, on Gal. 3. That Chriſt took our Puniſh- 
ment upon Him without Guilt, that thereby he 
might releaſe our Guilt, and finiſh our Puniſh- 
ment. To which Purpoſes there is an ancient 
* Canon of one of our Synods, wherein it is 


If afficmed, thar God keeps the Soul until it appears 


before the Tribunal of Chriſt, who rendreth its 
now tot, according to its Behaviour; and that 
neither the Archangel can lead it to Life, until 
the Lord hath Judged it. nor the De vil tranſ- 
port it to Pain, unleſs the Lord do damn it. 

2. Though Religion and Learning flouriſh- 
ed in freland towards the latter end of St. 
Patrick's Life, and in the next two following 
Centuries, (as Bede and Focelin affirm) inſo- 
much that it was called the Iſland of Saints; 
yer this Place is not ſo much as once men- 
tioned by any of the Writers of thoſe Times. 
Nay, there is not one Word of it in any Au— 
thor whatſoever, for more than Seven Hun- 
dred Years after St. Patrick. Probus, an Au- 


thor (in the Opinion of Meſingham, f moſt 


worthy of Credit, who was Bede s Contempo- 


r 


* Synod. Hybern. in vet. cod. Canonum, tit. 66. MSS. in 
Biblioth. Corton, | Foy | 
f 7ho, Meſſingham tract. preamb. de nominibus Hibern:.. 
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I 1 
rary, 4. D. 731, which was Two Hundred 
and Ninety nine Years after St. Patrick, firſt 
wrote his Life, not omitting the moſt minute 
and trivial Things; and yet he doth nor give 
the leaſt Hint of this Purgatory. . Focelin alſo 
- Publiſhed an exact and full Account“ (ac- 
cording to Meſſingham ) of St. Patricks Life, 
from his Infancy to his Death, about tlie 
Year of our Lord, 1183, that is, Seven Hun- 
dred and Fifty One Years after St. Patrick, 
and Four Hundred and Fifty Two after Pro- 
bus; and he doth not take any manner of 
Notice of it. And ſurely it muſt be verjß . 
ſtrange and unaccountable, that they ſhould | 1 
overlook the moſt remarkable Occurrence of 
his whole Life, and ſay nothing of ſo celebra- ÞY 
ted a Place. A Place! in which there was a 
a Paſſage diſcovered into the other World, 
into which any one, that pleaſed, migh not 
only enter and ſee the Joys of Heaven, and 
the Torments of Purgatory and Hell; bur alſo 
be thoroughly purged from all his Sins, by 
doing Penance at it; for which extraordinary 
Reaſon, it became the principal Means of the 
Converſion of the 7ri/þ Nation; and there- 
fore Pilgrimages were frequently made to it, 
in thoſe Days, if we may believe O Sullevan tf, 
and Sfaniharſt *; upon which Account it 
is called of all memorable Things in Ireland 
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* D- Via S. Par. lib. 2. p. 65, | 


o 9 b 


& 


E 
the moſt memorable, by O. Sulle van, and 
by Peter Lombard, of all Places in that 
land, the moſt Holy and moſt Celebrated, 
That an obſcure Place ſhould be paſſed by in 
Silence, where nothing, worthy to be Record- 
ed and Handed down to Poſterity, had been 
tranſacted, is no more than might be ex- 
pected ; but that- the moſt renowned Place 
in the whole World for a moſt rare and un- 
common Miracle, even for affording a Con- 
venience of paſſing and repaſſing to and 
from the other World, ſhould be buried in 
Oblivion, and be altogether neglected by 
the Writers of thoſe Times, is a Thing 
alrogether incredible; and muſt be looked 
upon as ſuch, by all thoſe, who are not 
under the Power of ſtrong Deluſion and 
have not entirely given themſelves up to 
the arbitrary Will and Pleaſure of thoſe, 
who lie in wait to deceive. 2 
And therefore, when the Advocates for 
this Purgatory felt themſelves pinched by this 
Objection, and ſaw that they could not get 
over ſo great an Omiſſion, they added two 
Chapters (the CX CVIII, and CXCIX) to 
Jocelin s Life of St. Patrick, in a MSS. Copy, 
in which there is an Account given of this 
Place, and a Tale of what happened to one, 
that went into it. But (beſides that in che 
Printed Editions of FJocelin, there are but 
CXCVI Chapters; and Roth in his Elucida- 


* Tbid. p. 14. 
F Per. Lombard. Hibernus de Regno Hiberniæ, cap. 20. 
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tions upon Jocelin, added to Meſingbam's Flo- 
rilegium, concludes the Book with the 
CXCVI Chapter, containing an Account 
of St. Patrick's Burial at Down) theſe two 
Chapters are taken every Word out of the 
golden Legend, and Petrus de natalibus, as 
may be ſeen. in Jacob. de Voragine, Legend. 
Aur. cap. 49. It is true indeed, that Jocelin 
in the CLXXI and CLXXII Chapters makes 
mention of St. Patricks Purgatory, in theſe 
Words, He went, up an high Mountain in 
Connaught, called Cruachau- Aigle, on the 
Top of which very many. uſe to Faſt. and 
Warch, Sc. But this is ſo far from being a 
Proof of this great Purgatory We are now 
ſpeaking of, that it implies the contrary : 
For this Place mentioned by Focel/in, and cal- 
led by ſome Patricks Purgatory, is on the Top 
of an high Mountain in Connaught, and is re- 
markable for nothing, but grievous Torments, 
which (as it is ſaid) the ffn S imagined they 
ſuffered in their Sleep, and by which they con- 
ceived themſelves, to be parged from their Sins: 
Bur, rhis, whereof. we are now Treating, is 
ſaid to be in an Iſland in Logh-Derg, in the 
Province of Uſſter, and famous for a Cave 
through which there is a Paſſage into the 
other World. And if Jocelin had known or 
believed that there was ſuch a Place diſco- 
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* Subijt--in montem excelſum Cruachan Aigle vocatum in 
Connacis conſtiturum. In cujus Montis cacumine Jejunare et 
vigilare conſueſcunt plurimi, &c. | 
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vered by St. Patrick, when he was giving an 


Account of the Purgatory in Connaught, who 
can think that he would not have ſaid ſome- 
thing of this? And thus having made it ap- 


pear, that this Impoſture muſt be of later Dare 
than St. Patrick ; I ſhall proceed to give the 
beſt Account, that I can, of its Original. 
In the 6 Century, Viſions, Reyelations, 
and Apparitions began to be much talked of, 
and too much credited in the World. And 
the Veneration paid to Saints and their Re- 
licks was adyanced to a great Degree. Theſe 
Deluſions increaſed more and more, until the 
12 Century, when they came to their high- 
eſt Pitch: For then nothing was more com- 
mon than Miracles wrought by Relicks, and 
nothing more frequent than Mens falling into 
a Trance, and having their Souls conducted 
by Angels or Spirits into the other World. 
During theſe Times of great Darkneſs, Su- 
perſtition, and Credulity, this Fable was con- 
trived, but in what Century exactly, I can- 
not find out. It is probable, that it was in 


the 110 or the beginning of the 12 Centu- 


ry; for the firſt News that we hear of this 
Purgatory, was in the Reign of Stephen King 
of England, by Henry of Saitry an Engliſh- - 
man, who lived in the 12 Century, about the 
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* St, Mary's Abby near Dublin, was Erected An. 948. Cam- 
pion's Hiſtory of Ireland, p. 58. Hanmer, 55 90. 
Dionatus the good King of Ergall, founded the &bby of Mel- 
Hout, in Mac Murrough's Time. ibid. | | 


Year, 


kb | 
Year, 1140. Now, it being muchto be doubted 
whether or no thete was a Convent of Canons 
Regular, of the Order of St. Auguſtiu, in Ire. 
land, near St. Patrick's Time. And there be- 
Ing no mention made of the Monaſtery at 
Logh Derg, before rhe xiith Century, it is 
probable, that it was erected about that Time. 
And ir being uſual for the Monks in thoſe 
Days, to make a great Hand of Pilgrims and 
Votaries, by ſetting up Relicks at their Mo- 
naſteries, or by pretending to a Power of 
Working Miracles, or by giving out that 
Viſions and Apparitions were frequent among 
them: This Story of the Cave, was probably 
Forged then, to bring the Monaſtery into 
great Vogue and Eſteem among the People, 
and to draw Cuſtomers to it. 
But however this might have been; we 
find that the Credit of this Place depended 
in the 12* Century, upon the Report of one 
Perſon, Henry of Saltry, a Benedictine Monk, 
and a Man entirely given up to Legend 
and Superſtition ; for he is the firſt and on- 
ly Perſon, who made mention of it until 
that Age. And whatſoever Ralph of Cheſter, 
Henry Knighton, John Brampton, Matthew Pa- 
ris, Vincentius Bellovacenſis, and Antonius Flo- 
rentinus have ſaid of it, they took it all from 
him, * and he from G/bert a Monk, who gave 
him this particular Account of it. 4 certain 
Knight, by ſome called Egnus, and by others 


— 


— 


* Uſer, de Primord. Eccl, Brit, p. 897. | 
were 
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more commonly Oenus, aud Ocneus a. Native of 
Ireland, having returned thither from ſerving 
Stephen Xing of England, in his Wars, and ta- 
king into ſerious Conſideration the Trregulari- 
ties of his paſt Life, made his Confeſſion to au 
Iriſti Biſhop, and deſired that, by way of Pe- 
nance, he ſhould be commanded to ge into Pa- 
tricks Purgatory ; which being granted with 
much ado, away he went to it, and being ſhut ub 
in the Cave, he walked through many ſpacious 
= Rooms and Paſſages under Ground, until he was 
brought at laſt into the general Purgatory, and 
from thence to Hell itſelf ; over which by the 
convenience of a narrow Bridge ſet over it, he 
travelled into Paradiſe; from which, ( all in a 
few Hours) he came back to the Cawe, and be- 
ing let out, goeth a ſecond Pilgrimage to Jeru- 
ſalem; and from thence returns to England ; 
where he tells the King of his Reſolution to for- 
fake the World, and betake himſelf to a religi- 
ous, that is, a monaſtick Life. At this time, 
(ſaith Henry of Saltry) Gervaſius Abbot of 
the Monaſtery of Luda, obtained leave of the 
King of England, for a Monk, called Gilbert, 
to build a Monaſtery in Ireland, who being ig- 
norant of the Triſh Tongue, ſent this Oeneus 
alias Owen, along with him to be his Inter- 
preter, which Office he undertook and faithfully 
difcharged. - When they were private together, 
Gilbert was very inquiſitive about this Purga- 
Tory, and the wonderful Torments, which- the 
Knight had ſeen and learned by Experience in 
it ; and did often give a Narration thereof, in 


* Henry 


1 

Henry of Saltry's own Hearing: Who being 
leſirous to be better informed about it, (and 
who could blame him for this) conferred with 
two Abbots of Ireland; one of whom ſaid, that 
he never heard of the like Thing in his Coun- 
try: but the other affirmed, that all was true, 
and that ſeldom any of thoſe, who went into 
that Purgatory, ever returned. And the ſaid 
Henry further ſaith, that having asked one 
Florentianus, Biſhop of Clogher, Nephew to 
St. Patrick the third of that Name, and Cam- 
panion to St. Malachias Archbiſhop of Armagh, 
about that matter, He anſwered, That that 
_ Purgatory was in his Biſhoprick, and confirm- 
ed the Truth of it to him. 8 

And thus we ſee upon what firm Ground 
th's famous Purgatory ſtood, when the firſt 
Account of it was ſpread abroad in the 
World; the Sum of which is this. Above 700 
Years after St. Patricks Death, Oeneus, 2 
Knight Errant, gives an Account of it from 
his own Experience, to Gilbert a Monk, who 
had got Leave from Stephen King of Eng- 
land, to build a Monaſtery in J7reland (pro- 
bably a Monaſtery at Logh-Derg.) Gilbert 
rep2ats the ſame by Word of Mouth, to Hen 
ry of Saltry, who hath ir fully confirmed to 
him by Florentianus, Biſhop of Clogher. Now, 
| beſides that this Story ſhews it ſelf at firſt 
Sight, to be a meer Fiction ; there are two 
Things which evidently prove both the Fal- 
ſity of it, and the Weakneſs of the Contriver. 
One is, that King Stepben had not the _ N 
5 1 of 
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of granting any Land in Jreland, at leaſt in 
the County of Donegaul; his Succeſſor He- 
7y the II. being the firſt that laid Claim to 
that. The other is, that there never was an 

= Florentianus, Biſhop of Clogher. Both which 
= Miſtakes, are ſo palpable and obvious, that 


ö 

ö probably they were the Reaſon, why Jocelin 
(cho he lived after Henry of Saltry, and ſhew- 
e ed Inclination enough to magnifie St. Patrick) 
0 yer took no Notice of this Pargatory, being 
„aware that ſuch groſs Blunders, could nor 
„ ſome time or other, bur diſcover the Thing 
t WY to be a Cheat. 
But notwithſtanding thoſe manifeſt Proofs 
ot Fraud and Impoſture, this Legend ſoon 
- after gained Credit in thoſe Times of great 


Darkneſs, inſomuch that the Place was much 
reſorted to by the Natives. And it prevailed 
ſo far at laſt, that the great Fame of it ſpread 
over all Europe, and“ brought Pilgrims from 
Abroad to do Penance at it. In the Records 
of England it appears, that Foreigners came 
in Pilgrimage to it. Edward the III. gave 
Letters Teſtimonial to Maleteſta Ungarus, a 
Knight of Ariminum in Italy, ſetting forth 
thar he had duly and courageouſly performed 
rhe Pilgrimage into St. Patrick's Purgatory in 
Ireland, being ſhut up in it, as the Cuſtom 


* Stanihurſt, in vita, St. Pat. I. 2. p. 65) 
I Vid. Bp. Jones of St. Pat. Purgat, p. 54, 55, 56. 
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was, one whole Day aud Night together, A. 
marick of St. Amand Knight, Juſtice of Ireland, 
A. D. 1357. And the Prior and Convent of 
the ſaid Place, having firſt certified the King 
of the Truth thereof. I find in Mr. Addi. 
ſon's Travels, that the Pope had a Quarrel 
about this Time, with one Malereſta, Lord of 
Rimini, (as Ariminum is called in the Italian 
Tongue:) And that the Inhabitants of this 
little Commonwealth, having aſſiſted his Ho- 
lineſs, Maleteſta was foreed to ſubmit; upon 
which, it is probable, that this Penance was 
enjoined him, and that he brought this Cer- 
tificate, to ſatisfy the Pope that he had per- 
1 formed it. Nicholas of Ferrara, a Lombard, 
had alſo Letters of the ſame Date, and to the 

ſame Purpoſe. Cog: 

According to O Su/levan, one Ramon, 2 
5 Spaniard, Viſcount of Perels, and Baron of 
Sereta, went into this Purgatory, A. D. 1328. 
which was the 2d. of Edward the III. but the 
j Relation which he gives of it, is ſo full of 
| | Falſhoods and Inconſiſtencies, that no Credit 
is to be given to it. Milo, Archbiſhop of 4r- 
magb, ſent Letters Recommendatory, dated 
| March 15, 1365. to the Prior of Logh- De, 
| in Behaif of fohn Bonham, and Guidas 
Cifi, two Pilgrims who had a mind to viſit 
that Place. It wete eaſy to give many In- 
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Hit. Cath. Hib, tom. 1. lib. 2. cap. 1. p. 14. 
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ſtanees of this Kind, and therefore it will be 
neceſſary to add only one more, to ſhew how 
long it was held in Eſteem, and that is, Let- 
ters Teſtimonial from Octavianus Archbiſhop 
of Armagh, A. D. 1485. certify ing, that John 
Carhi, Francis Praly, and John Burgeſs, French 
Pilgrims, had viſited that Place, and done 
the uſual Penance, which may be ſeen at 
large in Biſhop Jones s Deſcription of Patrick's 
Purgatory. p. 58, 59. 
Soon after this it began to decline, and not 
long after, viz, A. D. 1497. being the 1370. 
.of Henry the VIL it was demoliſhed with 
great Solemnity, on St. Patrick's Day, by the 
Popes expreſs Order; whereof we have. an 
Account in the Nſter Annals, in theſe Words, 
* The Cave of St. Patricks Purgatory in 
Logh-Derg, was demoliſhed in that Tear, on 
St. Patrick's Day, by the Guardian of Done- 
gaul, and ſome Perſons in the Deanery of Logh- 
Eirn, deputed by the Biſhop, by Authority of 
the Pope. Every one underſtanding from the 
Hiſtory of the Knight, and other ancient 
Books, that this was not the Purgatory which 
Patrick had from God, though every one re- 
ſorted to it. . 5 
There were ſeveral Perſons of Note, all 
along in the Church of Rome, who rejected 


— — 


. | 


* Uaim Phurgadora Padraig ar Loch-Dearg, do briſeadh ar la 
Fheile Padraig, &c. | 


made 
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this Story as fabulous. And others, from 
Italy and France, who went in Pilgrimage to 
it, not finding it agreeable to the Reports 
made of it, declared that it was a Cheat; by 
which Means, our ſubterraneous Cave( which 
is really not a Foot under Ground) loſt its E- 

ſteem and Reputation, and was demoliſhed. 
But the Impoſture was too profitable, and 
the Pilgrimage too convenient, for carrying 
oh the Deſigns of the Popiſh Clergy, to be 
dropt by them. Therefore, when the Reaſon 
of its Demolition was forgotten, and the Ge- 
neration that ſaw it thrown down, were all 
dead, the Place was repaired ; and it being 


given out, that the Pope's Command was 


only to level the Ground, and to take away 
the Paſſage into the lower Purgatory, the Peo- 
ple were invited to viſit it again; who, being 
much devored to their Prieſts, flocked to ir 
as faſt as ever, until the Lords Juſtices 
with the Advice of the Privy Council, by 
their Order, bearing Date Sept. 13h. 1632. 
commanded that it ſhould be quite broken 
_ down, defaced and demoliſhed ; and prohibit- 
ed any Convent to be kept there for the 
Time to come, or any Perſon to go into the 
faid Iſland on a ſuperſtitious Account ; where- 


of Dr. Foxes Biſhop of Clogher, hath given a 


particular Account, (to which the Reader is 
referred) in his learned and judicious Trea- 
riſe of Patrick's Purgatory ; Printed at Tan- 
don, 1647. from which I have taken a great 


Part 
* 3 ow 


E 
part of what hath been related here, concer- 
ning the Original, Progreſs, and Demolition 
of this ſuperſtitious Place. 

Nevertheleſs, it was repaired again, and 


Pilgrimages made to it as much as ever. And 
no publick Notice taken of ir, until by an 


1 Act which paſſed in the Second Year of 


the Reign of Queen Anne, Pilgrimage in 
general was prohibited in this Kingdom, 
and this one parricularly, as being the moſt 


remarkable, for Superſtition and Idolatry, in 


the following Words. And whereas the Su- 
perſtitions of Popery are greatly increaſed and 
upheld, by the pretended Santtity of Places, 
eſpecially of a Place called St. Patricks Purga- 
tory, in the County of Donegaul, and of Wells, 
to which Pilgrimages are made, by vaſt Num- 
bers at certain Seaſons ; by which, not only the 
Peace of the Publick is greatly diſturbed, but 


= the Safety of the Government alſo hazarded by 
= the riotous and unlawful aſſembling together of 


„ Thouſands of Papiſts, to the ſaid Wells, 
and other Places: Be it further Enacted, That 
all ſuch Meetings and Aſſemblies ſhall be deem- 
ed and adjudged Riots and anlawful Aſſemblies, 
and puniſhable as ſuch, in all or any Perſons 
meeting at ſuch Places as aforeſaid. And all 
Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace, and other Ma- 
giſtrates, are hereby required to be diligent, in 
putting the Laws in Force againſt all Offenders, 
in the above Particulars, in dae Execution. 


And 


"1 @& 5 
And for the mote effectual preventing and 
ſuppreſſing all ſuch ſuperſtitious, dangerous, and 
unlawful Aſſemblies, be it further Enacted, that 
all and every Perſon and Perſons, meeting or 
aſſembling at St. Patrick s Purgatory aforeſaid, 
or at any ſuch Well or Place, contrary to this 
Ad; and who ſhall be thereof convicted, by his 
or their own Confeſſion, or by the Teſtimony of 
one or more ſufficient Witneſs or Witneſſes, up- 


on Oath before any Fuſtice of the Peace in am | 
County, or Mayor, or other chief Magiſtrate of 
any City, Borough, Town or Corporation, whi 
ſhall have the Power, by Virtue of this Act, ti 


miniſter ſuch Oaths, where the Offence ſhall be 
committed, or the Party offending apprehended, We 
ſhall forfeit the Sum of ten Shillings, to be paid 
at ſuch Time as by the ſaid Fuſt ice of the Peace, 
or other chief Magiſtrate ſhall be appointed; the 
one Moiety thereof to ſuch Perſon or Perſons 
who ſhall give Information of the ſaid Offence, 
and procure ſuch Offender or Offenders to be 
convicted, the other Moiety to be diſpoſed of to 
the Poor of Pariſh, where ſuch, Offenders 
ſhall be convicled. And if ſuch Offender or O, 
fenders, ſhall neglect or refuſe to pay the ſaid 
Sums, to be aſſeſſed or appointed as aforeſaid, 
then the ſaid fuſtice of the Peace, or other chic} 
Magiſtrate, ſhall commit all and every ſuch Of- 
| fender or Offenders, to ſome Conſtable or other 
_ #nferiour Officer of the County, City, Town or Cor- 
poration, where the ſaid Offence ſhall be commit. 
ted, or the Percy apprehended, to be _ 
4 - =D „ i. 
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whipt ; which Puniſhment the ſaid Conſtable or 
other inferi our Officer, is hereby required pub - 
lickly to inflict and execute, purſuant to the Or- 
der of the ſaid Juſtice of the Peace, or other 
chief Magiſtrate, within the Space of 24 Hours, 
after ſuch Order received: Aud that all aud 
every Perſon and Perſons, who at ſuch Afſem- 
blies build Booths, ſell Ale, Viflaals, or any o- 
ther Commodities, and ſhall thereof be lawful- 
ly convicted, by the View of any Fuſtice of the 
Peace of the ſame County, or of any chief Ma- 
giſtrate within ſuch Town, wherein the ſame 
ſhall or may be, or by the Confeſſion of the Par- 
ty, or by the Oath of one or more credible Wit- 
neſs or Witneſſes, before ſuch Juſtice of the 
Peace, or other chief Magiſtrate as aforeſaid, 
By ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of twenty Shil- 
lings, to be forthwith levyed by Diſtreſs and 
= Sale of the Goods of ſuch Offender ; and in de- 
= fault of Diſtreſs, by the Impriſonment of the 
= ſaid Offender, till Payment thereof; all and eve- 
= ry the ſaid Penalties of twenty Shillings, to be 
applied to the Uſe and Service of the Publick, 
in ſuch manner as the Fuſtices of the Peace for 
the ſaid County, at their general Quarter-Seſ- 
frons ſhall appoint ; and all and every the ſaid 
Magiſtrates are hereby required to demoliſh all 
Croſſes, Pictures and Inſcriptions, that are any 
where publickly ſet up, and are the Occaſions of 
Popiſh Superſtitions. = 
But the Jriſb are ſo much under the tyran- 
nical Power of their Guides, and are kept 
in ſo great Darkneſs and Tgnorance by 
2 1 
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them, that notwithſtanding all the Means 
uſed to the contrary, this Practice is continued 


ſtill in Ireland, in its full Height of Superſti. 
tion and Idolatry, and no where more than 


at this Place. I ſhall therefore proceed to 


give an Account how this Pilgrimage is now 
performed. 5 
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How this Pilgrimage is performed. 


— 8 ſoon as he Pilgrims come 
| 218 within Sight ot the Holy 
> Hand, they pull off their 
\Y Shoes and Stockins, and u 
cover their Heads, and wal! 
— thus with their Beads in one 
N Haug and ſometimes à Crofs in the other, 
to the Lake. ſide, from whence they are waft- 
ed over, Paying every one ſix Pence for their 
Fraught. After Landing, they go immediate- 
ly to the Prior, and humbly ask his Bleſſing; 
and then to St. Patrick's Altar, where kneel- 
ing down, they ſay one Pater, one Ave, and 
one Creed. Riſing up, they kiſs the Stone 
of the Altar, and from thence go into the 
Chappel, where they ſay three Paters, three 
Ie and one Creed. Then, beginning at 
FS a Cor- 
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a Corner of the Chappel, they walk round 
it and St. Patricks Altar ſeven Times, ſay- 
ing a Decad (char i is, ten Ave Mary's, and one 
Pater Naſter) every Round. In the firſt and 
laſt Circuit, hey kiſs the Croſs that is be- 
| fore the- Chappel, and touch it with their 
Shoulders, the laſt Circuit. Next, they go 
to the Penirential Beds, every one of which 
they furround thrice outwardly, ſaying three 
Paters, three Ave's, and one Creed. Then 
kneeling, they ſay three Paters, three Aves. 
and one Creed. After which they enter the 
Bed, and circuiting it thrice in the Inſide, they 
tay three Paters, three Ave's, and one Creed; 
which done, they kneel and ſay again, three 
Paters, three Aves, and one Creed. All this 
muſt. be performed at each Bed. Leaving the 
Penal Beds, they go into the Water, and go 
round the metamorphoſed Stones, called Cao. 
ranach, thrice, laying in the mean Time, five 
Paters, five Ave s, and one. Creed; and then 
they lean upon the Corner of one. of them. 
After that, they go further into the Water to 
leac na mbonn, and ſtand upon it, ſaying one 
Pater, one Ave, and one Creed, with their 
Hands lifted up. From the Water they re- 
turn to the Chappel, where they repeat the 
Lady's Tſalter, e, conſiſts of fifty Ave s, 
and five Paters, and according to ſome; of one 
bandred and fifty Ave's, and fifteen. Paters.) 
And thus they finiſh one Station, which mult 
be performed thrice a Day, about Sun-riſing, 
Noon, ys Sun-{ering > RO orhen Food — 
3 —_— : Brea 
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at this Rate. 
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Bread and Water being allowed the Pilgrims. 
On the ninth Day, the Prior puts the Pil- 


grims into the Cave, where they are ſhut up 


very cloſe for twenty four Hours. During 
this Time, all manner of Refreſhmenr is kept 


. * 


from them, and they are debarr' d of the Li- 


berty of anſwering the Neceſſities of Nature; 
but, above all Things, they are cautioned 
not to ſleep, the Prior telling them, that the 
Devil will certainly carry them away, (as 
he hath done two Cave fulls already) if he 
ſhould catch them napping. | | 

While they are in the Cave, they are 
bound to perform the ſame Tally of Devo- 
tion, as on the preceding Days. On the 
tenth Day they are let out, at the ſame 
Time of Day that they entcred ; afrer which 


they go immediately into the Water, and 


being ſtark naked, they waſh their whole Bo- 
dies, and more particularly the Head, to 
ſignify that they are entirely cleanſed from 
their Sins, and that they have broken the 
Dragons Head in the Water, and have left 
their ſpiritual Enemies drowned in the Red 
Lake, as Moles left the Egyptians drowned 
is the Rod Bas. © | 

If the great Blindneſs, and Credulity of 
the Triſh. Papiſts, and the Sway which their 
Prieſts have over them, and the wrong Uſe 
that they make of it, were not well known; 


one would hardly think it poſſible, that 


they ſhould fuffer themſelves to be deluded 
And therefore that I might — 
able 


t  ] 

able to give an exact Account of this Pilgri- 
mage, I went to the Place my ſelf, and took 

Copy of the following Inſtructions with 
By own Hand, and comparing the Practice 
77 the Pilgrims with them, I found that they 
obſerved them very exactly: Theſe Inſtruc- 
tions being kept there both for the Direction 
of the Pilgrims, and for their Satisfaction, as 
to the Reaſonableneſs and Efficacy of the ma- 


ny fooliſh Things impoſed upon them, 1 ſhal 
ſer them down here at large, 
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Concerning the ſpiritual profit of the 2 
HY 1 mags: 7 


2 3 that a Man Sorting, Company 
and Converſation with others, having a 
Care of Family and Riches, hath ſeveral Occa- 
ons and Temptations of Offending God, hath 
need therefore to ſeparate himſelf from thoſe 
Occaſions and Cauſes, either for à Time, or for 
ever, to ſave his Soul, by doing Penance in ſo- 
litary Places, as King David did, who ſaid to 
the Lord, Pſal. 54. Behold, flying J. kept far 
from the World, and rematuod. in Solitude, but 
ſee, what was be doing there, he did expect him 
who ſaved him fromthe of Temptation 
and Weakneſs of his, Nature, ſeeing Iniquity 
* Contradidtion in the City, between which 
FF vo- 


A T the Entrance to this Pilgrimage, con- 


k 
two, it is hard for a weak and frail Man to 
behave himſelf from offending God, which the 
Prophet Jeremy perceived, 9 ch. Saying, who 
will lead me in the Solitude of divers Tages, : 
and I will leave my People and forſake them; 
IT may ſay with the Prophet Iſa. 2 ch. That it is 


fl God by his ſpecial Grace ſends a Soul to the 
= Solitude, and ſpeaks to her Heart; let us there- 


fore imitate our Saviour, who was led by the 


holy Spirit in the Deſart, to faſt and pray, 


Matth. 4. and Forerunner, John the Baptiſt, 
who kept in the Defart til the Day of his Ap- 
pe arance, preaching to the People of Iſrael, Luk. 
10. in preaching, I ſay Penance, and the Fruits 
of Penance, that in as much as Man did glori- 
fy himſelf and was in the Light, ſo much be 
ſhould: give himſelf Sorrow and Grief, and dou- 

ble Puniſhment to his Body, to his Works, Re- 
vel. 18. in whatſoever Member or Thing he of- 
fends, in the ſame let it be puniſhed Sapient : 
Since therefore we offended God, by keeping bad 
Company, let us take our ſpiritual Retreat often 
at Home, and ſometimes to that holy Deſart; 
and we who took too much Pleaſure in eating 
and drinking our Bodies at Home, - let us mor- 
tify the ſame by Cold, Faſting, and Praying in 
that Solitude. 
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14 J 
Patrick, Zare- headed and bare-footed, for if the 
Place where the Angel ſpoke to Moles, concers 
ning the Deliverance of the People of Iſrael 
from the Egyptian Slavery, was ſo holy that 
Moſes was commanded to go thither bare-foot, 
Exod. 3, Why not this Place, where St. Pa- 
trick the Meſſenger of God, ſent for our Deli- 
verance from the diabolical Seruitude of Sin, 
Spoke to us, fhould not be haly. why ſhould not 
we therefore go thither bare-foot and bare-head: 
ed. And if Joſhua was commanded to take of 
his Shoes, ſpeaking to the Prince of the Hoſt of 
the Lord, becauſe the Place where he ſtood waz 
holy, Joſh. 5. why the Place where we ſpeak ti 
God and to the Prince of the Saints of our Aing- 
dom, ſhould nat be alſo holy; and if Iſaiah the 
Prophet was commanded to go naked and bare- 

foot for the Sins of others, ww ſhould not we 

enter this boly Place bare-head aud bare-foot, to 
do Penance for our own Sins, Iſaiah 26. 

But we enter this Iſie by Water, to fulfil that 
of David, Pſal. 65. We paſs through Fire and 
g ater, aud you brought us t0 repreſent, that by 
the Fire of Devotion and Water of Tribulation, 
we are led thither by God, to the ſpiritual: Re- 
freſhment of our Souls and Conſeiences. 
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our Sins are expelled, Eccleſ. 7. 10. 2. Humi- 


T2, 


CAP, Il. 
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Concerning the Station and Perambulation 
| abour rhe Chappel. 


A + 
| | humbly received the Priors Bleſ- 


ing: we begin at St. Patrick's Altar, 


BS kneeling and ſaying one Pater, one Ave, and one 
Creed, one Pater ftgnifying the Unity of God, 
ho works all our Works in us, Tai. 26. and eſpe- 
BY cially our Penance, which we now begin in his 
%%% Name, But we ſay the Ave, that as we 
received our Saviour by the B. Virgin, ſo by her 
BJ aterceſſion we may receive Grace from God, to 
begin our Penance, and enjoy Salvation for our 
Souls. We ſay our Creed to profeſs our Faith 
before God, who by Faith purifies our Hearts, 


15. and to pleaſe himſelf by our Penance, 


N which is impoſſible without Faith, Heb. 1 V. 
Aud thoſe very Reaſons may ſerve for the Aves 
; and Creeds ſaid and rehearſed hereafter. Ri- 


ing, we kiſs the Stone of the Altar, that our 


Lriguities aud Sins may be cleanſed, as the Ini- 
uities of Iſaiah the Prophet were cleanſed, Ey 
WW ouching with. his Lips the Stone of the Altar, 
| Ifai. 6. Afterwards we go into the Chappel, 
JJ here we ſay three Paters, three Ave's, aud one 


Creed, that we may receive from the holy Tri- 


vit) three Things moſt neceſſary to begin our 


Penance, (viz.) the Fear of the Lord, by which 


lity, 


BB. 

lity, by which our Prayers penetrate the very 
Clouds, and will not depart till the Higheſt 
may behold us, Eccleſ. 35. and Patience, by 
which we poſſeſs our Souls, Luke 12. Then we 
begin at the Corner of the Chappel, the Station 
of circuiting the Chappel and St. Patrick s Al- 
tar ſeven Times, ſaying a Decad, every Round, 
in Satisfaction of the Sins we have committed 
the ſeven Days of the Week, and in Reſemblance 
of the ſeven Circuits of the Walls of Jericho, 
and by Reaſon the Fuſt fall ſeven times a Day, 
that is, in the Temptation of the changeable im- 
perfect worldly Man, Joſh. 16. and riſes, Prov, 
24. and according to David, Pſal. 26. J have 
ſurrounded and offered in his Tabernacle of the 
Hoſt, calling often; but the firſt Circuit we kiſs 
the Croſs that is before the Chappel, to ſignify 
that we take up our Croſs to embrace it, and to 
follow Chriſt, who ſpilt his Blood ( ty which we 

are waſhed from our Sins) ſeven Times for us; 
1. At his Circumciſion. 2. In the Garden by 
his bloody Sweat. 3. At the Pillar. 4. By 
the Crown of Thorns. 5. By ſtripping him 


naked at Mount Calvary. 6. On the Croſs 


before bis Death. 7. By opening his bleſſed 


Side by a Lance, after he was dead. And like. | 
wiſe the laſt Circuit, we kiſs the Croſs, and 


touch it with our Shoulders before we depart, to 
fignify that we intend to perſevere in bearing 
our Croſs on our Shoulders for Chrift's ſake, 
unte our Lives end. n 
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Concerning circuiting the ſeven Penitential 
| Beds. | | 
. <C Z. Brenans. 2. O. Katherines. 3. St. 


x J Brigids. 4. Sr. Columbs. 5. St. Pa- 
tricks. 6. Sr. Aveogs. 7. St. Moloſſus's. z. e. 
Moluis, Confider that we ſurround each three 
Times outwardly, ſaying #hree Paters, three 
Ave's, and one Creed, the firſt for the Sins 
of Cogitation, the ſecond for the Sins of Lo- 
cution, the third for the Sins of Operation ; 


or which Sins, kneeling we humble our ſelves, 
By /aying three Paters, three Ave's, and one Creed, 


that we may obtain from God true Contrition of 
Heart, fincere Confeſſion .of Mouth, and a full 
Satisfaction of Deeds, by which we ariſe from 
Sin, and ſo rifing, we enter the Penal Bed, to 
be purged better from our Sins, ſa we circuit 
inwardly the ſame Bed thrice, ſaying three 
Paters, three Aves, and one Creed; the fir? 
Pater, for the Sins we have committed out 
of Infirmity againſt the Father; the ſecond, 
for the Sins we have committed out of Tgno- 
rance againſt the Son; the third, for the Sins 
.of Malice againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; for which Sin 
we humble our ſelves kneeling, and we ſay three 
Paters, three Aves, and one Creed, beſeeching . 
that by the Power of the Father, the Wiſdom 
of the Son, aud Goodneſs of the Holy Ghoſt, 
we may obtain full Remiſſion of all our Sins. Or 
- _w_ . we 


[ & 
we ſay twelve Paters to obtain the twelve Fruits 1 
of the Holy Ghoſt, viz. Charity, Joy, Peace, p 
Patience, Benignity, Goodneſs, Longanimity, 
Mildneſs, Modeſty, Continence and Charity; 7 
and we continue this Station at the ſeven Penal AY 
Beds, to do Penance for the ſeven Capital Sins, 
and to invoke God, and to obtain from him to 
grant to us the ſeven Moral Virtues, contrary 
to the ſaid Mortal Sins, viz. Humility, Libe- 
rality, Chaſtity, Brotherly- Love, 'Temperance, 
 Meekneſs, and ardent Devotion. 


A 


A 


Concerning the Stations in the Water, and 


the Pſalter of the B. Lady. 


Frer we leave the Penal Beds, we enter the 
Water, a ſharp, rocky, and uneaſy Way, by 
reaſon we were tired in the Ways of Iniquity aud 
Perdition, and walked hard Ways, and knew 

not the Way of the Lord. Sap, 5. And to avoid 
hereafter the Way of Sinners, which is paved 

with Stones, and in their Ends are Hells Dark- 
eſs, Eccleſ. 21. We andergo this ſharp Path, 
we ſurround the Stones in the Water thrice, in 
Satisfaction for our Sins of our Underſtanding, 
Vill, and Memory, and we ſay five Paters, five 
Ave's, and one Creed, adhering to the Corner- - Þ 
Stone, which is Feſus Chriſt, that we may draw | 

From his five Wounds a Remedy for the Sins oc- 
cafioned by our five Senſes,” for © Death enters in 
at thoſe Windows. We go then further into the 
OO EE OO T0 08 


Water, where we ſtand upon a Stone, ſaying one 
Pater, one Ave, and one Creed ; we ſay the 
one Pater, becauſe we require one Thing, which 
is the Remiſſion of our Sins, the which tends to 
one Thing, which is Life Everlaſting, Pſal. 26. 
And that by one Mediator, which is Feſus Chriſt, 
be being the Fundamental Stone whereupon we 
are to ſtand firm, and hath ſeven Eyes, Lach. z. 
which are the ſeven Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
viz. Wiſdom, Underſtanding, Counſel, Forti- 
tude, Knowledge, Godlineſs and the Fear of the 
Lord, without which Gifts, we cannot adhere 
10 Chriſt, nor ſtand firm on the Rock of Paith, 
and lifting up our Hands, we believe that 
Vom Above we receive all good Gifts, if by. his 
Aſſiiſtance we may be enabled to walk in the 
Paths of his Commandments hereafter, Pſal. 
118. Then we come to St. Patricks Altar, 
where we ſay one Pater, one Ave, and one Creed, 
By praying that the Lord who begun our Penance, 
= may finiſh it. Afterwards we enter the Chappel, 
and ſay our Pfalter upon our Knees, 1. In 
= Thanksgiving to God Almighty, who is gloriouſly 
nagniſſed in our Penance, and by whoſe Grace 


„ve left in the Water the Horſe and Horſeman, 
1 IR viz. the Devil and Sin, Exod. 15. 2. Becauſe 
„ WR fy the Myſteries rehearfed in the Pſalter, our 
© Salvation begun, our Saviour appear d, and by 
be ſame we may receive Remiſſion of our Sins, 
vp and hope for Life Everlaſting. We perform 
:- [Rt thoſe Stations thrice a Day, Firſt, to obtain from 
60d firm Faith, ſure Hope, and true Charity, 


a Secondly, becauſe all our Sins in this World do 
Yeu Tots: 4. » 
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TW, 


roceed from the Concupiſcenſe of the Eyes, aid 
rade of Life, 1 John 8 780% Tha AY 
David, Pſal. 54. In the Evening, Morning, and 
Noon, the Lord may hear our Voice, Dan. 6. we 
pay thrice a Day, worſhip the Lord, and confeſ; 


before him. Fourthly, To be freed from Fa. 


mine, Sword; and Peftilence, which are the or. 
diniry Plagues fent by God upon Earth on Sin- 
r Tn, md 
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ncerning the Faſt Cave, or Sepulchre. 


Nds N ( © EM 
E faſi niut Days, becauſe we are to 
be afſumed. to nine Orders of Angels, 


X 


mics 4 „% „ 


Sin, we enter the Cave or Sepulcbre wher: 


1 


| Rock, and be tho hidden in the Earth from the 


Face of the Lord, aud Glory of his Majeſty : 

ale, in dark. Places, and in the Shadow if 
Np Pfal. 87. My Sin placed me in the ob. 
ſcure Places as the Dead of the World. Pſ. 142. 

But cannot the Lord work Miracles upon the 
Dead, Pſ. 88. Read both Pſalms," raiſe them t 
Life again, for his dead are alive, and thoſe 


that are ſlain of his, will ariſe, awake and praiſe 


Je 


Far aur Sins have placed us in the Inferiou 
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= :he Lord, ye that dwell in Duſt ; therefore my. 
People, go and enter into the Chambers, and 

ſhut the Doors, and be hidden for a little Time, 

until the Indignation of the Lord paſſeth away 

Hy our Penance, Iſ. 26. For. the Soul that is 
þ ſorrowful for the Greatneſs of her Evil, or go- 

erh crooked, or weak, and then the Eyes failing 
with Watching and Faſts, the humble Soul will 

9 give Glory T9 Juſtice to the Lord, Ber. 

= After leaving the Cave, we go inta the Wa- 

ter, where we waſh our ſelves, eſpecially our 

BY Heads, to fignify that we ought to be cleanſed 

from our Sins, and break the Dragon's Head in 

Bl the Water, Pl. And even as the Children 
ef Iſrael Jeft their Enemies drowned in the Red 


dea, /o we are to leave our ſpiritual Enemies 
; 


| Þ drowned In this Red Lough, by our laborioug 
Baptiſin, by which we are buried with Chriſt. 
Death, that even as Chriſt roſe by the Glory 
he ef his Father, ſo we may walk in the Newneſs 
of Life, Rom. 5. Which. God of his infinite 
, Aercy, by the Mediation of Feſus Chriſt, grant 


;, to all the Pilgrims that will ever repair thi- 
ih x ther. Amen. 1 3 | | 


And thus their Pilgrimage, or Turras (as 
0 Whey call it) is ended. While it laſts, they 
hear Maſs ſeveral Times every Day; and 


p hey have a Sermon conſtantly preached to 


chem in 7r;/þ, about one a Clock Afternoon. 
the } They are obliged to Confeſs, before they be- 
„sia their Stations, and ſome do it much oſt- 
ner, paying ſix Pence for every Aung 45 
S443 | | 


"yy 
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In their Circuitings and Perambulations, they 


muſt walk with a Croſs-ſtaff in their Hands. 


And their croſſing, bowing, and kiſſing of 


Stones are almoſt innumerable. If any one 


cannot conveniently perform this Penance 


himſelf, when he comes to the Place, he may 


obtain Licenſe from the Prior for another to 
do it for him. It is alſo uſual for ſome, that 
never ſaw Logh-Derg, to get it done by Proxy; 


which is eſteemed to be as good, as if they did. 


it in their own Perſons. 
Du Pin ſaith, that this Cuſtom of doing Pe- 
nance for another, was introduced in the ele- 


venth Century, Eccleſ, Hist. 11. Cent. p 126.. 


which is a plain Confeſſion, that it hath no 
Foundation in the Word of God]; fo that it is 
an apparent Contrivance to get Money, and 
an evident Impoſition upon the People : For 
if one be able to do Penance himſelf,, why 
ſhould he be excuſed for not doing ir ; and if 
he be not able to do it, God requireth not Im- 
poſſibilities. The Marcionites uſed to baptize 


the Living, in Behalf of the Dead, and from 


thence it ſeemeth (as Biſhop Jewel obſerveth, 
p. 588.) was derived the Romiſh Doctrine, chat 
in ſolitary Communions, the Prieſts receive 
the Sacrament for the People as well as for 
themſelves ; for, as they ſay, all Chriſtians 
are one Body, and the Pricſt is the Mouth of 
this Body ; therefore as the Mouth of the 
material Body eateth not for it ſelf only, but 
for the whole Body ; ſo when the Prieſt re- 


ceiveth the Sacrament, the People communi- 


oarc 


E 
cate by the Mouth of the Prieſt, and the Ver- 
tue thereof paſſeth into all the Members of 


the. great Affinity it bears to Penance by 
proxy, -inſomuch that they ſeem both to be 
dug out of the ſame Quarry. 


Reſpect and Veneration, who generally kneel 
down and ask their Bleſſing. Mrs. Perrott, a 
E worthy Gentlewoman in my Neighbourhood, 


at Patrick's Purgatory, was entertained very 


this Account, and that ſhe got up before Day, 


which the Papiſts in the Neighbourhood faid, 
that ſhe had not been at Logh-Derg, and that 


r ds. Mien eas 


ter coming immediately from that Place, 


the Church. But this by the By, becauſe of 


I When they return from Logh. Derg, they. 
are treated by the common People with great 


z told me, that not long ſince a Woman, who 
gave out that ſhe came from doing Penance 


civilly in one of her Neighbours Houſes upon 


and. ſtole all the Linnen in the Houſe ; upon 


no one could be guilty of tuch a Crime, af. 
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Of ſome other | Superſtitious Places In 
this Kingdom. 


T. Johns Well in the County 
of Meath, is alſo much reſorted 
to by Pilgrims. To keep up 
the Credit of this Spring, it is 

is faid, That one Mr. Warren, 

of the Land about it, having un- 
dertaken a Pilgrimage to the River Jordan, 
as he was waſhing himſelf in the Water, 
his Staff dropt into it, and was conveyed 
through a ſubterrancous Paſſage to this Well, 
and caſt up by the Ebullition of the Wa— 
ter on a Midſummer day, in the ſight of his 
Herd, who bringing it to Mrs. Warren, ſhe 
knew it to be her Husband's Staff, and 
found an Inſcr ption upon it, giving an Ac- 
1 5 count, 


6 J 


count, that great Benefit would be got by 
; going in Pilgrimage co that Well upon St. 
John Baptiſt's Day, (if not by the Pilgrims, 
= to be ſure, by the Owner of the Well, and 
the: Pariſh Prieſt) It is generally viſited on 
Midſummer- eve; but they ſay, Fourteen days 
before, or after, will do well enough, if 
one cannot conveniently attend at that 
Time. When Pilgrims come within Sight 
of the Well, they walk bare Head and bare- 
= Foot up to it, and drink plentifully of the 
Water, which is purging, and impregnated 
with ſome Mineral. They. kneel at the Eaſt 
Corner, and ſay, Five Paters, Five Ave's, and 
One Credo; they ſay the ſame Number in 
the ſame Poſture, at every one of the other 
three Corners, and go thrice round thus, 
which makes up one Station. They go 
through Four of theſe Stations; after which 
they knell in the Water, ſay Three Paters, 
Three Aves and One Credo, drink of the 
Water, waſh themſelves in it, and conclude. 
all with Prayers to John the Baptiſt, for his 
Help ; and. Interceſſſſ on. 
At Cranfield, in the Pariſh of Dramaul, in 
the County of Autrim, there is a South run, 
ning Spring of common Water, ſaid to be 
Conſecrated by St. Colman, a famous Triſh 
Saint. Pilgrims go to it on May eve. The 
empty and clean the Well in the twi-lighr, 
ſtay all Night about ir, ſaying, a certain 
Number of Paters, Aves, and Credo's. In 
the Morning they find ſmall tranſparent 
4 EE Z 
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Stones of an Amber Colour in the botrom 
of the Well, which (if you believe them) 
grew there the Night before, and will pre. 
{erve * thoſe, that carry one of them about 
them, from any Loſs by Fire or Water. 
Theſe Stones are to be found there at any 
Time, yet the Natives thereabouts will nor 
be convineed of it. ä 

There is a Tradition among the TJriſb, that 
St. Patrick brought three Croſſes from Rome 
to Ireland, and that St. Colman ſet up one 
of them near Ardbo Church in the County 
of Tyrone, on the Brink of Loughneagh. This 
Croſs is about Eightetkn Foot high, four 
Foot ſquare, and pretty well cut, having 
Images of their Saints on every ſide. They 
believe that ir is better to Pray before it, 
than in any common Place, and that the 
Water directly oppoſite to the Croſs, hath 
great Vertue in it for healing Man or Beaſt. 
The Pilgrims go thrice round the Croſs up- 
on their Knces, ſaying their Beads, and at 
the weſt Side of the Croſs they Bow to it. 
When they have done they leave a piece 
of Silver on the Pedeſtal, for the uſe of a 
Family deſcended (as they ſuppoſe) from 
Colman s Clerk, purſuant to the Saint's own 
Order and Direction in his Life time. 


—_— Ku ————— 


Te "TI 


\ 


* Colzanus AQ, Apoſt. p. 246, 247, tells us, that St. Col. 
an planted a Tree, and that any bit of the Wood, carried a- 
bout by any Perſon confiding in the Saint, was a miraculous 
Security againſt the moſt imminent dangers of Death, 
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At Clunfad eaſtachd in the Pariſh of Galloon, 
and County of Monaghan, there is a Well, 
pretended to be Conſecrated by St. Parrick ; 
about Sixty Paces diſtant from which, there 


is a ſmall heap of Stones, with a big Stone 


on the Top, having the print of his Knee in 
it, and over all a Stone croſs, ſaid to be 


etected by - himſelf there; and Forty nine 
Paces from thence, an Alder Tree, which 
ſprung up, (as the Story goes) immediate- 
ly upon his Bleſſing the Ground, where it 
now ſtands, The Pilgrims to this Place, firſt 


kneel at the North fide of the Well, ſalute 
St. Patrick, and ſay Fifteen Paters, and One 


Credo. They riſe up, bow to him, walk 


thrice round: the Well, and drink of the Wa- 
ter every round at the Place where they be- 


gan. From thence they go to the heap of 


Stones, bow to the Croſs, kiſs the print 
of St. Patrick's Knee, and put one of their 
Knees into ir. Then they go thrice round 
the heap on their Knees, always kiſſing the 
Stone that hath the print of St. Patrick's 
Knee, when they come to it, they riſe up 


and bow to it, and walk thrice round, bow- 


ing to the ſaid Stone when they come be- 
fore it, and the laſt time kiſs it. From 
the heap of Stones they go to the Alder 
Tree, they begin at the Weſt ſide with 
bowing to it, they go thrice round, and 
bow to it from Eaſt and Weſt, and con- 


clude their great Superſtition and Idolatry, 


with Fifteen Paters, and One Credo. When 
33 any 


* 
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any of the Neighbourd: have any of their 
Catrle ſick, they bring ſome of the Water 
of this Well for it to drink, troſting in God 
and Sr. Parrich, that it will cure Ic. 51:0 


twixt Belturbet and Cavan, à holy Well, or 
rather a Pond, of which Mr. Patrick Bredin 
of Tniſmore, a very grave and religious Gentle. 
man, was pleaſed to favour me with the 
following Account * Letret, as followed 


. g * 
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rocking ro my Promiſe; 1 give you 
this Account of the. Superſtitious 
dolatry committed at Loughſlane, neat 
the Church of Urney, oppoſitèe to my 
Houſe, which I have been an Eye: wit. 
neſs to for the moſt of Thirty Years paſt, 
as follows. I came to ſetrle in this Con- 
e cern of Iniſmore, about: the Year 1683 


my next N eighbour, one Mr. Johuſton, 
came to ſee me, and going to convey him 
part of the way home, we came near the 


9 
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way between his Houſe and mine; when 
we came near the Place, we ſaw a great 
Crowd of People, Men, Women, and 
Children about the ſaid Well or Lough, 
and near to it a heap of Stones, where ' 

too 


There is at Thuey, Abend Mid way be. | 


The firſt Midſummer- eve after I ſetled here, 


ſaid Well or Lough, being about Mid- : 


= 3: 


© took Notice of - conſiderable. Numbers of 
© Men and Women, which 1 ſuppoſe might 
© be Twenty, all upon their Knees moving 
about the heap of Stonts, and each Per- 
© ſon, as he or ſhe came about ro one 
certain Stone of the heap, upon which 
© there was a Face repreſenting St. Brigid, 
they made a bow and kiſſed the ſaid Stone, 
© at which I was a little ſurprized: 1 asked 
my Friend, what was the meaning of the 
* abominable Idolatry ; who told me that St. 
* Brigid, who built the Church left that 
Stone in that Heap, and that they pay 
« Adoration to the Stone in Commemora- 
tion of the Saint, I enquired of my 
Friend, who that Man was who ſtood 
© over the People about the heap of Stones, 
© he told me, he was the Prieſt of the Pariſh, 
* and that he would make my Acquaintance 
© with him, which IT refuſed, but told that 
when I ſaw the Prieſt conveniently I 
* would give him my Thoughts of his Mi- 
* ftake, which I did; not long after the 
* Prieſt came to ſee me, and J reproved 
him, for ſuffering the ignorant People to 
* worſhip a Stone in his Prefence, he told 
* me it was what their Church. allowed to 
* Worſhip a Relick, in Commemoration of 
the Saint. They continue the ſame Su- 
< perſtition ro this Day, tho I have done 
what poſſibly 1 could, TO hinder their 
meeting at that Place, both by drawing 
* away moſt part of the Water, and remo- 
74 4 * ving 
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ving the heaps. of Stones; but all will 
© not hinder their coming, till it pleaſe Al. 
* mighty God, to open their Eyes, that they 
may ſee the Things that belong to their 
peace; which is what offers from 


. 1 SIR, 
Tour very humble Servant, 


pat. Bredin, 


An Image of Wood, about two Foot 
high, carved and painted like a Woman, 
is kept in the Pariſh of Ballyvorny, in the 
Dioceſe of Cloyn, and County of Corte; 
it is called Cubinte. The Pilgrims reſort to 
it twice a Year, viz. on Valentine s- eve, and 
and on Whitſun-Thurſday. It is ſet up for 
their Adoration, on the old rcuinous Walls 
of the Church. They go round the Image 
thrice on their Knees, ſaying a certain num- 
ber of Paters, Aves, and Credo's. Then 
they ſay the following Prayer in Triſb, 
4A Gubinet tabhair ſlan aon Mbliathan ſhin, 
gas ſabhal ſhin o gach Geine & ford Egruas, 
go ſpecialta on Bholgagh ; that is, O Gubinet, 
keep us ſafe from all kinds and ſorts of 
Sickneſs, eſpecially from the Small ow 
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And they conclude with kiſſing the Idol, and 
making an Offering to it every one accord- 
ing to their Ability, which generally 
amounts in the whole to Five or Six Pounds. 
This image is kept by one of the Family 
of the O Herlehy's, and when any one is ſick 
of the Small Pox, they fend for it, Sacri- 
fice a Sheep to it, and wrap the Skin About 
the ſick Perſon, and the Family eat the Sheep. 
But this Idol hath now much loſt its Repu- 
tation, becauſe two of the O Herlehys died 
lately of the Small. Pox. The Lord Biſhop 
of Cloyne, was pleaſed to favour me with 
che Natrative of this rank Idolatty, to ſup- 
By preſs which, he hath taken very proper and 
effectual Methods. | 
It wexe endleſs to give an Account of every 
Place of this kind among us: But from thee 
Inſtances, one may judge of tlie reſt! 
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CHAP. VI. 


The Folly, Superſtition, and Holatry of 


Pilgrimage laid open, and demon- 


ftrated. 


SHALL now Conſider the 
Ends propoſed in theſe Pigri- 
RI mages, and then ſee whether 
the Means enjoined by th: 
Prieſts, and uſed by the 
People, be fit and proper for 


bj 


2 : KG 

obtaining of them. 

Pilgrimage is recommended by the Popiſh 

Clergy for ſeveral Reaſons, and the Pilgrims 

are made believe that they ſhall ger much 

Good by it. They repreſent it as the — 
a ort 
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I fort of religious Retirement, and ſer it out 
as highly uſeful and profitable to the Soul, 
becauſe ir takes Men off for a while from 
i worldly Affairs, and ſends rhem abroad to 
J ſolitary Places, for the Exerciſes of Piety and 
& Devotion. It is look d upon to be a merito- 
& rious kind of Penance, and to be very helping 
towards the Mortification of the ſinful Luſts 
Jof the Fleſh. It is is alſo declared to be an 
effectual means of obtaining any Benefit ei- 
ther Spiritual or Temporal, that the Pilgrims 
want, or earneſtly deſire ; for the Place, to 
which the Pilgrimage is made, is ſaid to be 
very holy Ground, and to have many Pri- 
2 viledges granted to it; ſome Saint or other, 
hath Bleſſed and Sanctified it, by working a 
Miracle, or leaving a precious Relick at it; 
inſomuch that they who go to it in Honour 
of that Saint, and Addreſs themſelves to him 
or her at the proper Time, ſhall have the 
merit of the Saint applied to them, and 
hall have their Petitions granted by the 
Help or Interceſſion of rhe ſaid Saint, for 
whoſe ſake they believe their Prayers . ſhall 
have readjer Acceſs to the Throne of Grace 
from thence, than from any common unpri- 
viledged Place. And to encourage Pilzrims 
to come to Patricks Purgatory, they are told, 
that in Conſideration thereof, they ſhall be 
acquitted of the Pains of Purgatory in the o- 
ther World, or have them much abated. And, 
leaſt any one ſhould be incapable of receiv- 
ing any Benefit from Pilgrimage, becauſe of 
"= M 2 Sickneſs 
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Sickneſs or any other Hindrance, this good 


Work may be done by Proxy, which will 
ſerve the turn as well as if it were done in 
Perſon. The true end and deſign indeed is, 
the Profit, that is made of it, and the.grea 


Opportunity that it gives of keeping up the 


Errors of the Church of Rome; but theſe are 
the caſons that are pretended, and how vain 
and Kivglous they are, ſhall now be conſider. 


l. 


9 of Ic. i is acknowledged, that lin Re- 
tirement is of great Advantage, when duly 
uſed. It is apt to make Men ſerious and 
thoughtful, to compoſe their impetuous Paſii 


ons to withdraw their Affections from the 


vain and empty Things of this World, and 
to put them out of the way of many Temp- 


rations. It alſo giyes them an Opportunity 


of meditating upon divine Things, and of 
looking into their ſpiritual Stare and Con. 
dition, Bodily Severities, eſpecially Faſting, 
are very profitable in Religion, if they be 
diſcreetly uſed. They conduce much to 
the Mortification of the ſinful Luſts of the 


Fleſh, and the Subjugating of our natural 
Appetites to the Dictates of Reaſon and Reli- 


gion. They are apt to cleanſe and puriſie the 
Mind of Man, and to qualify and prepare it 
for reliſhing of Heavenly Things. So that 
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religious Retirement, and bodily Diſcipline 1 


ate very fit to be recommended to the Practice 
of all good Chriſtians; and therefore our 


Church hath e certain 1 Seaſons fo 
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the performance of theſe Duties, viz. all 
Fridays in the ear, (except Chriſtmaſs Day;) 
the — Pays. of Lent; the Euber and 
Rogation Days 3\ibefides the Evens and Vigil: 
before ſeveral Holy days; that every Member 
of out Communion, when they come to Years 
of e thereby be induced, ro 
retire frequently from the World, and to ab- 
ſtain for ſome time from ſenſual Pleaſures; 
that ſo they may not only have the better Op- 
portunity, but alſo be the better diſpoſed, to 
take a review of their own Lives, to rectify 
whatſoever they find amiſs, and to renew 
and ſtrengthen their good Purpoſes and Re- 
ſolutions of better Obedience for the fu- 
% r 
But I do not ſee how theſe good Ends 
can be: attained by ſuch Pilgrimages: For, 
though! it cannot be denied, but the Pz/- 
grins may be truly enough faid to ſeque- 
ſter themſelves from worldly Affairs, and to 
undergo a great deal of bodily Rigours and 
Severities, yet this is not done in a due 
manner, nor at a convenient Place by them; 
becauſe at theſe Places of pretended Sancti- 
ty; they have little or no opportunity of 
exerciſing thoſe inward and ſpiritual Duties, 
for which the outward were chiefly inten- 
ded. For at Logh-Derg they are Pent up 
in 4 ſmall Iſland in great Numbers; and there 
as well as at other Places, they are mixed 
with a Crowd of People, where they cannor 
enjoy any of the conveniences of Solitude 


and 


1 
and Ptivacy; where they cannot have Lei. 
ſure, and Silence, and Retirement enough to 
examine themſelves. The Precepts and Di- 
rections, given by our bleſſed Saviour for 
private Devotion and Humiliation, are much 
better fitted to the benefit of Mankind, Max. 
vi. 6, 17, 1 8. But thou, when thou prayeſt, 
enter into thy Cloſet, and when thou haſt. ſhut 
thy Door, pray to thy Father, which is in ſe. 
cret ; and thy Father which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall 
reward thee: openly. But thou, when thou faſt- 
eſt, anoint thy Head, and waſh thy Face; 
that thou appear not unto "Men to faſt, but to 
thy Father, which: is in ſecret ; and thy Father, 
which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly. 
And that of the Pſalmiſt, iv. 4. Commune 
with your own Heart upon your Bed, and be 
ſtill. Self. Examination and Repentance are 
Duties, that may be performed much better 
in our own Houſes, where every one may 
be as private as he thinks fit, and ſo have 
convenience for conſidering; his ways; which 
can never be done to good effect and pur- 
pofe, when Men are diſturbed with Noiſe 
and Crowd. That which leads the Pilgrims 
aſtray in this matter, is their "Belief, that 
the Opus operatum, that is the bare outward 
Performance of theſe Works is ſufficient, and 
will avail chem to Salvation. Whereas Re- 
tirement, Faſting, Penance, or any other kind 
of external Humiliation have not any in- 


trinſick Worth or Goodneſs in themſelves; 
they are not in their own Nature grateful 


and 
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and pleaſing to God; they are only valuable, 
as they conduce to the making us more 
Vertuous and more Religious; and there- 
fore, if they be not accompanied with ſui- 
table Affections, and be not ſo uſed as to be 
Means and Inſtruments, under God, of our 
becoming new Creatures, and being renewed in 
the inward Man, and of bringing forth the 
good Fruits of ſolid and ſubſtantial Reli- 
gion, they will do us no Good, they are 
nothing but mere Shew and Pageantry, and 
are ſo far from being acceptable to God, that 
they are very ungrateful and offenſive to him, 
I it ſuch a Faſt tbat I have choſen? 4 
Day for a Man to afflid his Souls Is it to 
bow down his Head as a Bulruſh, and to ſpread 
Sack-cloath and Aſhes under him? Wilt thou 
call this a Faſt, aud an acceptable Day to the 
Lord > Is not this the Faſt that ]I have choſen > 
To looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, and to undo 
the heavy Burdens, Iſa. lviii. 5, 6. There is 
not any Thing that hath a greater Tendency 
to weaken the Power of Religion, and to de- 
feat the main End and Deſign of it, than 
truſting merely to outward Obſervances. 
Inward Purity is the Thing, that corrupt 
Nature hath the greateſt Reluctancy to; 
and therefore ſuch, as have no mind in good 
earneſt to part with their Sins, will be eaſi- 
ly perſwaded to ſubmit to any kind of 
outward Humiliation inſtead of real Amend- 
ment. They will be content to Faſt and Pray, 
to ſay a Thouſand Pater-Noſters, and ten T. = 
an 
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kill themſelves by corporal Auſterities, and yet 
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the Perſons. He blames the Cuſtom of the Ge- 
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1 Archbiſhop Tillo:ſon's Poſth, Serm. Vol. 1 1. Fol. p. 3 
1 | ne ra- 


E 
nerality of Prieſts, who without Regard to the 
Sins, that are confeſſed, give to all Penitents 


per Remedies againſt thoſe particular Sins, 


which the Penitents have confeſſed. And he 
Thinks it would be uſeful to enjoin the Penitents 
to read ſuch Books, or ſuch Parts of them, as 
might beget in them a perfect Hatred of thoſe 


Sins they have been guilty of, and to recom- 
mend them to do this with Attention, and with 
a fincere Reſolution to amend their Lives. And 
ſurely this can be better done in private, than 
in a publick Place among a Multitude. 


faſted, and prayed, and did Penance, and 
even Wrought Miracles at the Places, to 
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& Grounds have we to believe, that upon rhis 


: Who can prove, that he hath promiſed fo 
great a Priviledge to St. Patricks Purgatory, 
Jor to any Well, or Tree, or Stone in Ireland 2 


J conferred ſuch extraordinary Privileges upon 
the Places, where they were performed. There 
was no ſuch Thing ſaid or believed of them 
for the firſt three Centuries. Pilgrimage is 
1 - S , there- 
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certain Prayers, as a Miſerere, a Salve Regi- 
na, Sc. -Whereas it were much better to pre- 
ſcribe for Penance ſome Prayers that were pro- 
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2. If ir ſhould be granted, that the Saints 


which Pilgrimages are made; yet what 


Account our Devotion ſhall be more accep- 
table to God at thoſe Places, than at Home. 
God hath not revealed any ſuch Thing to us. 


we do not find that the true Miracles, and 
really good Works of our B. Saviour, or his 
holy Apoſtles, imparted any Vertue to, or 
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ye ſhall have done all thoſe Things, which are 


1 in © 
therefore going a needleſs Errand, becauſe. 
our Piety is as acceptable to God, and may be 
as profitable to our ſelves, at our own Hou- 
* at Logh-Derg, or even Jeruſalem it 
3. It is altogether vain for any Man to 
5 a Pilgrimage, in Hope, that the 
Merits of any Saint or Saints, ſhall be appli- 
ed to him for ſo doing, and that he ſhall be 
ſaved, by getting the 3 of their good 
Works aſſigned to himſelf. It is certainl7 
2 Preſumption in any Man to imagine, 
that he can merit the Kingdom of Heaven for 
himſelf. The Foundation of Merit, is the 
performing of a Work, that we did not owe, 
and the doing of ſomething that God had no 
Right to require of us; ſo that he who per- 
forms any Thing, that he is bound to do, on- 
ly diſchargeth his neceſſary Duty, and hath 
no juſt Pretenſions to any conſequent Merit. 
But our Saviour tells us, Luke 17. io. When 


commanded, ſay, we are unprofitable Servants, 
we have done that which was our Duty to do. 
We have done only the Office of good and 
faichful Servants, we have done no more than 
what is to be expected from the Creatures of 
God; and therefore ſhould look for the Re- 


None can do more good Works, than what is commanded ; for 
what is not commanded, is not good; Iſai. 1. 12. | 
All ſuch Works would be ſuperfluous, for neitber themſelves 


nor others are benefited by them, Gal. 6. 5. 1 Cor. 3. 8. 
2 Cor. 5. 10. ö | | | 5 


ward, 
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ward which he promiſeth, not as a Debt, 
which we may claim in Point of Juſtice, but 
as a free Gift, alrogether owing to his boun- 
tiful Grace and Favour. Befides, we can do 
no good Work of our ſelves, our Righteouſ- 
neſs proceeds from the Aſſiſtance of his holy 
Spirit, and therefore we cannot be ſaid to 
merit any Thing thereby from him. But af- 
ter all, where is the Man that diſchargerh his 
Duty perfectly, and that doeth all that he is 
commanded to do? If we will rake God's 
Word for it, In many Things we offentt all, Ja. 
3. 2. There is no Man that fins not, 1 Kings 
8. 46. There is not a juff Man upon Earth, that 
doeth Good, and finneth not. Eévleſ. 7. 20. 
And this takes away all Pretenſion to 
Merit ; for how can that Man be faid to de- 
ſerve a Reward from God, who hath been 
defeQive in his Duty, and is therefore juſtly 
liable to Puniſhment ? And ſince it is fo, 
whar Arrogance is it to pretend, that fome 
Men do more than is required of them, more 
than is neceflary to their Salvation, inſomuch 
that Part of their Merits may be transferred 
upon others, and the Omiſſions of other Men 
made up by their Over-Righteoufneſs. And 
if it ſhould be granted, that fome have fuper- 
erogated, that is, brought God into Debt to 
them, by their Overplus of Holineſs; there 
is not the leaſt Hint in Scripture, that one 
Man ſhall receive the Benefit of what ano- 
ther hath done; nay, on the contrary, we 
are taught there, that every Man ſhall re- 
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ceive his own Reward, 3 to his own 
Labour, 1 Cor. 3. 8. He therefore, that goes 


a Pilgrimage for the Merits of any deceaſed 
Saint, ſpends his Money and his Labour to 


no Purpoſe ; ; and ir were much better for 
him to ſtay at Home, and to mind his Buſi- 


neſs, and to do all the Good he can in the 
Neighbourhood, than to wander about in 
_ of them. | 

As to the Main r of . 
viz. a Belief that the Saint of the Place will 
either give, or intercede with God, to give 
the Pilgrims ſuch Things, as they invocate 
the Saint for; I would intreat every Saint 
Worſhipper ſeriouſly and impartially to con- 
ſider, what Ground or Encouragement there 


is for praying to Saints, and expecting Re- 


lief from them: For, not to inſiſt upon the 
many counterfeit Saints in the Church of 


Rome, and the Impoſſibility, without Divine 


Revelation, of knowing that the Perſon in- 


vocated, is really a Saint in Heaven. There 


is nothing like a Command in all the Bible 
for this Practice; not the leaſt Hint of its 
being acceptable to God. No Account of 
any Reward given, or Promiſe made to it. 
Nor ſo much as one Inſtance of addreſſing 
to an abſent Saint or Angel. We have no In- 
rercourſe with decceſed Saints, no ordinary 
Means of communicating our Thoughts to 
them; ſo that we cannot be ſure, that they 
hear us, and help us, and therefore cannot 
pray to obern wich Faith, : They know nor 
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rhe inward Affections and Diſpoſitions of ſuch 
as pray to them, (God himſelf being the on- 
ly Searcher of Hearts, ) and therefore they 
cannot judge, whether it be fit that our Pe- 
titions ſhould be granted: to us, or not. We 
wn in many Places of Scripture commanded 
ro pray to God, but no where to any other 
Being. When our Saviour taught us how to 
pray, Matt. 6. 9. Luke 11. 2. he makes no 
Mention of addreſſing our ſelves to Saints 
or Angels, bur ſends us to our Father which 
s in Heaven, For, as St. Paul argues, Rom. 
10. 14. How ſhall we call on them, in whom we 
have not believed > Of whoſe Power to help 
us, we have no Aſſurance, and therefore can- 
not truſt in them for Relief. We * 
God, in all Places, and upon all Occafions, 
becauſe he js every where, knows all Things, 
and can do what he pleaſeth. Prayer is there- 
fore a proper Act of religious Worſhip,' and 
belongs to God alone; Matt. 4. 10. Thou. ſhalt 
worſhip the Lord th 60%, and him only ſhalt 
thou ſerve. To believe that the Saints have 
Knowledge of all the Prayers, that are every 
where made to them, and the Diſpoſitions of 
thoſe that make them, to bow down to 
them and ſalute them, and to pray to them 
in Confidence, that they can help us, though 
they be at ſo great a Diſtance from us, is to 
attribute Divinity to them; and we pay no 
greater Honour and Worſhip to the Omni- 
potent and Omniſcient God, than this comes 
to. The Invocation of Saints 3 is therefore ma- 


nifeſt 


TL WW 
nifeſt Idotarry ; ir is paying that Worſhip ro 
4'Creature, whieh is due only to the Goa of 
Heaven: And for this Reaſon it ought not 
to be performed in any Place, or upon any 
Pretence whatſoe ver; for it is not only a rob- 
bing of God of char Glory, which is due to 
him alone, but it alſo tends to leſſen the Ho- 
nour of the Divine Maj jeſty, looks as if we 
diſtruſted God's Merey and Goodneſs, and 
believed that Saints and Angels had more Be- 

ity in their Nature, an wete more rea- 

dy and willing to help us, than oy himſelf. 
Or, that Gott — not ds it for the Sake 
gd Merits of Jeſus' Chriſt, without their Me- 
diation and Intercefſion. Whereas, he is our 
only Mediator and Intereeſſor with God in 
Heaven ; There Hi one ' Mediator between God 
and" Mer, the Man Chrift Jefus. 1 Tim. „ 
Ms Man (fach he of himſelf) cometh unto the 
Nit ber: but by me. John 14. 6. And in another 
Place, Whatfocner ye {halt at in my Name, 
br wilt F de. v. 1 * that it is ncedleſs, 
as woll as finful, to rely upon the Interceffion 
of others. I Know, it is ſaid, that many have 
been eured at theſe Places, from which 
ſome would infer, that 'the Cures have 
been wrought by ehe Saint of the Place, or 
through its Interceſſton: But becauſe fome 
have been healed of their Difeaſes by drink- 
ing of the Waters of Sr. Parricts Well, it 
doth not follow that St. Patrick wrought the 
Cure: For Proteſtants, who hold it unlaw- 
fol to invocate Saints, have received as much 
Benefit 
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Benefit by the Uſe of theſe Wells, as Papiſts, 
whereof many Inſtances might be given: 
And therefore, I do not ſee, how any Papiſt 
can be aſſured, that it was done by St. Pa- 
trick, or through his Interceſſion. Or, if the 
Cure was done immediately by the Saint, or 
through the Interceſſion of the Saint, it ne- 
ceſſarily follows, that the Saints deceaſed 
take Care of us, and intercede for us, whe 
ther we pray to them, or not. And there- 
fore ſince this Practice is liable to ſo many 
Objections, it is much ſafer to abſtain from 
it. Beſides, there are great Cures wrought 
every Year by the Uſe of Wells, which are 
not pretended to be ſanctiſied by any Saint, 
to whom the afflicted and diſeaſed are to 
addreſs themſelves for Relief. From all which, 
it is evident, that the Cures wrought at theſe 
Wells, are to be aſeribed to the Vertue and 
Operation of the Water, and not to any Saint, 
Male or Female. In a Word, before we poſ- 
ſeſs our Minds with a firm Belief, that, for 
Inſtance, St. Patrick, St. Brigid, Columkill, 
Colman, or any other departed Saint doth the 
Work, we ſhould be ſure and certain, chat 
there was once ſuch a Perſon ; that this Per- 
fon is now a Saint in Heaven; that this Saint 
in Heaven can hear us and help us ; and laſt- 
ly, that this Saint really did it; of none of 
which we can be ſure, without a Divine Re- 
velation. Nay, unleſs the Saint be actually 
preſent with us at the Well, (which will 
hardly be alledgeg,) it is not poſſible, that 


the 
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the Cure could be cnt by it: for no 
Being can act or operate upon any Thing, 


that is at a Diſtance from it ſelf, We have a8 
little Ground to believe, that a Saint in Hea- 
ven can cure us of any Diſtemper, as a Friend 


in Japan; and therefore, it is as needleſs to 


pray to the one, as to the other. When we 


adqreſs our ſelves to a Being that is inviſible, 
and not ſubject to any of our Senſes, we can 


have no Expectation of any Help or Relief 


from it, unleſs we know, that it knows our 


Wants and Deſires, and be preſent with us, 


and capable of working upon us. Laſtly, 
let me en thoſe, who are perſwaded, £ 
that by Pilgrimage, but eſpecially to Patrick's 
Purgatory, they ſhall be ſaved from the Pains 
of Purgatory in the other World, or have them 


much abated ; or if they think fic ro apply 


their Penance to the Benefit of others, get 


ſome departed Friend immediately delivered 


from them, I fay, let me alſo intreat them 

to conſider, how many Marks of Impoſture 
there are in the Popiſh Doctrine of Purgatory.” 

1. There is no Proof in Scripture of it, (as 


many learned Men in the Church of Rome do 


acknowledge.) We are taught there, that 


good Men paſs immediately into a State of 


Happineſs, and bad Men into a State of 
Torment, but there is not one Word of Pur- 


gatory. 


2. The Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth us from 
all Sin. x J7obhn 1. 7. By which he hath ob. 


[ rained eternal Redemption. Heb. 9. 12. not an 
annual, 


f 


„ 
annual, (as the High-Prieſt under the Law) 
but à complete perpetual Expiation from the 
Guilt of Sin. For by exe Offering (of himſelf 
as a Propitiatory Sacrifice for us) he hath per- 
felled for ever, ( i. e. completely expiared 
the Sins of) them that are ſaiftified. So that 
there is no Ground for aſſerting, that Men 
muſt ſuffer for their Sins in Purgatory ; and 
they who preach this Doctrine to rhe People, 
do 1n other Words tell them, that Chriſt's Sa- 
tisfaction is defective and imperfect. 

3. It may be juſtly queſtioned, whether a 
Spirit can de purged of Sin by Fire, that is, 
that an immaterial Being ſhould be ' purified 
by the quick Motion of Matter. The Greet 
Church perceiviſig chis Abſurdity, would nor 
aſſent to this Tenent of the Council of Fer- 
rara ; and therefore in the Decree of Union 
betwixt them and the Latins, agrced upon 
ſoon after at Florence, it was erat ge- 
neral, that Souls were purified by the Pains 
of Purgatory; but nevertheleſs, the Church 
of Rome, leaſt ſuch an Alteration ſhould bring 
her Iafallibility in Queſtion, called it after- 
wards expreſly' + a purging Fire. And the 
Deſcriprions, which. their Divines giye of it, 
are fitted ro this Opinion; for they repreſent 
ſome of the Souls in Purgatoty as Broil- 
ing on Coals; others, as ſtuck through with 
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Spikes of red-hot Iron, and the like. And if 
you will believe ſome of them, the great 
Smoak of Purgatory, is raiſed our of * ſtolen 
Tithe, which makes the Souls of all Tithe- 
ſtealers that approach it, ſneeze as oft as 
they cheated the Prieſt. God hath ſo order- 
ed the Courſe of Nature, that while a Spirit 
is united to a Body, it can be influenced and 
wrought upon by it; but it is no where re- 
vealed to us, neither can it be proved, that 
Matter can operate upon a ſeparate Spirit. 
Our Saviour's Argument for the Reality of 
his Reſurrection, ſeems to intimate the Con- 
trary, Luke 24. 39. Handle me and ſee, for 
a' Spirit hath not Fleſh and Bones, as or e ſee 
me have, which implies that they could not 
handle or fee a Spirit; which is not extend- 
cd, and hath nor Parts, and therefore cannot 
be purified, like Metal, by Fire, which ſepa- 
rates the Droſs from the Ore. 

4. There is another very material Objec- 
tion - againſt our uſing any Endeavours, to 
purchaſe, or pray for the Delivetance of our 
_ departed Friends our of Purgatory, which is, 
that we cannot certainly tell in what State 
they died, and where their Souls now are; 
whether” 7 as this Doctrine was explained in 
the Council of Ferrara, and afterwards deter- 
mined at Florence in the fourth Century ;) 
- Pare and without TG ant free * mortal 


* Afarth, Parif, p. 181. . "ys 
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Sis. and ſo aſcended freight imo Heaven; Or, 


whether before it had perfectly accompliſbed the 
Penance due for Sins committed after Baptiſm, 


and ſo was to paſs through the Fire of Purga- 
tory 3 Or, laſtly, whether it died in mortal or 
original Sin, and ſo deſcended immediately into 
Hell; When buying oft the Pains of Pur- 
gatory was firſt invented, it is not improba- 
ble, that ſuch impertinent Scruples ſhould be 
ſtarted by thoſe, that were to part with their 


Money for the Relief of their deceaſed Friends: 


and to ſatisfy ſuch inquiſitive Perſons, there 
was a ready Expedient found out; Viſions, 
Revelations, and Trances were very frequent. 
The Souls that were doomed to Purgatory, 
appeared often to the religious Orders, and 
earneſtly implored the Benefit of their Pray- 
ers; and the Monks had truſty Friends, who 
had their Souls conducted into the other 
World in a Trance, and had an Opportunity 
given them of ſeeing themſelves, and telling 
others after their Return, in what State their 
departed Neighbours and Acquaintance were. 
And at laſt, the Paſſage at Patrick's Pargato- 
ry was opened, through which any one, that 
durſt adventure, might travel into the other 
World, and behold with his own Eyes the 
Stare of Things there. Bur if any one ſhould, 
nevertheleſs doubr, whether the Soul of - his 
Friend be in Purgatory, and ſhould there- 
fore be more backward in purchaſing Mal- 
ſes and Requiems, and going in Pilgrimage 
for it, they have ſtill one Salvo left: They 

Oz tell 
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tell him that the Benefit of his Penance, and 
of his Alms, and Prayers will not be loft; but 
laid up in the Treaſury of good Works ar 
Rome, and applied by the Pope for the Re- 
demption of the Souls rhat axe really there; 
and that God will reward him for his good 
Meaning, and the charitable Intention, which 
he had, of relieving a diſtreſſed Brother. But 
though theſe pious Cheats and Pretences 
took with the common People, yet they 
were ſuſpected by ſome, and openly con- 
demned by others among -the wiſer .Sort : 
The Viſions,” Revelarjons and Trances, were 
looked upon as mere Tricks and Impoftures; 
And when 54h, de Angeli, of the Order of 
Friars: Minors, preached at Tourzay,: A. D. 
1483. That the Souls which are in Purgato- 
ry, are under the Juriſdiftion af the Pope, 
and if he pleaſes, he may empty all Purgato- 
ry, the Faculty of Theology at Paris, cen - 
ſured this Propoſition, as doubrful in ir ſelf. 
and in the Meaning of him, who advanced 
it about ordinary Juriſdiction, as falſe and 
ſcandalous, and ſuch as ought not to be 
preached to the common . People. And as 
for the Doctrine of good Intention, there can 
hardly be a more dangereus Principle in Re- 
ligion, for though a good Intention be a ne- 
ceſſary Logredient in every goed Work, yer 
it is not all chat is required to compleat it, 
the Work muſt be good and lawful in n ſelf, 
commanded or allowed, or at leaſt not for- 
bidden, by God, So that a good Intention 
__—_— . will 


will not juſtify a bad Action, it will not li- 
cenſe Men to frame new Doctrines in Reli- 
gion, and to invent other Ways of obtaining 
the Favour of God, than thoſe which are pre- 
ſcribed in the Goſpel. God himſelf. hath told 
us, that if the Apoſtles, or an. Angel from 
Heaven ſhould make any Addition to his 
Word, they ought not to be regarded. And 
in another Place, In vain do they worſhip me, 
reaching for Doftrines the Commandments of 
Men, Mark 7. 7. Vid. I Sa. £6. Bk. 1 
2 Sam. 6. 7. Otherwiſe, a good Intention 
would be an Inlet to all. Manner of Super- 

ſtirion, and be the greateſt Encoutagement 
for Men to follow their own Devices, and 
ro go a whoring with their own Inventions, 
as the Scripture expreſſeth it, P/al. 106. 39: 
Nay, it would not only excuſe, but juſtify 
the moſt vile and immoral Actions, many 
having committed the moſt wicked and abo- 
minable Practices, with a Perſwaſion, that 
cher daa God good Service. Lex nor there« 
fore Men be cheated of their Money with 
this Pretence, that God will reward them. 
for their good Meaning; for if Purgatory 
be deſtitute of Scripture Warrant and Au- 

thority, and be derogatory of the Meries 
and Satisfaction of Chriſt, inſtead of expect · 
ing a Recompence, they ſhould repent. of 
their Folly, and teſolve to apply their Mo- 
ney and Devotion to better Purpaſes. 


FRAME 


- CHAP. 


CHAP. vn. 


The Form of Penante aſed at \Logh- 
- Derg, or St. Patricks Purgatory, 
examined. 


— AVI N G ſaid 5 TH 5 151 
15 8 Pilgrimage in general, I ſhall 
now proceed to Examine that 
Form of Devotion, (or rather 
Guperſtition) which is uſed at 
g/ Derg, and the Reaſons 
(ach as the are) that are given for it; 
and this T ſhall do in the ſame Order, as they 
ſtand in the Account of this Pilgrimage. 
1. Concerning the ſpiriryal Profit of this 
Pilgrimage. It is certain, that religious Re- 


direment, and bodily Severitics are very uſe- 
- ul 


E 
ful, as hath been already obſerved; and 
therefore there is no doubt, but David, 
Jaiab, Jeremiah, and Fohn Baptiſt frequently 
wichdrew to private Places for the better con- 
venience of Devotion, and Self- examination; 
and that they Faſted, Mourned; and covered: 


themſelves with Sack-cloath and Aſhes, to 
fern dene e for their Sins; but that 
they turned Pilgrims, that is, Travelled far 
from their own Habitations to ſome Wilder- 
neſs, merely to Faſt and Pray there, and 


looked upon ſuch a Practice as meritorious, 
and highly conducive towards purifying 


their Souls of Sin, we have not the leaſt 


mention in Scripture; and the Places here 
cited, prove no ſuch Thing. In the LIV 
Pſ. (which is the LV. with Us) we have 


an Account of David's intention to fly to tha 


Wilderneſs, that he might avoid the miſ- 
chievous Deſigns contrived againſt him by 
Abſalom and Achitophel, but what Relation 
this hath to Pilgrimage I cannot tell. Fere- 


miah wiſhed, that he had in the Deſerr a 


Lodging- place of way-faring Men, that he 
might leave his People, and go from them, 
for they were all Adulterers, an Aſſembly 
of treacherous Men, Chap. ix. 2. Haiah alſo 
faith, Chap. ii. 8. That becauſe of the Wick- 
edneſs of the Land, and becauſe it was full 
of Idols, and they worſhipped the Work of 
their own Hands, that which their own Fin- 
gers made (a Practice roo common amon 
the Natives) v. 19. They ſhall go into the 
. „ Holes 
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| Holes of the Rocks, and into tlie Caves of 
| the Earth; for fear of the Lord, and for the 
Glory of his Majeſty, when he ariſeth to 
ſhake tertibly the Earth, i. e. To avoid the 
heavy Judgments that are ready to fall up- 
on them, che People ſhall hide themſelves in 
Places of imaginary Security. But this doth 
not prove that Mortification, or any other 
religious Exercife cannot be as well perform- 
ed in out own Houfes, as a Deſert. Our 
bleſſed Saviour was carried immediately af. 
ter his Baptiſm by the Motion of the Spirit 
into the Wilderneſs, to be rempted of the 
Devil, doubtleſs for very great and good 
Ends; for thereby beginning that Combat 
with the Serpent, which was forerold, Gen. 
iii. 16. He ſhewed, that he was the promiſed 
Seed of the Woman, which was to break the 
Serpents head, and vanquiſh che Power of 
the Devil: being come rhither, he faſted 
| Forty Days and Forty Nights, as Moſes and 
Elias, the two great Prophets of the Old 
Teſtament, as Types of him, had done; the 
former at the giving, and the latter ar the 
reſtoring of the Law, to give intimation (as 
it is believed) that he was to Proclaim a new 
Meſſage from God to the People, and to re- 
veal ſomething to them, char was extraordi- 
nary and important; but this no more obligeth 
us to Faſt and Pray in a Wilderneſs in imita- 
tion of our Lord, than to ride upon an Aſs, 
or wear a ſeamleſs Coat. as he did. We ate 
bound to imitate our Lord in all moral Pu- 
5 ties, 


E 


ties, and to obſerve ſuch poſicive precepts as 
he hath enjoined, bur as for Time and Place 
and other uncommanded Circumſtances c 


religious Duties, they are indifferent in their 


own Nature, and we are not bound to imi- 
tate him therein. John Baptiſt, not having 
the Power of Miracles, ufed great Rigouts 


and Severities to draw the attention of the 
People to him. He came preaching in the 


Wilderneſs, ſaying, Repent ye, for the King 
dom of Heaven is at Hand; 5 

proveth, that we ſhould go in Pilgrimage to 

deſert Places, than that our Raimenr trould 

be made of Camels Hair, as his was; or 


that our Food, like his, ſhould be Lociſts 


and wild Honey: In the XVIII Chapter 
of the Revelation, there is a prophetical Ac- 
count of tlie down fall of Babylon, (that is, 
Papal Rome, as appears from the preceding 
Chapter, with which, there is no doubt, but 
Pilgrimage will come to the Ground too) and 
of Gods commanding his People to depart 
our of het; and of the great Lamentarion, 
which the Kings of the Earch, and the Mer- 


chants and Mariners made over her; and of 


the rejoicing which the Saints are bidden to 
make, for Gods avenging them on her; but 
not one Word of Pilgrimage, or going a te- 
dious Journey to the Shrine or Relick of 
any Saint. In a Word, there is not the leaſt 
Hint in any of thoſe Places, of holy Lakes, 


Wells, or Rivers, or the like in the Wilder- 


W at Which the Devotion of the People 
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was more acceptable than elſewhere, and 
where the Merit of ſome Fewiz/þ Saint was 


transferred upon them, or their Prayers grant. 


ed through the Interceſſion, or for the ſake 
%. 5 
The Caſe of Moſes at the Buſh, Exod. iii. 
and of the Pilgrims at Logh-Derg, are far 
from being parallel, as is inſinuated in the 
Second Chapter of this Pilgrimage; and 
there is not the leaſt colour of Reaſon for 


doing Reverence at the one, as well as at 


the other. God himſelf called ro Moſes out 
of the Buſh, Verſe 4. and commanded him, 
(not to go thither bare-foor, as the Text 
is here falſly quoted) but to keep his di- 


ſtance, and put off his Shoes, as a Token 


of Reſpect; becauſe the Place, where he ſtood 
was holy Ground, by Reaſon of the ſpecial 


preſence of God. But it is not pretended, 


that the divine Majeſty appears at Logh-Derg, 
or ever commanded any peculiar Marks of 
Reſpect to be ſhewed there, on that Account. 


And if St. Patrick had been at Logh-Derg, 


(which is much Queſtioned) is there the 
ſame Reaſon for paying Reverence to a Saint, 


at a Place, where he once appeared, as to 


the Divine Majeſty in a Place actually Ho- 


noured with his glorious and ſpecial Pre- 


{ence. Cn 
There is alſo a vaſt Difference betrwixt 
the Captain or Prince of the Hoſt of the 


Lord, and St. Patrick the Prince of the Saints 
of our Kingdom; for the former was a di- 
. vine 
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vine perſon, which appears by the Worſhip, 
that Joſhua paid him, which an Angel would 
have refuſed, as we learn, Revel. xix. 10, 
12, Yo. And the latter was only a Man, to 
whom divine Adoration is abſolutely for- 
bidden. But however that may be, if the 
place, where the Natives ſpeak to the Prince 
of the Saints of their Country muſt be Holy, 
and therefore muſt be approached bare foot 
and bare-head, for the ſame Reaſon, they 
ſhould always Travel in the ſame manner 
in Ireland, becauſe there are few Places in 
it, where "they do not ſpeak to him, whe- 
ther he hears them or not. As for their en- 
tering this Iſle by Fire and Water, to fulfill 
that of David, Pſal. xv. (which is the Ixvi. 
in the Engliſh Tranſlation) Yerſe 12. We 
went through Fire and Water: David is 
ſpeaking of ſome Thing paſt, and not to 
come; and he is not Propheſying of a Ferry 
at Logh- Derg, but exhorting the Children of 
Iſrael] to praiſe God for their Deliverance 
from the many Troubles and Afflictions they 
had ſuffered. Beſides, if this were a Pro- 
pheſy, and were to be underſtood in a lite- 
ral Senſe, they muſt go through Fire, as 
well as Water, in order to fulfill 8 
I cannot but take Notice here, how im- 
pertinently the Scriptures are Quoted, and 
how miſerably they are wreſted and pervert- 
ed to countenance the moſt ridiculous Folly 
and Superſtition. The ſound of a Word, 
virhout the leaſt * to the Scope and 


of Meaning 


L 

euning of the Sentence, wherein it is in- 
cluded, is enough to ſerve their Purpoſe. 
But as this is a common, ſo it is a pretty 
late Practice in the. Church of Rome, for the 
Scriptures being kept from the People, they 
make what they pleaſe: paſs for Scripture 
among them, and put what Gloſs rhey think 
fit upon it, without much hazard of being 
diſcovered by thoſe of their own Commu- 
nion. 5 3 

It would be very tedious to examine e- 
very Thing that is Silly and Superſtitious 
in their Stations, Perambulations, and Re- 
petitions of a certain Number of Paters, 
Ave's, and Credo's, for obtaining of certain 
particular Graces and Vertues, and the Par- 
don of certain particular Sins, mentioned, 
Chap. iii. iv. 5. I ſhall therefore beſtow 


only ſome general Remarks and Obſerva- 


tions upon them. 


1. Their placing Religion and Morality 


in Numbers, is the heighth of Superſtition, 


having no manner of Foundation either in the 


Nature of the Thing, or in the Word. of 
God ; there are certain Duties, which have 
a natural Tendency with the Bleſſing of 
God, to produce certain Graces and Vertues; 


thus Abſtinence is apt to make us humble; 
Self. examination ro make us contrite, and 


the like; but Number hath no ſuch Efficien- 
ey or operation in itſelf. And as for the 
Pardon of Sin, Faith and Repentance are the 


Conditions appointed by Gad for obtaining 
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thereof, not of this or that particular Sin, 


but of every Sin. And whoſoever addreſſeth 


himſelf ro God with theſe Qualifications is 


very ſure, (as ſure as the Word of God 


can make him) of a general Pardon. There 
is no ſuch Thing, as the forgiveneſs of Sin 


by halves, or piece-meal; God hath no 
where revealed to us, that upon ſaying three 


| Parers, for the Firſt, he will Pardon Sins of 


Cogitation; for the ſecond, Sins of Locuti- 
on, and for the third, Sins of Malice or 


Pre ſumption. Moreover, ſince all our Sins 


are comprehended under one of theſe three 
Heads, where is the need of ſaying Five Pa- 
ters for the Sins of the five Senſes ; and ſeven 
Paters for the Sins of the Seven Days of the 
Week. Indeed, if God had commanded us 
in the Goſpel, to. uſe a certain Number of 
Prayers, for obtaining of certain Graces, or 
the Pardon of a certain kind of Sins, we 
ſhould have been obliged to comply with 
his Terms, to whom alone it belongeth ro 
fix the Terms and Conditions of Forgiveneſs. 


Thus in the Law we find the Number {ſe- 


ven appointed to be uſed often in religious 
Matters, not to denote that there was any 


Vertue or Morality in the Number. itſelf, 


(which js entirely uncapable of any ſuch 
Thing), but to try the Obedience of a Stift- 
neck'd People to the Commands of God, 
who might determine what he thought fir 
in thoſe Things, and grant his Favours up- 
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is no ſuch Thing required in the Goſpel, 
nor the leaſt Encouragement for uſing any 


ſuch Practice; Religion and Number have 
no Connexion under that Diſpenſation, and 


they who would place Religion in Num- 
bers, and perſwade the People, that ſuch a 


ſet of Paters will procure the Pardon of ſuch 


a ſer of Sins, do very much pervert the end 


and deſign of the Goſpel, and it is to be 


feared, take them off from performing the 
true Conditions of Pardon. This was one 
of the greateſt Follies and Abſurdities that 


the Heathens were guilty of, from whom 


the Church of Rowe hath taken this, together 
with many other of her Superſtitious and 
Idolatrous Practices. It was the Opinion 
of the Pythagoreans that the Nature of all 
Things conſiſted in Numbers; and that the 
Number Seven was eſpecially moſt proper 
in Religion. The Heathens in general, 
thought that the greateſt Power and Vertue 
lay in odd Numbers +; of which the Num- 
ber three was the chief,, which ſhewed how 


much their Minds were darkened, and how 
far/ they had loſt the true Notion of Good 


and Evil. 12 


1 
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* Confeſtim, diſcuſſa pigra quiete, alacer exurgo, meq; pro- 
tinus purificandi ſtudio lavacro Marino ſepties ſubmerſo 
fluctibus Capite. Apul. lib. xi. | | 1 

Tu converſus ad Aras dic quator Ovid. Faſt. 4. Terq; ſenem 
flamine, terra quiter ſulphure luſtrat. Ovid Met. I. 7. | 

r Numero Deus impare gaudet. Virgil. Eclog. ix. 
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2. The end and deſign of any. Prayer or 


Form 
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Form of Words is to be learned from the 
plain Senſe of the Words themſelves, and ; 
not from any myſtical meaning put upon N 
them; otherwiſe one of a fruitful Invention 
may readily form Reſemblances, and tack. 
an Emblematical “ Signification to any 
Thing; he may amuſe the Ignorant People 
with caballiſtical Explication, and perſwade 
them that there is a great deal of Piety 
in it. Thus if ſaying one Pater fignifieth 
the Unity, why may not two Paters ſignify 
the two Natures in Chriſt, three the Trinity, 
four the Cardinal vertues, and the like. Bur 
the Church of Rome at this Rate can never 
be at a loſs to promote their Superſtition. 


| 
| 
8 —— — — — 
* Bjel, a noted Doctor in the Church of Rome, ſaith, that 
certain, the better to help the Prieſt's Memory, taught him to 
q apply his Maſ$ throughout the Caſes of Declenſion, as for Ex- 
ample ; Nominativo, a Maſs for himſelf: Genitiuo, a Maſs for 
his Father and Mother: Dativo, a Maſs for his Founders, or 
Benefactors: Accuſativo, a Maſs ſor his Enemies, or Accuſers : 
Pecativo, a Maſs for Sinners and Infidels: Ablativo, a Maſ5 
for his Backbiters, and Slagderers, | 
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Some uſeful and ſeaſenable Obſervati- 
ons from the Whole. 


SZ SHOULD now put a cloſc 

to this Treatiſe, but the pub- 
lick Good being the chief 
End that ſhould be propoſed 
in Works of this Kind, I 
| cannot omir to draw ſome 
Obſervations from the Whole. 


1. From hence we may ſee the Caule; 

why the Iriſb are generally ſo much poor- 
er than their Proteſtaut Neighbours. 

It harh been fo ever ſince the Reforma- 

2 tion; 


E 3 | 


tion; and particularly ic hath been obſer- 
ved by many, that, laſt Summer in which 


here was a Dearth and Scarcity of Corn, 


the expence of ſuch hg Ga And if, 


them as long as they live. B 


the puhlick ſuſtains no ſmall Loſs; for be- 


ſides the great Multitude of Poor that we 
have to relieve, who are real Objects of 


Charity, through old Age, Infirmities, and un- 
avoidable Accidents, it hereby comes to pals, 


_" nar 


LF 
that the Country is oppreſſed with Swarms 
of Poor, that are beggard and ruin d by 
Superſtition and Idolatry. And therefore, 
ſuch, as have the publick Good, and the 
welfare of Mankind really at Heart, will uſe 
their Endeavours to take àway the cauſe, and 
to ſtop up the Spring and Source of fo. Brent 
an Evil. 

2. We may hence obſerve, what Now Pro- 
greſs the Reformation hath made in this King. 
dom. We have many happy Advantapes and 
Opportunities, both in Great-Britain and Jre- 
land, for propagating the Proteſtant Religion, 
and yet the Number of Papiſts is exceeding 
great among us here, and the Land every 
where polluted with Idolatry. We have the 
Legiſlature on our Side, and we have the 
Light of the Goſpel ſhining in its full Luſtre 
and Purity. We ſee what Commands our B. 
Saviour hath laid upon us about this Mat- 
ter, and we know what Obligations we lie 
under i in this Reſpect, from natural Religion. 
How comes it to paſs then, that Superſtition 
and Idolatry abound ſo much among us? Is 
not Popery the ſame, that it was two hun- 
dred Years ago, very corrupt both in its Prin- 
ciples and Practices ? Ts not the Hazard of 
being ſaved in the Church of Rome, as great 
as it was in 1685 2 Is not their Condition ſo 
far from being ſafe, that there muſt be ex- 
traerdinary favourable Circumſtances in their 
Caſe, to give a Man Hopes of their Salvation? 
* Serm. Fol. p. 128. Can any * 
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be. more deſtructive of real Goodneſs, than 
Placing Morality in Numbers, and Religion 
in ridiculous Rites and uncommanded Obſer- 
eng Or any Thing more abſurd, than 
doing Penance by Proxy 2 Is there norhing i in 
Idolatry, in kiſſing and bowing to Stones, | 
Croſſes, Pictures, Images, and Relicks ; in 
invocating Angels and Saints for their Help 
and Interceſſion, and in truſting to the Me- 
rits of both the Living and the Dead e What 
is the Reaſon then, that the reformed Reli- 
ion gains ſo little Ground? Where lies the 
15 ediment ? Can any Proteſtant obſtruct 
hinder it? Certainly, there muſt be great 
Faulrs and Omiſſions ome where. The pri- 
mitive Spirit, the fervent Zeal of the firſt Re- 
formers are much abated. Many will not look 
back to the firſt Inſtitution of our Reli- 


gion, and copy after the firſt Preachers of 


it. Many are not for ſubmitting entirely to 
the Goſpel, but for accomodating the Goſpel 


to worldly Wiſdom. A publick Spirit is rare- 


ly to be met with, for all ſeek their own, not 
the Things which are Jeſus Chriſt's. Phil. 2. 
21. There are too many of us, it is to be 
feared, ſtrangely deceived about Matters of 
Religion; if Men take ſome Care of them- 
ſelves, they think they need be little or no- 
thing concerned for the Salvation of others. 
Perhaps it might be looked upon as Preſump- 
tion, if I ſhould take upon me to be particu- 


lar here, T ſhall therefore mention the Opi- 


Ye 2 nion 


T 


nion of a very great Man, than whom none 


hath juſtly a more univetſal Eſteem among 


Proteſtants of all Denominations, Archbiſhop 


Tillotſon, in his poſthumous Sermons, Fol, 
Vol. I. p. 327, 328, 329. The Work, (faith 
he) which God hath aſſigned to every Man, whom 
he hath ſent into this World, conſiſts, 1. In 
the Gare of our own Salvation. 2. In doing what 


we can 10 3 aud promote the Salvation of 
Every Man is concerned to helþ for- 


others. 
ward the Salvation of his Brother, and not to 
let him periſh, if we can help it; and it is in 
every Mans Power to contribute ſomething to 


this bleſſed Work of ſaving others. But this 


chiefly lies upon us, who are the Miniſters of 
God, and to whom the Word of Reconcilia- 
tion is committed. We are more eſpecially 


commiſſioned and appointed for this Work, to 


watch for Mens Souls, and to be the Inftru- 
ments and Means of their eternal Happineſs. 
And therefore we, who are ſent by 00 in a 
more 1 Manner, and have this Work aſ- 
ſigned us to do in this World, ought to be vo- 
mon upon Matth. 28. 18, 19, 20. And Jeſus 
came, and ſpake unto them, ſaying, All Pow- 
er is given unto me, in Heaven and in Earth, 


Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, bap- 


tizing them Mm, the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; Feach- 


ing them to obſerve all Things whatſoever 1 


have commanded you ; and lo, I am with 
yay alway, even unto the End of the World. 


Amen, 


ry vigorous and induſtrious in it. In his Ser- 
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Amen. Speaking of the Commiſſion here gi- 
ven by our Saviour to his Diſciples, and the 
Promiſe made by him to encourage them in 


the Diſcharge of ir, he ſets forth, that the 


Commiſſion, viz. to baptize, and to teach all 
Nations, doth primarily concern the Chief Go- 
vernors of the Church, and next to them, the 
OE the Goſpel, in general. That they 
ſhould be diligent and faithful in their reſpec- 
tive Stations, teaching Men to obſerve all 
Things, . whatſoever he hath commanded 


them. That the Meaning and Suhſtance of the 


Promiſe is, That our Saviour having commiſ- 
ſionated the Apoſtles to go and preach the 
Chriſtian Religion in the World, tho he was 
going from them in Perſon, yet he engages 
to be preſent with them by his Power and Spi- 
rit; and to aſſiſt them in this Work, and thoſe 
that ſhould ſucceed them in it, as the State of 
Religion, and the Welfare of it in every Age, 
houfd require, alway, even unto the End o 


the Wor * | 

tion of great Promiſe to the Paſtors and 
Governors df the Chriſtian Church, is the 
faithful Execution of their Commiſſion ; if 
they do ſincerely endeavour to gain Men to 
the Belief and Practice of Chriſtianity, Chriſt 
hath promiſed to be with them. And he 
cautions all particular Churches to look to 


Bur then he ſaith, the Condi- 


themſelves, that they do not forfeit this Pro- 


miſe of Divine Aſſiſtance, and have his Can- 
dlleſtict removed from them. There have been 


many fad Inſtances of this, fence the firſt Plant- 
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ing of Chriſtianity ; and we have no ſmall Rea- 


fon to apprehend that it may come to be our own 
Caſe ; for certainly, -we have many of thoſe 
Marks of Ruin among us, which did foretell 
the Deſtruction of, the Jewiſh Church and Na- 
tion. And in another Place, Poſth. Serm. Fol. 
Vol. II. p. 623. he expreſſeth himſelf thus ; 1 


remember there is a very odd Paſſage in Mr. 


Herbert's Poems, which whether it be only 
che prudent Conjecture or Foreſight of a wiſe 
Man, or there be ſomething more propheti- 
cal in it, I cannot tell, ir is this. 


© Religion flayds on Tiptoes in our Land, 
+: Ready to paſs to the. American Strand. 
J 5 Then Seine all ſwallow Tiber, and the 
© By letting in them both, pollute her Streams. 
; Then all Religion to America lee; 

E They have their Times of Goſpily : ven 5 


The Meaning of it is this, that when the Vices 
of Italy, ſhall paſs into France, and the Vices 
of both ſhall overſpread England, then the Gof- 


pel will leave theſe Parts of the World, and 


paſs into America, 0 viſit thoſe dark Regions 


which have ſo long ſat in Darkneſs, and the 
Shadow of Death. And this is not ſp improbd- 


le, if we confider, what vaſt Colonies in this 
laſt: Age have been tranſplanted out of Europe 


into thoſe Parts, as it were on Purpoſe to pre- 
8 


pare and mate May for ſuch 4 Cbange; for 
there is no doubt, but thoſe Propheſies, which, 
as yet, are only in Part, ſhall in due Time be 
fully completed. Pſal. 2. 8. Ask of me, aud 1 
ſhall give thee the Heathen for thine Inheri- 
tance, and the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth for 
thy Poſſeſſion. Dan. 7. 13, 14. I ſaw in the Night 
Piſions, and behold one like the Son of Man, 


came with the Clouds of Heaven, and came to 
the Ancient of Days, and they brought him near 


before him; and there was given him Dominion, 
and Glory, and à Kingdom, that all People, 
Nations, and Languages, ſhould. ſerve bin. 
Who are like to be che Inſtruments of bring- 
ing this about, no one can tell: Ir is cer- 
_ rain, that God, in his own Time, will raiſe up 
fit Inſtruments for this Purpoſe, when thoſe 
Words of the Evangelical Prophet 7ſazah, ch. 
57. 7, quoted by St. Paul, Rom. 10. 15. ſhall 
rake Place, How beautiful are the Feet of them 
that preach the Goſpel of Peace, and bring glad 
Tidings of good Things. | 


But in the mean Time, the State of Reli- 


gion there, (I do nor mean the Engliſh Em- 
pire, but Pera and Mexico, and the other Parts 
of America) calleth aloud for the ſerious Con- 
ſideration of every one, that wiſheth well to 


the reformed Religion. If any one would be 


at the Pains to enquire, and to ſee what hath 
| - | been 
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been done there, this laſt Century, and. what 
| ig ſtill a doing; and ſhould on the other 
= Hand conſider, how Matters have gane with 
rhe Proteſtant Religion in Europe, during the 
ſame Time, if he hath any Senſe of Religion, 
it cannor but affect him very much, and make 
a deep Impreflion in his Mind.  _ 
TI ſhould have been glad that there had 
been no Occaſion to give the leaſt Hint of 
"theſe Things, but they are of too great Im- 
portance to be ſlighted, and my Reaſons for 
3 mentioning them at this Time, A 
| 1. To ſhew how far thoſe of the Church 
j of Rome exceed us in making of Proſelytes; 
and here I cannot do better, than to make 
Ui of the great Tillotſon s Words again, Path. 
- Sex. Vol. II. p. 284. Among the many bad 
Fbingt that have been done in the Church ef 
Rome, there” is one Thing very much to their 
= -. Hinour, that they hawe: been at very great 
= _'Charge aud Pains, in their Miſſions for the Con- 
vor ſion of Iuffelel Nations. Aud it is no ſmall 
Reproach to the Proteſtant: Religion, that there 
 » bath not appeared\an. equal Zeal among us for 
this Purpoſe ; and that td var unwearied- Eu- 
deavours to promote the Intereſt of Trade in fo- 
reign Parts, there hath ant been joined an equal 
' Zeal and Tuduftry for the propagating of the 
Chriſtian Religion; which: might ſurely be at- 
' tempted, with more than ordinary Advantage, 
in thoſe Places, where we have fo free a Com- 
merce. It is woll, if tho do not exceed us 
52 0 in 
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in this Point, even here in Ireland, where the 
reformed have ſo much Reaſon, and ſo much. 
Subject Matter for a true Zeal ro work upon. 
J will not aſſert any Thing poſttively abour 
this Affair, or make any. Compariſons ; but 
this I know full well, that they are very in- 
duſtrious hete in ſpreading their Errors among 
their People, and in keeping them faſt to their 
Communion, if not in making of Proſelytes. 
And it is certainly unaecountable, that the 
Members of ſo corrupt a Church, mould any 
where be more active and zealous in propa- 
gating groſs Immorality, Superſtition, and 
Idolatry, than thoſe, who enjoy the Light of 
the Goſpel fully and freely in its Purity, are 
in propagating the Truth. This ſheweth 
that Charity is grown eold, that the true Spirit 
of Religion hath failed much, and that there is 
great Degeneracy and Backſliding among us. 
2. The other Reaſon is, to rouze and awa- 
ken ſuch as perhaps, do nor think at all of 
theſe Matrers, or do not think right of them. 
If one might expoſtulate this Matter with the 
Proteſtant Politicians. What can they ima- 
gine, Will be the End and Reſult of all theſe 


Things 2 Is it not evident, that this State of 


Affairs, with reſpect to Religion, hath no ve- 
ry good AﬀpeR ? Are the Papiſts, where they 
have Power, or where they are not kept in 
Awe, better Neighbours to Proteſtants, than 


they uſed to be 2 Have they renounced the- 
cruel and inhuman Principles of extirpari;; 


and deſtroying Hereticks ? 
„„ Tha 


FE 29: 3 


The main Thing, under God, that 9 
porteth and ſecureth the Proteſtant Religion, 
is our having a Proteſtant Prince on the 
Throne, and the Succeſſion ſettled in the Pro- 
teſtant Line. Long, very long may it be ſo, 
and long may we enjoy ſo great a Bleſſing, 
and may we never provoke the Almighty to 
deprive us of it. But that there may be no- 
thing wanting on our Part, towards the Con- 
tinuance of ſo invaluable a Benefit, we 
ſhould conſider, that there are certain Duties 


that are proper for us to perform, and that are 


peculiarly required of us in every State of 
Life, and under every Diſpenſation of Provi- 
dence. And now, when God hath been pleaſed 
to do ſo great Things in his Goodneſs and 
Mercy, for the Deliverance and Security of 


che Proteſtant Religion in theſe Kingdoms, is 


it not incumbent on us to exert our ſelves in 
che Propagation of it, by doing what in us 
lies in a truly religious and evangelical Way, 
to enereaſe the Number of Proteſtants, by 


converting and bringing over the Papiſts to 


the Communion of our Church. This is cer- 
tainly the Duty of every Proteſtant, from the 
higheſt. ro, the loweſt; and it is very much 


in our Power ſo to * having many Advan- 


tages to this End above moſt Nations in the 


World: But if we will not make a proper 


Uſe of them, and improve them to the good 
Purpoſes, for which they are given; af we 
ſhould grow careleſs and indifferent about Po- 
pery, and if we ſhould neglect, ad it may 

e, 
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be, oppoſe and defeat the proper Means for 


reducing it: As Sin ſeldom faileth ro meer 


with its Puniſhment in Kind, ſo we may have 
juſt Cauſe to fear that that reſtleſs and indefa- 
tigable Sect may ſtill involve us in Miſery and 
Confuſion; and that our Coldneſs, and want 
of true Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, may 


end in great and diſmal Calamities, and at 


laſt, in the Removal of that excellent Reli- 
gion, which we profeſs and enjoy. 

We have great Reaſon to be thankful to 
God, for the great Happineſs of having the 
free Exerciſe of our Religion; but there are 
many ſtill alive, who have ſeen it otherwiſe 
here, a Popiſn arbitrary Prince on the Throne, 
the Romiſh Religion triumphant, the reformed 
Churches ſhut up; and Proteſtants every 
where (except at Derry and Enistillin) op- 
preſſed and perſecuted. And if we be not 
Proteſtants in Deed as well as Name, and do 
not bring forth the true and genuine Fruits of 


our Faith, the juſt Providence of God may 


have a thouſand Ways to deprive us of it, and 
to bring Darkneſs upon us. 5 

And it is not unworthy our Confideration 
in this Juncture, that. the Catholicks of 7re- 
land (as they ſtile themſelves) have, in their 
late Addreſs to the King, given up a Doctrine 
of no ſmall Importance, and that is, the Popes 
Power of depoſing Kings in Cafes of Hereſy, 
and of abſolving their Subjects from their Al- 
legiance. This pretended Power is founded 
upon a very wicked Principle, maintained by 
5 R 2 the 
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to be kept with Hereticks, but that chey 
ought to be extirpated and deſtroyed; and 


he that renounceth the former, doth at che 


ſame Time vittually tenounce the latret; for 
che Power of depoſing Kings is the Conſe- 
quent of an Obligation, which they wrong- 
fully ſuppoſe all Orthodox Chriſtians lie un- 
der to extirpate and deſtroy Hetetieks. Now 
by their renouncing of both theſe Principles, 
or either of them, they alſo give up the In- 
fallibility of the Church of Rome, and the 
Pope's Supremacy, (at leaſt in Temporals,) 
Which are the two main Articles in the Po. 
piſh Religion, that hinder the Reformation 


of that Church, and keep them at ſuch a Pi- 
ſtance from us. So that in this Addreſs; they 


have given us a fair Invitation to uſe ſome 
farther Endeavours about them. They have, 
as it were, met us half way, and have given 


us great Hopes of an entire Reconciliation: 


For ſuch a Work is ſeldom done at once, but 
is uſually. brought about by a gradual Pro- 
greſſion; great Allowances being to be made 
ro the Prejudices of Education, which are 
ſeldom laid aſide of a ſudden. - «err? crit; 
And therefore, one would: think, that it 
might be very ſeaſonable in this Juncture, to 


lay hald of this Opportunity, and to make 

the. proper Uſe of this good Proſpect, Which 

they have given us of an Accommodation. 
For if we conſidet the Character of the Per- 
ſons concerned in this Addteſs, and the Re- 


gard 
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gard which they have to their Honour and 
Reputation, there is no doubt, but their own 


Worth and Integrity will induce them to give 
all cho reaſonable Tokens, that can be juſtly 


expected, of their Sincerity, by the Opera. 


tion and Influence that this Conceſſion muſt 
have upon them in other Points. Becauſe, ſo 
loag as they continue in Communion with 
the Church of Rome, they may hate a Facul- 
ty to make what Profeſſions they pleaſe; 
nay, they may have a particular Diſpenſa- 
tion co prefeſs Loyalty to an heretical Prince, 
and to deny that the Pope hath any Power to 
depoſe him, or to abſolve his Subjects from 
their Allegiance. And beſides all this, if they 
made ſuch Profeſſions of themſelves, and of 

their own Accord, without any Faculty or 
Diſpenſation, with an Intention to promote 
the: Catholiek Cauſe, rhey may get an Abſo- 
lution for what they have done. And as this 
is an Objection againſt holding Communion 
with the Church of Rome, that can never be 
anſwered, and eannot on any Account be got 
over; ſo, one would think, it ſhould prevail 

with them to lay their own Caſe ſeriouſſy to 
Heart, and to conſider in good earneſt, what 
a ſad Misfortune it is both to them and to us, 
that let them be never ſo ſincere and honeſt, 


(as. no doubt many of them are,) yet theſe. 


of a. different Perſwaſion can never be fully 8 
ſecure, while they continue in the Commu- 


But 
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But beſides this Eneouragement that we 


have, to make particular Application at this 
Time, to the Romiſh Natives of this King- 


dom for their: Converſion, there are other In- 


ducements, which give us no ſmall Hopes of 
Succeſs, if proper Methods were taken. The 
Triſh are much more civilized, and become 
much more tractable than they uſed to be. 
They are laying aſide their old rude and bar- 
barous Way 'of Living, and they are coming 


into the Exgliſb Cuſtoms and Manners. And 


as to Matters of Religion, ſo far as T could 
learn, there are very ſew among the common 
People, that believe Tranſubſtantiation; or 
that are not convinced that it were much bet- 
ter to have the publick Service, and the Offi- 
ces of Religion, in a known than an unknown 
Tongue, and that are not deſirous to under- 
ſtand their Prayers. And one Thing very re- 
markable hath occurred of late, much to the 
Commendation of the Popiſh Prieſt of Ca van. 
In a Catechiſm, which (as T am told) he com- 
poſed and diſtributed, not long fince, among 
his People and others: He gives up the wor- 


ſhipping of Saints, in theſe Words, which, to 


do him Juſtice, I ſhall inſert here, as they are 


therein expreſſed by himſelf, by way of Que- 
ſtion and Anſwer. C. Foun coir Muire Mha- 


thair no na navimh dadharadh > F. Ni coir, do 
bhrizh garab onoir ſo dlithear do dhia ambain. 


V Fon ccoiſgionn an Aithneſi, Onoir do thabhart 


do na Naoimbh > F. Ni choiſgionn, do bhrigh 


nach anann an Onoir do bheirmid doibh, agas 


do 
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do dbia : Orr. onoramaoid iad amhain mur 
Ghairde, agas mur ſbeirbhiſeacha De. Which 
is thus in Engliſpb. Q. Is it. lawful to worſhip 
the Mother Mary or the Saints ? A4. It is 
not lawful, becauſe this is an Honour due to 
God alone. Q. Doth this Commandment 
forbid us to give Honour to the Saints > 
A. It doth not, becayſe we do nor: give the 
ſame Honour to them, as to God; for we 
| honour them only as Friends, and as faithful 
Servants of GG. I. 
3: We may obſerve, how much. the Pops 
Clergy have to anſwer for, and what a hea- 
vy Charge lieth upon them, for impoſing 
ſuch groſs Deluſtons: upon their! People in 
Matters of Religion. Eternal Salvation (which 
is the main Thing that Relgion aims at) is of 
ſuch. infinite Moment and Importance, that 
the, utmoſt Care and Warineſs ſhould be uſed 
about the Means of obtaining it. And all 
true Lovers of Souls will be extremely cau- 
tious and circumſpect in a Matter of ſo great 
Conſequence, and will on no Account what- 
ſoever, have a Hand in drawing or alluring 
others to depend and rely upon any Means 
of Salvation, but ſuch as God himſolf hath 
appointed, becauſe no other Terms will do; 
and if the Sinner, by truſting to them, ſhould 
miſcarry, his Loſs is fatal and dreadful, in 
that it cannot be retrieved. And there is the 
greater Reaſon, why all thoſe, who have t 
ken the Care of Souls upon them, ſhoul 
deal honeſtly and uprightly in this Matter; 
Re i becauſe 
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becauſe: a great Part of Mankind are very 


apt to be deceived and impoſed upon in the 
great Buſineſs of Religion. There is implant. 


ed in Mankind an innate Fear, and uneaſy 
Apprehenſion of ſuffering for Sin, if it be not 


ſome way or other prevented; and this in- 
dueeth them to give a ready Ear to ſuch, as 
undertake to ſnow them a Way agreeable to 
their eottupt Inclinations, for being deliver- 
ed from the great Evils and Calamities, which 
they are juſtly afraid, their Sins will bring 
upon then. There is alſo in the greateſt Part 
of Mankind, a great Backwardneſs and Un- 
willingneſs to real Goodneſs, and this is a 
ſtrong Byaſs upon their Minds, and makes 


them very ready to try ſome other Way for 


obtojning:the Fayour of God, and very apr 
to hs Ken to ſuch, (eſpecially if they be their 
ſpirii a Guides and Teachers, as would ſub- 
ſtitute g ething elſe in the Place of true Re- 
ligion, ad would perſwade them, that ir 


will do s Turn as well. And therefore, all 


ſpiritual Guides. ſhould eonſider well, whar 
it is to cake the Charge of other Mens Souls 
upon them, and ſhould always remember, 
that in order faithfully to acquit themſelves 
of this great and important Duty, it is neceſ- 


ſary in the firſt Place, that they themſelves 
ſhould have ſufftcient. Knowledge of the Will 


of God, concerning the Terms of Salvation, 
and then that they ſhould plainly and ho- 


neſtly make theſe Terms known to the Peo- 
ple, and impoſe no other upon them, that fo- 


they 


13 = 
they may know what they. have to cruſt to 
for eternal Life. They ſhould honeſtly and in- 


May, and that is Obedience to the Will of 
God. The whole of this is often comprehended 
and expreſſed in che Goſpel, under theſe tw 


o 


2 Articles, Re pentauce and Faith, that is, 


carty Sorrow for Sin, joined with a fincere 
Reſolution and Endeavour to forſake it, and 
to do gur Duty ; and a full Truſt in God's 
one Word, Holineſs; or, to ſpeak. plainer 
n is the only Way to Happineſs, 
en, may invent a thouſand By-ways, but 
there is mo other hut this. And Gqodneſs is 
nothing elſe but a: Conformity to che Nature 
and Will of God; an Imitation of himſelf in 
his moral Perfections and Attributes, and O- 
bedience to his poſitive Commands: And un- 


til we do ſo, we cannot be happy. Without 


real Goodneſs, there can be no true Happi- 


neſs. God hath in his Word made Good 


nes or Holineſs to be the indiſpenſible Con- 


dition of Happineſs. Heb. 12. 14. Follow 


Peace with all Men, and Holiueſs, without 
which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. And it is fo 
in the very Nature of the Thing. Goodneſs 
is a neceſſary Ingredient of Happineſs : It is 
a previoully requiſite Qualification, without 
which it is not poſſible to be happy. Good- 
neſs or Virtue, or Holineſs, (which are all 


different Words ſignifying the ſame Thing, 


CON- 


nuouſly. tell chem, that there is no other 
Lay to eternal Happineſs, but the good old 
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conſiſteth in a right Frame and Temper of 


Mind, and conſequently is the Health of the 
Soul; the very State and Condition, that it 
ſhonld be in: So that the Mind of Man can 
no more be happy without Virtue and 9 729 

e 


'S ? * 


neſs, than the Body can be well without the 
natural Scituation, and proper Function of all 
its Parts. Beſides, Man being created after 


the Image of God, and in his Likeneſs; and 


God, as he is the firſt and chief Good, be ing 
the Fountain of Happineſs, and his Holi- 


neſs being the main Foundation of his own 
Happineſs, the ſame Cauſes and Ingredients, 
which make up the Happineſs of God, muſt 


according to our Capacities, be found in us, 


or elſe we cannot be happy. Unleſs we be 


Partakers of the Divine Nature, and have put 


on a God- like Temper and Diſpoſition, it is 


not poſſible for us to enjoy true Felicity. Un- 


til we be poſſeſſed of the Virtues and good 
Qualities of God, and of his holy Angels and 
Saints, we are not fit Company for our hea- 


venly Father, nor capable of being happy in 


their Society and Communion. And on the 
other Hand, all manner of Sin is of a malig- 


nant Nature. It is the: Diſeaſe, the unnatu- 


ral and violent State of the Soul. It pro- 
ceeds always from ſome Diſorder or Imper- 
fection; from Blindneſs in the Underſtanding, 
or Perverſeneſs in the Will, or Irregularity in 


the Paſſions. In a Word, it ſpringeth from 


ſome Exceſs or Defect, ſome Degeneracy or 
Corruption of the Faculties of the 3 
—ùo Ant 
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And this will evidently appear to any one, 
that ſhall conſider every particular Sin, and 
enquire into the Nature of it; ſo that a wick 
ed Man, a wilful and habitual Sinner, cannot 
be happy; he can neither have ſolid and 
ſubſtantial Contenrmenr and Satisfaction in: 
his own Mind, while he is in this World, nor 
is he qualified for, of capable of reliſhing the 
pure Joys, and the ſpiritual Pleaſures of Hea- 
ven. Sin (while it is perſiſted in) puts a 
conſtant Bar to Happineſs. It is utterly in- 
conſiſtent with true Felicity. Ir carrieth its 
own Puniſhment along with ic. It is the ve- 
ry Cauſe and Spring of Miſery, and produceth 
it as neceſſarily as every other Cauſe produ- 
ceth irs natural Effect, as the Sun producerh 
Light, and the Fire Heat. So that every 
wicked Man is his own Tormentor ; he bears 
the Fuel of Hell about with himſelf in his 
own corrupt and polluted Mind. His own | 
_ carnal Luſts, and diabolical Paſſions, will in- 

fallibly make him miſerable. And therefore, 
| ſince Goodneſs is a neceſſary Ingredient of 
Happineſs, and ſince Sin and Miſery are in- 
ſeparable, all thoſe that have taken the Care 
and Charge of Souls upon themſelves, ſhould 
publickly and privately, and upon all proper 
Occaſions, charge their People to forſake 
Sin, to believe and live according to the Go- 
ſpel; and ſhould acquaint them that there is 
no other Remedy, no other Relief for all choſe 
that are weary and heavy laden with the 
Burthen of their Sins, but to caſt themſelves 
S 2 _— 
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on the Mercies of God alone, through Chriſt ; 
and to work out their o.]n Salvation for 
themſelves, in the Uſe of ſuch Means and 


Ordinances, as God himſelf hath appeiired, 
and no other. , 12 He . 
But if we will enquire how this Matter 
is managed by the ſpiritual Guides ia dhe 
Church of Rome, it Will evidenety appeat to 
all thoſe, that will confider Things impar- 

_ tially according to the Principles of Reaſon, 


and the Precepts of rhe Goſpel, that they 


have herein conſulred ' their own world 7 
Intereſt, rather than the Good of Souls; 


and inſtead of conducting them in the true 
and ſafe way to eternal Happineſs, do for 
their own By-ends lead them aſtray, and 
—— them into dangerous and pernicious 
Efrors. Sh 777 . 


And this they have done not in à few 

bur in many Inſtances. Their Doctrine eon- 
eerning the ſpiritual Wealth and Treaſure of 
the Church; concerning Works of Superoga- 


tion; and one Mans fatisfying for another; 
worſhiping of Images and Relicks; going in 
Pilgrimage to Places of imaginary SanQiry ; 


Purgatory and Praying for the Head; placing 


Religion in uncommanded - Obſervances ; 
Praying to Saints and Angels ; performing 
rhe Offices of Religion in an unknown Ton- 
gue; denying the People the free uſe of the 
Seriptures; leaving the Second Command- 


ment out of the Decalogue ; and giving out 


that the Pries have Power to forgive Sins. 
PWW 
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All theſe Tenets and Practices haye a dire& 
Tendency to baffle and defeat true Holineſs: 
There is nothing of Piety or Morality in 
them. They have no Foundation either in 
natural or revealed Religion. They ſerve no 
other End but to enrich and àggrandize the 
Popiſh Clergy ; and it was for this Purpoſe 
only that they were firſt invented, and for 
this Reaſon they are ſtill impoſed upon 
the People. . 1 
I had fome Thoughts of enlarging upon 
every one of theſe Particulars, and of 
ſhewing how they are Obſtructive of true 
Religion and real Holinefs, and what direct 
Tendency they have to take the People off 
from depending upon God alone, through the 
Merits of Chriſt, in working out their Sal- 
vation. Bur perhaps this may be better 
done on another Occaſion in a Treatiſe by 
JJ 5 e 
In the mean Time, T refer ſuch of the 
Clergy of the Church of Rome, as have a 
Mind to be well informed about theſe Mat- 
rers, and ate diſpoſed to act impartially, 
to the Books that have been written by the 
Divines of our Church againſt theſe Errors; 
and particularly, to the Archbiſhop of Tuams 
| Addfrefs to thoſe of the Communion of the 
Church of Rome, lately Publiſhed. And for 
their own Sakes, and rhe Sake of all thoſe 
that are guided by them, I would requeſt 
only one Favour of them, and that is, that 
they would not repeat and acquieſce in the 
ET. | | Reaſons 


La. 
Reafons (ſuch as they are) which the Ad- 
yocates of the Church of Rome have already 
given for theſe Impoſitions, bur that they. 
would conſider the Anſwers made to them 
by Proteſtants, and ſee what they can ſay 
1 am now come to take my leave of 
the Reader; and, J hope there is no need 
of making any Apology for this Underta- 
king. In a Kingdom, where there are ſo 
many poor deluded Souls wallowing in Dark- 
neſs and Ignorance, as to the truly ſpiritual 
Life; and where the Popiſh Religion, hath 
done ſo much Miſchief, it is the indiſpen- 
ſible Office and Dury of every Miniſter of 
rhe __ on all proper Occaſions to ſhew 
his Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, and to 
exert himſelf againſt Popery: And this is ſo 
far from wanting an Apology, that I do not 
ſee how the Neglect of it can be juſti- 
Deen 

I know it is invidiouſſy inſinuated and 
muttered by ſome, that it is not ſeaſon- 
able in this Juncture; but there is not the 

leaſt Colour or pretence for this Suggeſtion. 

Harh it not been evidently proved beyond 
all Conttadiction, that the Corruptions f 
Popery are greatly increaſed. and upheld by 
Füge, as the Parliament hath 'obſer- 
ved.) And is not this Practice kept up as 
much, if not more, than ever? And is it 
not fit then, that the Vanity and Sinful- 

neſs of it ſhould be laid open and demon- 
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ſtrated? Are not the Papiſts in better Heart 
than they uſed to be, more, active. and indu- 
ſtrious in ſpreading their ;Poiſon? Is not, 
therefore an Antidote very ſeaſonable and 
Proper ar a , ... 

If it were propoſed that Rigours and Se- 
verities ſhould be uſed againſt them, perhaps 
this might be unſeaſonable, and might raiſe 
a Clamour both at Home and Abroad, and 
might be made a Handle for perſecuting the 
Proteſtants in foreign Parts, and a pretence 
for juſtifying it, although the Caſe of Pro- 
teſtants'and Papiſts in this Reſpect is not 
parallel, but widely different. But although, 
conſidering the Principles and Practices of 
the Church of Rome, it is not only lawful 


but neceſſary, that we ſhould, ſecure our 
ſelves by good olf Laws, from 

the Miſchief and Danger that always threaten 
us from that Quarter; yet there is _— 
of Rigor or, Severity intended, or ſo muc 

as hinted at in this Treatiſe. I am con- 
vinced not only from the Nature of Re- 
ligion itſelf, bur alſo from the little Expe- 
rience that T have Had in the World, that 
gentle Uſage and Argument taken from Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon, and propounded to thoſe 
that are in Error in the Spirit of Love and 
Meekneſs, are the beſt and moſt effectual 
Means for Propagating true Religion. Other 
Methods have been tried to little Purpoſe; 
but this too much overlooked and neglect- 
ed. And all that is aimed at in this Work, 
. 15 
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DESCRIPTION 
St. Patricks Purgatory 
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P AVIN G heard much talk of 
d this Place, I went in Company 
of other Proteſtants, to vi 
tit; and found as follows. 


- The Lough, ſcituate in the Pariſh of 7 emple- 
Carn, Barony of Tirbu, and County of 
F 3 '  Domegaul, 


3 
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Donegaul, is about three Miles broad one way, 
and "Two another; 


: has 3 15 it one Peninſula, 2 


L wichin;. on ON 
Lan 4 and, is ca ale de Patricks. Put atory': 


N he 
Fro 


bares ag hs ty, on 2 
1. 15 l Tn * £ N ** F * 
2. Three or four Paces beyond- this, ano- 


he ſmall heap with a Stone Croſs * 
on it. 


N TY 


3. And 3s bod. Thaatz A 10 beap 


of? Rubbi PIER is anten St. * 
Cove. 3 


1 54 oO Y 
* I 8 


. 


14 as ps les; Haag: K 4 IV Bind. 
ng Place; are the Ruins)of-a f Houſe and 
Chappel, which wers demajiſhad hy Order 


of. ee abour che Wear, 166. 


* 


7 <4 "4 $5 . oF v4 1 N 
3 _— 7 & * - * " #448 2 ». Is 7 T * 2 A F # 


everal ſmall 


: © vWF ting” Ot» 
/ 25 2 2 ; » MQc+ * 
» * f IP. r x 2 2 * 3 * 
- 1 T's W I f 
45 8 


"The CRT N not 12 | el J of; 
ebe, lies on the South Eaſt Side. O che 


— 


LEE Oo c 


{[ £131 3 
In the Chappel Ruins, are two Poor Al- 


ran, add cee, hem two ocher Oowes. ban 
wa. e N a = "op LS Mg: $ Wr WT „ 5 


5 


iz 5, Sone Paces deyondebeſhy are the Saint 


Beds, being Six Circles of Stone; four of f 


rhem put careleſſy together, above a Foot 
High, and! five: or - fix in Diameter, with a 
Gap om one Side of each: And the Floors 
and une: m 0 


They ſtand in o deten within two or 


three Paces of each other: The two laſt 
Beds, have rheir Walls better made, and 


ſomewhat higher, and one of them twice 


as large as any of the reſt. 
They bear the Names of Brenan, Bride, 


: Carherin, Colam, Patrick; and Nr in = 


on Bed; and vice. 1 3 * 
a4 Sena the farther endebf 5 0 is a 


eoarſe Altat, ee to St. 1 not _ 


Years ago. ano abu 


» „ „„ 


7 Some fewts ſmall. Trees, and A large 


one; half: withered; are about the Ruins, and 
fifey ſmall--Huts: in the nearer end of tlie 
Ifland, for the Reception of . i 0 g 


78. On the North Raſt Side of which are, 
three lumps of Rock, three or four Paces 
within che Langh, almoſt contiguous; 'and a 


_ kidde further in it, che Shank of a Stone 


Croſs, all about two Foot above Water. 
E : | 1 


* 
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And heb bring: all 5 AIRS 5 1 | 


worth Noting in and near the | Iſland, the 


 1inſe. which cle Nu make _ _ i, as 
follows, 201% 205 r 


1. hey e hos 5 2 baze-Head, 
7 hats from the time - chey firſt 


come in view of the Lowgh):+ with their 


Beads in ohe Hand, and a Stick like a + 
mz the othet, firſt to St. Patriots nearer Al- 


tar; before: which! they ay Kneeling, one 


_ and: Ave, and one (rede. me 45 5 
J. 001 üer. A 
ow Thenee ee to the Chappel, Gin 
ns: order) before; which. they Kneel, and 
BY, three Paters, three Aue s, and one da 
0: 237; 

r Ani tlie ſams Devotions in che dame Po- 
ſtures ; and then : ſurrounding it pans _ 
a ** as many Decads. 


ogg. Then they: hutry to“ the Saints Beds, 
about the. faur-fieſt of which-:they go three 
Times each without, and as Gan wein each, 
ſaying every time three Paters, three Aves, 


and one Credo. And the ſame Number kneel- 


ing befote tho entrance of every Bed, the two 
laſt of which chey compaſs: nine times, ſaying, 
nine Patert, nine Abe s and three Creirlo s, und 


© = Sw their ener 1 at che _—_ 


4. * 


12 Aa lf. lis. £4 


or 
4. Which finiſhed they deſcend into th 
Water, ſurroumding the 'three Stones, and 
as they go, and proftrare upon one of them, 
run over flve Paters, five Aves, and one 


F. To tlie Stone Croſs, then in the Water 
Sy which ſtanding with their Faces to tlie 
Eaſt, and tbeir Arms extended, they re- 
pear, one Puter, one ue, and one Credo. 
D Fe inn Loh its Etudld i F# 4 > . 8 


6. Then returning to Land, they haſt all 
dripping to the hieap; where the round Croſs 
is. To which they bow, Kiſs and embrace 
it, and turning their Backs, lean on it a little 
while. Then face about, bow, and ſo to 
Thee Altar, where they began; faying on their 
Knees the fame Prayers they did at firſt. And 
"thence to the Chappel again, in which the 
fay the Rofary and Fifteen Decads, Kneel- 
ing, and fo they end (as they call it) one 
Station, which laſts above three Hours. This 
they are to do three Times a Day for eight 
* At Sun riſe; Noon, and Sun 


7. And on the ninth Day (about two in 
the Morning) the ticular Prieſt of the Pariſh 
(whom they call the Prior) puts them into 
the Coves, one of which holds Thirty, ano- 
ther Sixteen, and another Fourteen Perſons 
The Men and Women, feperately receiving 
Money from every one before they go in. 
. | | 1 Theſe 


. * Theſe Coves, that is Caves, are like long 
coarſe built Oyens, | aboye Ground .abour 
four Foot high and wide, but of different 
lengths; having each a "ſmall; Spike-hole 
on one fide. The Pilgrims being thruſt into 


> 
* * 


which, the Entrances are cloſed up with Stones 


and Dirt, and there they ſit ſtarying twenty 


four Hours without Meat, not haying leave 
to Anſwer Nature, or any Refreſhmen 

cept Tobacco and Water, which. they receive as 

WAS tm ei % 1 1 284 — (45.7.4 

they do all the Light and Air they have ir 
the Spike-holes.. But above, all, Things a- 
5. 4 Ro 6 « 224 2340 WE * N 1 of 2411 8 2941 . 
voiding Sleep, the Prize. telling them, the 


Devil will carry them away, (as he has 


done two Cave: fulls already if he catch 


T he tenth Pay, at the ſame Hour, tliey are 
let out, they go to the Lough, dip themſelyes 
chriee ſtark naked, put on their Cloachs, 
come te land again; and ſo their Turras 


(that is Pilgrimage) is ended. While it laſts 
they hear Maſs ſeveral Times every Day, 


for there are many Prieffs in the Iſland, 


and every Day have a Sermon preached 


them in 7riſh about one a Clock; after 
which they always go in Proceſſion about 

the Chappel ſaying, a Litany : Their Diet du- 

ring the time of their Turras, is only Oc: 
Cakes, and warm Water once a,; Day after 
Sermon. But as much Tobacco Snuff and 
Cold Water as they pleaſe. | 


Jo the Alta on the farther end of the 
I Mſland they go in Proceſſion on Sundays and 


Holy- 


- - 


DL 1g J 


# 


Hloly- days, and hear Maſs there; they con- 


feſs before they begin the Turras, and before 


the Coves, and receive the Holy Sa crament | 
then. Their Bowings, Croſſings and Kiſſing 


Stones, while they do their Stations, are 


almoſt innumerable. There were near five 


Thouſand there laſt Year, as.the Prior told 


me, who regiſters their Names, but not two 
Thouſand had been this Lear, when I was 
there, and commonly more Men than Women. 
Between their Stations they lie in their 
Huts to eaſe their Feet, or ſaunter about ta- 
king Snuff, and telling Stories. The Papiſts 
of that Country feldom do their. 7arras. 


Their Votaries uſually coming from the other 


three Provinces, and ſometimes from Exgland, 


and more diſtanx Countries. 


None make their Zurras a ſecond Time 


except their Clergy, by way of Decoy; and 
ſome bigotted People: And indeed few go wil- 
lingly ſuch as there on that Errand at all, but 


are enjoyned by. their Confeſſors, by way of 
| Penance to expiate ſome groſs Sins. Much 


haſte, diſorder, and hurry I ſaw, and little 
Devotion in theſe Pilgrims And yet as much 
as heretofore uſed to be; if we may Credit 
a Latin Author of their own, whoſe Book 
Printed at Waterford, .1647, Complains of 


the Irreligion, , great Abuſes, and Diſorders 


of the Pilgrims going to St. Patrick s Purga- 
wm_ 5 


* Ws There 
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There were about three Hundred of theſe 
Devottes, (Sixty of which wete in the O- 
vens or Codes) when I was there. 
The Seaſon of poing on this Pilgrimage, 

begins as ſoon as the Days ate long, and 

Lhe Weather warm, and laſt while they have 
ſuch Encouragement. ' 
They do not pretend any Mitacles to be 
\wrodght, nor are there any Beggars there. 
The Prior owned, that Wo Place is called 
Purgatory, only becauſe Sins are there pur- 
ged away by Penance. From him and ano- 
ther Prieſt I received ſome part of this Re- 
lation, and ſaw and obſerved all the reſt; 
wan according may Credit be give _- 


Auguſt the 1K, 
e 3 


ö 3 


N. B. A Decadyis Ten 
and One Pater Ny EJ. 
The Reſary is fte "Ut x 


5 


. Pilgrimage 


oo] 
E Pilgrimage being for the moſt Part, per- 
ormed by the /rz/h, at Wells, Ponds and 
lates, which, as they imagine, have been 
; bleſſed by ſome Saint or other, and for that 
Reaſon, have greater Vertue in them to- 
- Evwards the Curing of Diſeaſes, than other 
Pater; it may not be improper here, by 
Pray of APPENDI-L, to ſhew, that this 
fond and groundleſs Conceit, was taken from 


the Religion of the Heathens. 


And the Caſe of the Tri ſb, as to their In- 
ſtruction, being in many Reſpects parallel 
with that of the Venedi, or diu Wendens, 
a People in the King of Pruſſa s Dominions 
who ſpeak the Sclavonict Tongue; it is ho- 
ped, that the following Letter, written by 
that Pious and very learned Divine, Doctor 
Jablonsti, firſt Chaplain to the King of 
Pruſſia, may not be unacceptable ro rhe 
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A UF H 0 R of the 


Preſent State of ENGLAND. 
FROM THE 


Rey* and very Learned 


Dr. FABLONSKL 


= Eirſt Chaplain to the 
King of PRUSSIA. 


Concerning the Inſtruction of the Die EN. 
& DENS, a Nation in BRANDENBURG, 
that. ſpeaks the Sclavonick n : 


— a 


Paithfulh 7 _ fon Latin into Engliſh. 
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VIR, 


E T 
 Faytor Colendiſſime. 


UM aliis Moneribus Litera- 
riis, pro quibus iteratas Tibi 
gratias ago, miſiſti ad me etiam 
Rn. Dai. Richardſonij CON- 
SILIA de Hibernorum Roma- 
| niſtarum ad Evangelium Chri- 
ſu Dee mediantibus Libris vernacu- 
i horum Sermone impreſs, procurandd ; 
2 u 
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quæ ſummam uriqz mihi creaverunt volupta- 
tem, quod in iis prudenter conjuncta viderem 
quæ nonnunquam divelli ſolent, nunquam ve- 
vero ſive gravi optimæ Cauſæ Detrimento 
divelli poſſunt, nempe, pio Scopo aptata le- 
gitima, idoneaque Media, quæ ubi ex mente 
præfati Auctoris executioni fuerint mandata, 
Divina Benedictione haud caritura eſſe perſua- 
ſum habeo. 

Non verd vel Tibi, vel Rn. Dno. Rickard. 
Tonio ingrarxum fore exiſtimaviz Vir Ampliſ- 
ſigne, ſi nonnihil rerum noſtratum, quæ cum 
Hibernicis veſtris convenientiam quandam ha- 

bere videntur, breviter ad te perſcripſero. 
Nempe, ſuperſuntꝭ in hune uſq; diem aliquæ 


veteris Venedorum populi (Die Wenden nobis 


dicti) haud ſpernendz Reliquiæ, qui Popu- 
lus olim Piſtule nunc Viadri & Spree acco- 
{z;-cum tribus· circiter Miliaribus a Berotifio 
ſedium ſuarum initium capiat, inde per Lu- 
ſatiam utramque, ab uno latere in Miſniam, 


ab altero in Sileſſam procurrir, pars Cæſari, 


& Electori Saxoniæ, pars Electori Branden- 
burgico Subjecti. Numerus gentis haud fa- 
eile iniri poteſt. In Luſatia Brandenburgica 
124 Venedorum Pagi numerantur, in 24 Pa- 
rochias diviſi, præter plures ejus Gentis in 
Sileſia Brandenbargica, aliiſque Diſtrictibus, 
quorum numerum juxta atque eorum qui C#- 
ſareæ aur Saxonicà ditionis' ſunc, 'minus com- 
pertum habeo. Is populus, ut Sarmaticæ eſt 
Originis, ita Eloquij Sclavonici, hujuſque, 
quamxis a cot ſeculis Germanis Gentibus cia- 


Sf ' gatur, 
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gatur, etiamnum tenaciſſimus. Pars eorum 
Carol; M. tempore, trajecto Albi, in Ditione 
Luneburgica conſederant, quorum tamen Lin- 
gue uſus ob loquentium, ut videtur, Pauci- 
tatem, ſenſim acciſus, Patrum & noſtri me- 
mori prorſus defiit. Idem ut apud Noſtros 
efficeretur, varie pridem tentatum fuit, eumq; 
in finem penes unumquodque Templum 
Schola Germanica inſtituta, pleriſque etiam 
Eccleſiis Paſtores Germanici dati, Linguæ 
Solavonicæ ignari; libri vero eo idiomate im- 
preſſi nulli, ut vel hoc pacto Gens rudis ad 
addiſcendam Linguam Germanicam compelle- 
Jm 95s” | i 
Sed horum Mediorum ex voto ſucceſſit 
nullum. Scholz enim, quæ quidem rem op- 
time confecturæ videbantur, ei tamen haud 
ſufficere comperrz ſunt ; quod Venedi non 
Urbes aur Oppida ſed ſolos Pagos, Agricul- 
turz exercendæ Gratii habitant, unde difli- 
erlis Juventuti ex Pagis Parochialibus, non- 
unquam procul diflitis, ad Scholam acceſſus, 
tempore prefertim Hiberno, fed quod ſolum 
ipſis reſtabar, cum æſtivo tempore Parentes 
Liberorum auxilio ad operas ruſticanas indi- 
gerent: Ita fiebat ut Pueri quod hyeme invi- 
ti didicerant, Æſtate haud inviti Oblivioni 
traderent, Parentibus in ſinu gaudentibus, 
neq; patriam linquam Germanuicd commutan- 
dam æque ferentibus. Paſtores Germanici Vo- 
nedorum Eecleſiiis præfecti, Officio ſuo infeli- 
ciſſime fungebantut, cum enim auditoribus ſuis 
Barbari eſſent, maximæ eorum parti, ſexui 
iii cum 


_ ——— Ants —— wc 


L 1443 
cum primis muliebri ædificationis dabant ni- 
hil; & Experientia compertum fuit, in hy- 
bride ejuſmodi cætu, etiam poſt triginta plu- 
riumve annorum decurſum, oviculas paſtorem 
haud intellexiſſe, neq; a Paſtore fuiſſe intel- 
lectas. Quæ res in cauſa fuit, cur ſummi 
Magiſtratus juſſu plerique Germanici Paſtores 
tandem rurſus in Venedos commutarentur. 


Denique Defectus Librorum Sacrorum, Igno- 


rantiam quidem Venedorum alere, non ve- 
ro deſiderium Linguæ Germanic in iis accen- 
dere aptus natus erat, eorum enim ignorata 
Dulcedo Barbaræ Genti Contemtui fuit. Jam 
verò miſerum infelicis Populi ſtatum facile ip- 


ſe æſtimaveris, qui prorſus «y2agaBul@, cui 


nullus Liber, nullum animi pabulum, neq; aliud 
Devotionis ſubſidium, niſi pauculæ Preoes. & 
Hymni quidam memoria retinendi. Nec ulla 


Sacrorum Eloquiorum Particula in uſum tot 


numeroſarum Eccleſiarum impreſſa proſtabat, 


ſed quilibet Miniſter pro Concione Textum 


ita prælegebat, prout ſuo marte (invità tamen 
ſæpius Minerva) è Lingua Germanica in Ve- 
nedicam eundem converterat. | | 

His tantis malis Fredericus Rex, glorioſæ 
memoriæ, medicam tandem manum admovir, 
obſtetricante Pietate ejus Rn. Gottlieb Fabri- 
cio V. D. inter Venedos Miniſtro, pio, Zeli- 


que fervidi. Is poſtquam Linguam Vene- 


dam non ſine labore didiciſſet, & Catechiſ- 


mum in eandem tranſlatum præmiſiſſet, ma- 
Jori mox operi ſe accinxit, totumq; Novum 
Teſtamentum eadem Lingua, Anno 1709. 


evul- 


1 

evulgavit; nunc vero Libro Pſalmerum Hym- 
norumq; Sacrorum pariter elaborando eden- 
doque inſudat. Vir iſte ad preſentem cui. præ- 
eff Parochiam Peitzenſem, ſex Pagos complex- 
am evocatus, cum nullam ibi ſcholam Vene- 
dicam inveniſſet, non ſine difficultare, ipſis eti- 
am Parzcianis primum obnitentibus, effecit 
tamen, ut initio unus conſtitueretur Ludima- 
giſter, qui duobus, è ſex illis pagis operam 
ſuam commodaret : Hoc vero ſpartam ſibi 
commiſſam fideliter ornante, brevi eſfetum 

eſt, ut non ſolum duo illi pagi Lectionis ar- 
rificio caperentur, verum reliquorum etiam in- 


colæ Prxceptores ſibi dari peterent, quorum 


mox tres impetrarunt. Hes equidem omnes ip- 
ſe Fabricius Primum legere, & Juventuris in- 
ſtituendæ rationem, haud exiguo cum labore 
docuit ; verum ſementis ſuæ ampliſſimam mox 
vidit meſſem, cum non f6lum aliquot jam Ju- 
venum Centuriæ Præceptorum ſuorum opera 
Lectionem edoctæ ſint, verum ipſi etiam ſub- 
inde Parentes (qui antea Liberos ſuos Litera- 
rum expertes æque feliciter ac ipſimet vixiſ- 
ſent, vivere poſſe arbitrati fuerant, quin tacita 
quadam invida perciti, Liberos ſupra ſe ſapere 
noluerant) a Liberis ſuis literas, Lectionemq; 
hauſerint, hancque quotidiana Devotione do- 
mi exerceant. Accidit quibuſdam in locis, qui- 
bus forte Scholz Magiſtri dari tunc non po- 
tuere, ut cum inter ſervos paſcendis equis o- 


peram dantes aliquis reperiretur legere doctus, 


is Conſervos inter paſcendum eandem artem 
feliciter edoceret. Tantum potuit unius Viri 
ö X 3 Pietas, 


T 
Pictas, ſed Auctoritate Piiſſimi Regis ſuf. 
fulta, qui quo hae in re animo fucrir, egtegie 
 ipſe declarat in Reſcripto ad Regimen Neo Mar- 
chicum Dito, Die 22. Sept. 1708. ubi ita Rox. 
Metait Eccleſia in Gxapke Dubto we. Pa- 
flore ejut loci aliorſum tranſtato, Ie, iter 
Paſtorem linguæ Venedica ignarum accipiat, id 
quod e ttclufo eju Li hello Jupplice perſpicie- 
tie: Cum bero hand recordeniur Edicto guopram 
aut Mindato Regio Lingue illins aſum probi- 
bitam fuiſſe, quin potius Gloriæ nobis ducamus, 
Populos exotici Sermonts Sceptro noſtro ſubjici ; 
Sollicitè curabitis ut Praditto cætui de tali 
Paſtore proſpiciatut, cui defeffus Lingua haud 
obſtet, quo minus commiſſum ſibi Gregem ſedula 
Inſtitutione Catecherica in Doctriua e 
erudire, ad timorem obedientiamg; Dei, & vi- 
tam Chriſtianam manuducere, eiſque Poctri- 
nam, ſolatia & admonitiones, pro cujnſque Sta- 
ta impertiti gueat. Hactenùs Rex, Glotiam 
Numinis variis variorum Linguis prædicari 
eupiens. Sed veſtra quoq; Pietas hue non 
nihil contulit. Illis enim veſter Haleſius ali- 
quot A hie annis, cum in Fractu illo verſa- 
rerur, Libellum Anglicum, de Cura anime 
Summè neceſſaria, in Linguam Venedicani 
transferri, & Budiſſini, quæ bfbs Ditionis Sa- 
xonice eſt, typis imptithi; Rxemplariaque Li- 
bri diſtribuĩ curavit, gon fine maguo rudis 
plebeeulæ emolumento àtq; ædificatione. Ee- 
dem in Tractu Oœtus nonmnulli Venedorum 
Religioni Pontificiæ addicti Supetſunt, quos 
Lectionis & Librorum imp num > Fg 


q 


* 


l v 
Eccleſiam Proteſtantem (quæ iſto beneficio 
ipſos donat) allectum iri ſperamus. Hoc cer- 
tum eſt, quibuſdam Venedorum cognita Li- 
reratum Rudimenta ita ſalivam moviſſe, ut 
ſponte nunc Linguæ Germanice addiſcendæ 
enimum applicent, quo libris ea Lingua ſcrip- 
tis ipſi quoq; frui queant; ut adeo quod 
Germanicæ Linguæ obfuturum credebatur, 
eventu planè contrario, in ipſius jam Incre- 
mentum vergat. = 


Sed nimis diu Te detinui, Vir Ampliſſime, 
jam vale & Ama. 8 


"AMPILISSIME:. 
| Nominis Tui N 


Cultorem Meiofiſimum, 


Dan. Ern. Jablonski, D. | 


Berolini, D. 5. 
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AUTHOR of the „ 
preſent State of ENGLAND. 


From the Reva and very Learned 
Doctor FABLONS HI. 


Honoured SI R, 


IT H your Preſent of 4 Pie- 
ces of Learning, for which J hear- 
BIS). tily thank you, I received alſo the 
Reverend Mr. Richardſon's Pro- 

SSOP poſals for the Converſion of the 
Iriſh Papiſts. by Printing Books in their Na- 
tive Language. 7 feun 3 Satisfaction in 


reading 


1 ] 
feading them, becauſe I ſaw in them thoſe 


Things wiſely . put together, which are ſome- 
times 4 but never can be ſo without 
Prejudice to the beſt Defign, viz. fit and law: 
ful Means adapted to a pious End ; which, 
Jam confident, cannot fail of the Divine Bleſ- 
fing, whenſoever they ſhall be put in Execu- 
tion, according to the Mind of that Author. 


"Io ENTS: Pons; FEN 8 
Howe ver, worthy Sir, I thought it would 
not be unacceptable to you, or the Reverend 
Mr. Richardſon, if [, ſhould write you a ſhort 
Account of ſome Things here, which ſeem to 
be parallxi to your Iriſn Affairs. There are, 
to this ver) Day, ſome confiderable Remains 
of the ancient Uenedi, (called by us the Die 
Wendens,) who formerly inhabited the Banks 
of the Viſtula, But now live along the Oder 
aud Sprea; at preſent their Country begins 
about three Miles from Berlin, aud from thence 
runs through both the Luſatia's into Miſnia 
en the one Haud, end Sileſia on the other ; 
Part of them are ſuljed to the Emperor, and 
the EleQtor of Saxony, and Part to the Elec- 
tor of Brandenburgh. The Number of this 
People cannot be eaſily computed : In that Part 
of Luſatia, which belongs to Brandechurgh, 
there are 124 Villages of them, divided int 
24 Pariſhes, befides many mare of the ſaus 
Nation in that Electorate, as. far as it gu. 
tends into Sileſia, and iu ſeueral other Blacks; | 
of whoſe Nawbers,.as. alſo. of thoſe: fubject to 
the Emperor, aud Elector of Saxony, I have. - 


Lo. | 

1ecertain Knowledge. This People, Fring ori- 
giaally Sarmatians, ſpeaketh the Sclavonick 
Tongue, ani moſt tenac iouſiy keep up the Uſe 
fit to thiæ very Day, notwithſtanding that 
they. haus ſo: many Ages lived in the midſt of 
Gartmahs? Some of them having paſſed the 
Elb iz rhe Days of Charles the Great, ſertled 
themſelves - in thèe Country of Lunenburgh ; 

but their Language, by reaſon of the ſmall 
Numbers of thoſe that ſpoke'it, as we may ima- 
gine, having loſt Ground by little and little, 
was at laſt quite diſuſed within the Memory of 
our Fathers," nay of ſome now alive. Some 
while finces ſeveral "Attempts were made, to 
bring our Wendens likewiſe into a diſuſe of 
it and to that End, there was a German 
School el up ab every Church; to moſt of 
their Congregations were ſent German Paſtors, 
ignorant of vhe Sclavonick Tongue; and no 
Boots Printed in that Language, that ſo this 


illiterate People might be under a Neceſſity * | 
un the German Tongue. 


"But woke of thoſe Methods had the deſired 
Succeſs ;\ for the Schools, which ſeemed: like- 
lieſt to effet it, were found inſufficient; be- 
cauſe the endens, being Husbandmen, J. wor 
iuhabit Cities or Towns, But Villages only, 
which" Min afron fur ander, their Children 
could n dt hotỹ Diffitulty go to Schbol, eſpe- 
| ciulhy in Migrer,; ee 28 She only'T1; ime hey 
ef Ly! ip Je h their. Parthts 
clad 4 2 Manch in dumme: af 

dee“ | * thety 
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that they wilfully forgot that in Summer, 
which they had unwillingly learnt in Winter ; 
which their Parents, who were not. willing to 
change their own Language for the German, ſe- 
cretly rejoiced at. The German Paſtors of theſe 

Churches had very bad Succeſs in their Em- 
playment, for being Barbarians to their Hear- 


ers, the greateſt Part of them, and eſpecially- 


the Women, were wot at all edified. Aud it 


was found by Experience, that enen after the 


Space of 30 Tears and upwards, in ſuch Mong- 
rel Congregations, neither the Paſtor, vor the 


Flock underſtood each other, For which Rea- 
ſon, by Order of the chief Magiſtrate, Ger- 


man Paſtors were at laft exchanged for Wen- 
den. Laſtly, the Want 5 Books of Piety in 
their own... Language, tended _— eo fo- 
ment their Ignorance, . but not 10 indle in 
them any Defre to thoſe in the German Tongue; 
for that barbarous Nation, not knowing the 
Good of ſach Books,. perfectly deſpiſed them. 


And now you may eaſily Judge, what a mi- 
ſerable Condition theſe unhappy People were 
in, who were altogether unacquainted_ with Let- 
ters, had uot one Book, no ſpiritual Food, nor 
any other Help for Devotion, but a_very few 
Prayers, and ſome Hymns to be got by Heart. 


Neither was any Part of the Holy Scriptures 


Priuted for the Uſe of ſo many Numerous 


Congregations ; but. every Miniſter, inſtead 


of a Sermon, did read ſome Portion of the 


ord. 


their Country Labours ; whence it came to paſs, 


L wy } 
Word of GOD to them, tranſlating it him- 
ſelf as well as he could from the German, to 

the Wenden Language, though too often with 
little Accuracy or Fudgment ſo to do. 


At laſt King Frederick of glorious Memo- 
ry, applied a Remedy to theſe great Evils; 
the Reverend Gottlieb Fabricius, a godly and 
very zealous Miniſter of the Goſpel among 
the Wendens, having by his Great Piety con- 
| tributed much thereunts. : For after he had 
with no ſmall Labour, learned the Wenden 
Language, and tranſlated a Catechiſm into it, 
be ſoon betook himſelf to a greater Work, and 
in the Tear 1709. publiſhed the whole New 
Teſtament n that Language, and is now em- 
ployed in publiſhing an elaborate Verſion of the 
Book of Pſalms, and ſeveral Hymns. This 
Man being called to the Pariſh of Peitzens, 
which co 925 of fix Villages, whereof he hath 
wow the Charge, and finding no Wenden School 
there, though he met with ſome Difficulty at 
firſt, from the Oppoſition even of bis own Pa- 
riſhioners, yer he ſo managed the Matter, that 
# School Maſter was immediately placed, for 
the Uſe and Benefit of two of thoſe Villages. 
This Man ſo faithfully diſcharged the Truſt 
 Commitred to him, that in a ſhort Time it 
came to Paſs, that not only thoſe two Villages 
were much pleaſed with reading their own 
| Language, but the Inhabitants of the reſt de- 
fired, that School-Maſters might be placed a- 
gong them too; which they ſoon obtained, and 
2M. K three 
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three were ſent to them, Fabricius himſelf ha- 
wing with a great deal. of Pains, 0 tanght 
them to read, and then haw 7 Tuſtruet the 

Children committed to. their. Care... He ſoon 
ſaw the happy Sutceſs of his pious Labour in 
this Matter, for, not. o Some. Hadres of 
Children were now. tqught. to. read * the 1 * 

diaſiry of theſe Maſters, 2 the. Hareusg "them- 
ſelves (who formerly, 7 ought, their Cl dren 
nag hit Jive as. happily withoyd Letters, as they 7 
bad long, aud out of a An, of. dearth, Envy, 
would not have their Children: zngre knowing 
than Preis) ee to. 775 17 mheir 


3 


a a 3 N 28 
3 een 


5 Servants were yo 5 Care 9 ee Wer 
Tome one of. them who-, had. happily-. learned to 
| read, irou!d 0 often. rade that Opportunity, to in- 
1 ſtruct the re in e. . $0, much. could. the 
|  Piecy,of one Way 4 whe, fo uppor ted with the 
* BY Authority of ' . wolf. religious King, whoſe 
My Senfe of this 4 Affair, he himſelf excel. 22 de- 
| cares in his Reſcript te. oh e of 
1 Newmark, Dated September 22 
| felloweth. The Church of. Graphe. #1790 Dubro 
| Is. concerned, leaſt when, their, Paſtor is re- 
| moved to anoth her, Place, they bout. again 


| receive one ignorant of the Wenden Tongue, 
| as you may ſee by their inclaſed . Petition. 
But foraſmuch as ive do not call to ming, that 
the Vſe of thar Language was prohibited ud 

any Royal Edict or Wandeſe and we rather 


= 5 eſteem 
e 17 1 
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[ eftcem it our Glary. to have People of 4 fo- 
reign Language ſubject to our Dominibn; 
Jon ſhall, cherefore take good Care; hat the 

aforeſaid. Church be — with; a Paſtor, 

Whoſe want, of the Language may be no Him 
drance to him, by. diligent Càtechiſing to In- 

ſtruct the Flock committed: to his Care, in ti 
Chriſtian Religion, and to guide them to the 
Fear and, Obedience of GOD and a Chriſtian 
Life, and to Teach, Comfort, and Admoniſh 
them according to every ones particular State 
and Condition. Thus far the King, being de- 


ſtrong. 10 .tba Glory: of GOD Ns hn in 


rhe Alte n 


The Piety alſo of your Nation 
ee, towards this Wor , 


that Countr 70 having St a little wealth Fre rea- 


8 — calle 


prog, he di- 
5 > to the great 
10 73 5 one e gre ations of 
Popiſh W Wegdens iu in 2 5 bs — we hope 
to bring ae Fi rhe Proteſtant R 1 eligion, by the 
Means of Reatligg,and of having princed{Books 
in their own Lang nguaget( which are con- 


* 


ferred gratis upon them.) This however is cer- 
tain, that the ſmall Progreſs ſome of the Vene- 
di, have made in Reading, hath ſo much raiſed 
their Appetite, that they do now of theit on 
Lara, apply themſelves to learn the German 


* 


t Languages of ſeveral 3 


bat gorant People. 


a — — 


Langüage, that ſo they may enjoy the Benefit 
of Books written in it ; whereby it is come to 
paſs; that what was. e a Hi 


drauce to the German Tongue, doth, on 75 


worthy SI R, I devain you too long, Farewel, 
ved rontinue 10. lern 


contrary, evidently tend to its Encreaſe. But, 


Ys 
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elie ven, would be ak in- 


„reren Ns 
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uperſtition and 


2 HE N the right Notions and 
Apprehenſions of the Deiry were 
loſt in the World, every Thing 
6 e that was very beneficial to Man- 
O e kind, became the Object of their 
Adoration, they believing that there was ſome 
Divinity in it. And the wonderful Wotks of 
Nature, being no where more conſpicuous 
than in Water, the Heathens paid Diving 
Honour to it, being perſwaded from the many 
good Effects it produced, that there was a 
Divine Power operating in it. ; | 
Ful. Firm. Lib. 2. Saith, that the Inhabi- 
rants of Egypt) perceiving the great Benefits 
they received from Water, worſhipped and 
put up Prayets and Petitions co Water in 
general, and sſpegially to Foumains and Ri- 
vers, and of theſe principally to the River 
Nile. Theythid alſo a great Veneration for 
the Sea. Vid. Mrbert Religion of the Gen- 
tiles, p. 139. „ 

The Perſiaus alſo payed Divine Worſhip 
to the ſame Element, and held ir impious to 
poellute any running Streams. Herodot. Lib. 
1. Strab. Lib. 15. 3 

8 5 The 


( vat } 


The Greet; worſtipped the Ocean, eſleem- 
ing him to be the Father 4 the Tot it be- 
ing a general Notion of the E chens, that 
all Thin hdi eix Origin itz When 

Alerasder bad TabJuca I, he returned 
ro. his. Ships, and offered 7Saerifiee. to che 
Ocean.  Fuſtin-- e ada Jo 

Phe fame Piactice was ah een 
among the Romanus; their Phyſicians obſer- 
ving how much, Bathing; and Drinking of 
Water, contribured to the Cure of Diſcaſes, 
Rivers and Fountaigs were alſo. adoted' by 
them. And they ana their: Igveral Gods or 
Goddeſſes, 3 Pre oſided over Lakes, Rivers, 
and Founrains, /as.. gur Pypiſe Idplaters have 
now their Male and Female Saints, of this 
there . are innumerable Inſtances. of which L 
ſhall en a Ma; here. cl e 


* Ovid gives an Account how Neptune © calls 
on the Gods of the Rivers to help. him to 
Ceun the World. eee Lib. 1. J. 2: 16. 


; Convocar Hic Aunes, qui belli T, rt 7 7 1 
Feine 1 Des: Cc. ee 
HO 5 rhen- - Paph ne led. 4275 pe to 1 

fave. ber jrgipity,. he prayed co her Fat! I, | 

the River n or Relief. lid. Kiba: 


DEL — | .. 1 5 kx > — 3 k- . 
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"Fer Pg ber vllt Op em, Hebe Neruen 
" Habetss. > el: ? JS ob 
Bf: , When 
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when Caliſto was deflowered by Jupiter, and 

upon that Account, baniſhed by Diana her 
Miſtreſs, the Goddeſs expreſſeth her ſelf 
thus. Ovid. Metam. Lib. 2. lin, 465. 


7 procu bine, nec Saeros 2 Fontes—— 


Virgil alſo invoketh the Fountain aul. 
Eelog. IQ. lin, T, | 3 8 


.. 


Extremun hubs; Arethuſa, mi hi concede La- 


=y 


borem. * 


Alten, going to ” bis Mother Cyrene, who 

dwelt under Water, in the Fountain of her 
Father Peneus, to complain of the Loſs of 
his Bees, was.introduced by her Direction 
in ele Words. 9 Gy Lib. . lin. 


337 


Duc, age, duc * 105, Fas illi Limina Divan. 
Tangere. 


The God Tiberinns hath 8 to Abi 
in his Sleep, and having adviſed him to go 
to Evander for Aſſiſtance againſt Turnus; 
when Zneas awaked, he prayed to Tybe- 
_ rinus; and taking up ſome of che Wm of 

the River in the Palm of his Hand, he pro- 
miſed to offer up a Sacrifice to him, which 


Virgil expreſſeth very elegantly in this 
, | 


2 Nox 
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Nox FEnean, — reliquit. 
Surgit, & ætberei fſpectaus orientid Solis 
Lumina, rite | cavis Undam de gd Pa 
mis 


Suſtulit, & a 5 effudir ad #thera Voces. 


Nymphe, Laurentes Nymphe, Genus Amnibus 


unde oft, _ 
Tug; o Tybri Genitor, cum Fund Sancto 


Accipite ÆAueam, & tandem Arcete Periclis 


Quo te cunq; Lacus miſerantem Incommoda ro- 
fira, 
Fonte tenet, quocung; ſolo pulcherrimus exis 


Semper Honore meo, celebrabere Do- 


HIS. 


hed 


And that this ry was aoching lf dal the 
1 80 Tybris, _ his own Word, Aid. 


Ego * ſlerg quem 2 cernis 


Stringentem Ms S N Culta Secan- 


. 


̃ . 


Kora. peat ak Rivers: 3 he land- 
cd firſt in Tah, Fig £Encid. bo Is 135. 


1 Te empora Rame 

Implicat, & ae Lock, prinamgs be 
Nenne i -t 
7 een, r an & dh n, Precs 
Par | 
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Dencalion and Pyrr ba | ſprinkled themſelves 
with holy Water, before they went into 
the Temple of Themis, Ovid. Metam. Lib. 


—— ut pariter Cpheidas uudas 
Inde ubi libatos irroravere Liquores. 


Upon which Menelius hath this Note. Inde 

Mos agud Sacrata veſtes ſupplicantium inſper- 
gendi in Chriſtianoruns Templis Originem tra- 
xit, that is, hence the Cuſtom of ſprink- 
ling the Cloaths of Supplicants with holy 
Water, in the Temples of Chriſtians, took 
nas. 7 : 


Horace alfo promiſeth a Saarifice to the Foun- 
rain of Blanduſia, Lib. 3. Od. 13. 


0 Fons Blanduſiæ, ſplendidior vitro, 
Dulei digne Mere, non fine Floribus 


— 


. 


Cras donaberis Hædo 


In that Place without the City of Rome, 
where Egeria met Numa Pompilius to di- 
rect him what Laws were beſt to be eſta- 

bliſhed for the governing of his People, a 

Grove, a Well, and a Temple were dedi- 

cated to the Muſes. Juven. Sat. 3. lin. 13. 


Hic ubi nocturnæ Numa conſtitue bat Amicœ | 
Nunc Sacri Fontis Nemus, & Delubra lecan- 
Tur. 


and 
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Namen, Aguœ, virid:. Margine 7 lulu 


Umbras _ rt e 
Hale, nec e ane. violarent Marmota 7 '0- 
bun 2. vs n Ip ny * 8. 7 * — 5 0 To 11 7 : —_ = 


Ovid ſpeaketh chus of the ſame Well Fol 


rum. Lib. 3¹ + 67363 $50 1. 4% f. 
" "Pallis ae Sytob deli 7 

El. r r e acer. 
15 l ber * Ovid ex * r 


thus about the Original G as he ſuppoſed) 
of this Practice. Faſtor. Lib. a 


ae 


Gracia Privoipiue Mori, s cult: 2 nocemtes 
Im pia luſtratos ponere Facta puta. 
Adoriden Peleus, ipſum quod; Pelea Phoci 
Cæde per Hemonias FIR Acaſtus Aria. 


From theſe Inſtances it is vids. ther the 


Heathens were much addicted to Water- Su- 


aid chat this Practice 


perſtition and Wala 
Lan: hien among many other 


is originally 


Heatheniſh :Corrnptions;: exept into the Chri- 


ſtian Church. And if we enquire how and 
upon What Account this was done, we ſhall 
_ it to be thus. The Heathens, when 

they were Hirſt converted to Chriſtianity, re- 


| rained a Gakcting after — of their old 


Cuſtoms, 


LY 
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3 enn 4 2 


Ci 


10 


2, "3 
Cuſtoms, and it being fondly imagined .by 
ſome, that the making as few Alterations as 
was poſlible in their Cuſtoms, tended much 
to their Converſion ; for this Reaſon they 
were retained and mixed with Chriſtianity. 
And their Practice was only new modelled ; 
the Name, and not the Thing being changed. 
And, becauſe it was obſerved all along, that 
Water had a Salutary Vertue, and that much 
Benefit was got by it, the Water Practices 
were continued, which are now advanced to 
the higheſt Pitch of Superſtition and Tdolatry 
in the Church of Rome, and are become as 
2 as ever they were among the Hea- 
q ens. "I Ja #*%5 * 1 een 5 5 
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